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o all whom it maJ/ CONCern:
BeitknownthatI, WILLIAM CLIFFORD LYN-

 HAM, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Rlohmoud 1n the county of Henrico and

State of Vuﬂrmu have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Means for Pro-
tecting the Mouth End of Shells or Cartridges

o ,Awemst Radial Distention; and I do herebv
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deeldre the following to be a full, elear, and
exact description of the 1nvent10n eueh as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same.:

My present invention relates to simple and
efficient means for protecting the mouth or

eral distention when in use in the magazine |

of a firearm, such leteml distention of the

‘shells usuallyilesulmnﬂ' in this type of fire-
arm by reason of the successive shocks and
jarsimparted to theshellsor cartridgesduring |

the continuous opelatmns of feeding the lat-
ter from the magazine of the gun te the barl el

a meﬂ'azme-shotﬂ'un it is eustomar;y for the
_sportsmen to reeha,rﬂ'e the magazine after

~each shot or after every 0the1 shot as the pe-

~culiar eircumstances of the oceasion will per- |
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mit, so that the magazine will at all times be
eherged to its full capacity. Incarryingout
this mode of procedure it wiil be understood
that the first two or three shells placed in the

magazine will under ordmary circumstances
remain therein for a considerable period of
time, since the shells last placed inthe maga-

zine are the first to be fed to the barrel, and
during such feeding operations the said shells
are contin110«11.%311},&r subjected to shocksor blows
by reason of their contact one with another,
which soon tends to flatten and distend them
at their mouths,sothat theybulgeout,whereby
the diameter thereof is mereased to such an
extent that they will not enter the gun-barrel.
This objection is particularly noticeable in
magazine-shotguns, where paper shells are
generally used, and it has existed to such an
extent as to n'reetly limit the usefulness of
this type of firearms.

It is the purpose of my present invention
to entirely obviate this prior existing diffi-
culty or objection and to provide simple and
improved means whereby the mouth ends of

-

-

'ﬁthe ehells are pl‘otected-,when pleeed in the

magazine of the gun and prevented from be- .-
ing flattened out or distended at such end, 55 -

Ssmd means consisting of a suitable support
provided with a seat or pocket to receive and

embrace the mouth end of a shell or cartridge Ny

when the same is placed in the magazine of
the firearm, so as to closely confine the mouth.
end of the cartridge or shell, whereby disten-
tion at such end Wlll be 11np0,591b1e | |

bo

In order to enable others to more 1ead11y_' :

‘understand and make use of my said inven-
‘tion, I will proceed to describe the same in de-
tail, ‘reference being had for this purpose to -

open end of shells or cartridges against lat- ithe eecompenymﬂ' dlewmge, wherein—

Figure 1is a per speetwe view of a cartridge
or ehell constructed .in accordance with 131118 |

1nvention and forming a support for an ad-
‘jacent shell to protect ‘the mouth end thereof

when said shelis are placed in the magazine
of afirearm. Fig.2is asideelevation pertly

in seetlon showmﬂ' two shells and the man-

ner in _Whlch one ehell forms a

a support. for
an adjacent shell.

Fig. 3 is a view, partly

‘in section, showing the magazine of a firearm
‘and the ehelle or eartrldwes nested therein.
Tig. 41is a sectwnel view 1llustmtmn* a modi-
Fig. 5 is a Lside ele-
vation of a shell, partly in seetlon showing a

ﬁeatmn of my invention.

modifi

ed form of seat or pocket.

In that form of my invention illustrated in - .

Figs. 1 and 2 I have shown the protecting
means or support heretofore referred to as

being embodied in theshell or cartridge itself.

The'referenee-numeral 1 in these ﬁgures in-
dicates anordinary paper cartridge or shell as
ordinarily employed in magazine-shotguns,
sald shell being provided with the ordmery
brass head 2, whlch is provided with a seat

or pocket 3, felmed by an annular groove,

sald seat or poeket being of a size suffi

of an adjacent cartridge or shell when nested

"1n the magazine of a firearm, as illustrated in
By referring

Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings.
to these figures 1t will be seen that the seat

or pocket 3 in the head of one shell receives
| and embraces the mouth end 4 of an adjacent
shell, so as to support the same around its

1eie11tly ._
large to receive and embrace the mouth end 4
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edge or circumference in order to confine

said edge and prevent radial distention oren-
]argement, which would otherwise result, due




. I0
- being provided with aseat or pocket 6, formed

- _from the drawings.
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to the concussion or shock of one shell against
another incident to the successive operations
of feeding the shells from the maﬂ'azme to the
barrel of ths firearm.

In order to protect the mouth end of the
first shell placed in the magazine, or that shell
lying adjacent to the spring-follower 5, I have
arranged said follower to constitute a sup-
port to act in thg same manner as the shell-
support heretofore described, said follower

by an annular groove, into which the mouth
end of said shell seats or rests as will be seen

tail in Fig. 4, and provide said disk or washer
with an annular groove 3 to form a seat or

- pocket into which tho mouth end of the shell

20

will rest and be confined against radial en-
largement or distention.

Instead of forming the seat or pooket in

~ the shape of an annular oroove, as illustrated
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in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, I may smploy the con-
struction shown in Fw' 5, in which instance

‘the head of the shell or suppmt is provided

with a circular depression 9 to provide an

outer annular wall 10, against which the outer

edge or oncumfsrence of an adJsoent shell
abuts when the mouth of said shell is seated
in the circular depression 9.

In this specification I have employed the
term ‘‘support” to be construedin its broad-

est sense to mean a shell, follower, disk, or

any other body provided with a seat or pocket
of anyform toreceive and embracethe mouth
end of a shell or cartridge, so as to protect
the said mouth end of the shell or cartridge
and prevent the same from being d1stonded
or bulged out radially.

From the foregoing it will be seen that I

prowdo a s1mple and inexpensive means for |

Instead of forming the
seat or pocket dlreotly in the follower 5 T may .
employ a disk or washer 7, as shown in de-

[ overcoming a serious objection heretofore ex-

isting in'connection with the use of magazine-

shotgunsand whereby the contour of the shell
18 held uniformly  intact throughout at all -

45

times, so that said shells may be readily and

easily fed into the gun- -barrel fxom the maga-

zine without obstruotlon
- What I claim is—

shell or cartridge against distention when in
use in the magazine of a firearm, consisting

o __
1. Meansfor protecting the mouth endof a -

of a support having a seat or pocket therein

of a size to receive and embrace the said
mouth end of the shell or cartridge.

2. As a new article of manufacture, ashell
‘having a seat or pocket in its head of a size
to receive and support the mouth end of an

adjacent shell when resting in said seat or
pocket, so as to protect the said mouth end
of the shell against radial enlarﬂ'ement when
subjected to shocks or blows.

3. As a newarticle of manufacture, a shell-_ .

provided with an annular groove in its head
of a size to receive and support the mouth

end of an adjacent shell when resting in said
oroove, so as to protect the said mouth end of
the shell against radial enlargement when -

subjected to shocks or blows.

4. Means{forprotecting the mouth end of a
shell or cartridge against distention when in
use in the magazine of a firearm, consisting
of a support having an annular Wsll of asize

to receive and form a seat or pocket for the

said mouth end of the shell or cartridge, said
wall being arranged to embrace tho outer

edge of the shell at 1ts mouth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. =
WILLIAM CLIITORD LYN ITAM.
Witnesses:
EMMETT SEATON,
CHAS. W. MEYERS.
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