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To all whom it may concern: novel features of construction, as will be here-
Beitknownthat I, ALBERT LAEMMEL, a citi- | inafter fully desecribed, and pointed out in the
zen of the United States, and a resident of New | claim. |
York, borough of Brooklyn, in the ecounty of | In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 5z
5 Kings and State of New York, have made and | a perspective view of my improved lining de-
invented certain new and useful Improve- | tached from the mouthpiece of the telephone.
ments in Mouthpieces for Telephones, of | Fig. 2 is a side view of a telephone-transmit-
which the following is a specification. ter having the mouthpiece shown in section
My invention relates to an improvement in | and my improved lining attached thereto. 6o
10 mouthpiecesfortelephones, and more particu- I‘lg 3 1s a face view of a modification of my
larly to a detachable or removable lining improved lining detached from the mouth-
therefor. - piece.
The objection has been made from time to Referring to the drawings, A represents a
timetothe use of telephones, and particularly | bracket or support for a telephone-transmit- 65
I 5 those in public places, thatdanger of contami- | ter B, the latter having screwed or otherwise
nation exists by reason of the presence of dis- | secured to the face thereof the mouthpiece C,
ease germs which attach themselves to the | these parts being constructed and arranged
mouthplecs after being exhaled from the |in the ordinary manner and with which those
breath of those using the instrument. To |skilled in the art are perfectly familiar. 70
20 overcome this objection, various means have D represents my improved lining-piece,
been employed for destroying any germs that | which, as illustrated, is made in the form or
might be exhaled into the mouthpiece—as, | shape of a funnel and corresponds in size and
for instance, lining the mouthpiece with an | shape to the inner side of the mouthpiece C,
absorbent msterml such material being satu- | the narrow restricted end a of the neck b pref- 75
zs rated or moistened with & germ- destroymﬂ' erably abutting against the perforated dia-
lignid or substance. Again, netting mois- phragm ¢ of the mouthplece C when the lin-
tened with certain liquids has been strstehed Ing is 1n ifis proper position. The larger end
across the front end of the mouthpiece; but | of the lining D is turned or curled over, as
such devices have met with no success, prin- | shown at d, formmn' a flange for grasping or 8o
3o cipallyon account of the necessity of keeping | gripping the lining-piece to the Outer sdge of
the material moistened or impregnated with | the mouthpiece C and retaining it in this posi-
the liquid or chemical subsbance, as unless | tion. This lining is made of a waterproof
such 1s done the feltlining or netting is more | substance, preferably celluloid, which allows
apt to receive and retain the disease germs | of its being cleansed or washed by water or 85
35 than would the hard-rubber mouthpiece if | other liquids without in any way affecting the
sald lining or nefting were entirely omitted. | material of which the lining is made. Fur-
The ob;ject of my 1nvent10n is to provide a | ther, by forming the lining of celluloid it is
lining which may be readily and easily ap- possessed of a certain amount of elasticity,
phed to or removed from the mouthpleee and | which allows it to be readily attached to and go
40 made of waterproof material in order that it | removed from the mouthpiece, and, again,
may be detached from time to time and washed | when made of this substance may be of any
without damage or deterioration and again | desired color—as, for instance, white, thereby
readily attaehed in place. | forming a pleaS1n0' contrast to the black hard-
- 'With these and other ends in view my in- | rubber mouthpleee and lending to the latter 95
45 vention consists of alining made of celluloid | a cleanly and inviting appearance.
or similar material and of substantially the In Fig. 3 1 have shown a front or face view
same size and shape as the mouthpiece, its | of the lining-pi‘eoe, the narrow or restricted
outer edge being flanged or curled over in | end of which is formed with a perforated dia-
order to grasp the outer extreme edge of the phragm e, the perforations f corresponding roo
so hard-rubber mouthpiece. in number, size, and position with those of the
My invention further consists in certain perforatsd diaphragm ¢ of ths mouthplece C,
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the lining in this instance covering the entire | Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

inner surface of the latter. |

It will be understood from the above that
my invention 18 exceedingly simple; that it
overcomes the objections urged against the
other devices employed for the same purpose,
and that 1t is capable of being instantly at-
tached to or removed from the mouthpieces
now in general use without the aid of screws
orotherexternal lockingappliances and with-
out in any way mutilating or altering said
mouthpiece, and, finally, that being of a
non-absorbent material it may be washed or
cleansed as often as desired, and thereby pre-
vent the secretion or attachment of disease
oerms.

Having fully desceribed my invention, what

i

Patent, is—

A removable lining adapted to fit within
the mouthpiece of a telephone, and molded
or formed of one piece of celluloid, said lin-
ing being of substantially the same shape as

20

the mouthpiece to which it is fitted, and pro-

vided upon its larger outer end with a curled
flange to removably hold it in place, substan-
tially as described.

Signed at New York, in the countyof New
York and State of New York, this 26th day of
April, A. D. 1899. |

| ALBERT LAEMMEL.
Witnesses:
GEORGE COOEK,
M. VAN NORTWICK.
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