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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM B. MERSHON AND JOHN M.

MORLEY, OF SAGINAW, MICHIGAN.

PORTABLE HOUSE.

SPECIFICATION forming patt of Letters Patent No, 630,908, dated August 15, 1899,

Applmatmn filed March 17,1899,

Serial No, 709,409, (No model.)

To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM B. MERSHON
and JOHN M. MORLEY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Saginaw, in the county of
Saﬂ'maw State of "\hchwan have invented
certa,in new and usefulIm provements in Port-
able Houses; and we do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to portable houses
of a character that can be transported in the
knockdown and readily and quickly set up
wherever desired; and it consists in the con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
atter fully set forth, and pointed out particu-
larly 1n the claims.

The object of the invention is to provide a
portable house especially designed for sports-
men andcamping purposes which is light and
inexpensive and which is formed of inter-
changeablesections and in which thearrange-
ment is such as to enable the house to be
erected with the use of but a very small num-
ber of screws and nails, and which when
erected is so tight at all its joints as to ex-
clude rain and wind. Thisobjectisattained
by the formation and association of parts
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a house
embodying this invention. Fig. 21is a hori-
zontal section through three of the walls of
the house above the sills, other parts being
broken away, showing the manner of uniting
the walls of the house at the corner as well
as the sections forming said walls, and also
showing the manner of supporting the joists
upon thesills. Fig. 3isan enlarged detailin
section through the sills of the house, show-
ing the manner of detachably supporting the
opposite ends of the joiststhereon. I'ig.4isa
vertical transverse section through the house,
parts being broken away. Fig. 5 is a longi-
tudinal Sectwn in detaill thr ouﬂ'h a number 01:
the sections comprising the roof Fig.61san

inverted plan of one of the 1‘00f-sections.

| Fig. 7 is an elevation of one of the sections of

the walls of the house. Fig.8 isan enlarged
horizontal section throucrh a corner of the
house. IKig. D 1s a detail in transverse sec-
tion thr ouo'h one of the edges of the wall-sec-
tions. Fig. 10 is a perspective of the iron
loop-stirrup which serves to support the end
of the joist. |
Referring to the letters of reference, A desig-

‘nates the sills of the house, which may be of

any suitable size and whose ends are jointed
at the corners and united by large wooden
secrews «. (Shown in Fig. 4.) The sills on
opposite sides of the house which support the
joistt B are provided with inclined apertures
at suitable intervals to receive the hooked
bent ends of the iron stirrups 0, which are
inserted therein and serve as supports for
the opposite ends of the joists, which are
dropped into said stirrups and are thereby
securely retained in place, the stirrups lying
in notches in the under edges of the joist,
whereby the ends of the joist are held firmly
against the sills when weight is placed upon
the floor, as clearly shown in Ifigs. 2 and 3,
the construction rendering the joist readily
removable when desired.

The sills in their upperedges are provided
with a groove adapted fo receive the lower
ends of the cleats which extend below the
lower edges of the sections C, comprising the
walls of the house.
vided at one of their vertical edges with the
opposed cleats d, which are secured to the

opposite faces thereof 50 as to project be-
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These sections C are pro-

yond the edge of said section, forming a way

d (see Fig. ‘.)) between their opposed Pro-
jecting fa,ees adapted to receive the edge ot
the opposed section of the wall, as shown in
Fig. 2. These wall-sections C are composed
of a series of strips which are united by a
tongue-and-groove joint, so astorender them
pe1fectly Llﬂ"ht The cleats d, projecting
from one edn'e of said sections C, and the cleats
d'’, secured o the opposite sides thereof, near
the other edge, extend below the lowel end
thereof, forming projecting tongues ¢, while
at the top the end of said ‘36(31310118 pr OJGGtS be-
yond said cleats, forming the tongue c'.

The pro;[eetmﬂ* tongues ¢ atb the lower ends
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| of the sections C of the wall, formed by the
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ihner cleats of said sections, are set into the
groove in the upper face of the sillg, as shown
in Fig. 3, and said sections being united at
their vertical edges by the overlapping cleats
d are securely retained together and in a
vertical position. The sections C, of which
the walls of the house are formed, are all of
the same size and are made interchangeable,
so that any one section will fit into the place
of any other, thereby greatly facilitating the
erection of the wall of the house.

The meeting edges of the sections C of the

house at the corners are provided with the
abutting cleats d, as shown in Fig. 8, and are

united by a rectangular corner-piece D, hav-
ing a corner-post D' secured in the angle
thereof. This corner-post abuts against the

end of the cleat d on one of said corner-sec-
tions and against the end of the other of said
sections, while the pieces D of the corner lap
onto the outer faces of the exterior cleats,

making a strong corner which is wind and
water proof and which makes a smooth close
finish upon the inner side. The corner-pieces
are retained in place by the screws e, which

pass therethrough into the sections C of the
wall.

The cap-rails E are provided with a groove

-111 their underedges which receivesthe tonﬂ*ue

¢’ (see Fig. 4) on the upper edges of the sec-
tions of the wall. The meetmcr ends of the

cap-ralls are secured -together by bolts or
other suitable means, (not shown,) whereby
the upper ends of the sections of the walls |
are securely retained in place.

The gable ends F . of the house are made in-

tegral ::md are seated upon the cap-rails, so
as to make a tight joint between said parts,

being addmondlly secured by 1emovable
screws (shown by dotted lines ¢’ in Fig. 4)
which pass downward through the corners of
sald gables into the cap-rail.

The roof 18 composed of a series of remov-
able sections G, comprising a number of strips
set together and secured by the transverse
cleats f, as shown in Fig. 6. These roof-sec-

tions have upon one of their longitudinal

edges a projecting batlten-strip /£, which is

adapted to overlap the adjacent edge of the |

suceeeding section, so that when the roof is

formed all the joints between said sections

are tightly closed. It will be seen on refer-
ring to Fig. 5 that the marginal edges of the
strip forming the roof-sections are provided
with a quarter-round bead which when the
edgesof said sections are placed togetherform
a raised half-round bead adapted to lie in a
conforming groove in the under edge of said

batten-strips which are placed oversaid joints,

whereby a perfect closing of the joints be-
tween the roof-sections is effected. Fach of

the roof-sections is provided on its under face,
near one edge, with a turn-button ¢, which as
each section of the roof is placed in position |

€30,908

. may be turned across the Jomt to more sé-
curely retain said sections in place. |
The ridge-pole H is supported at its oppo-

65

site ends in the gable ends of the house and '

in turn serves to support the upper ends of
the roof-sections, which lie thereon, as shown
in Fig. 4, said ridge-pole being ehdnneled in

its upper edge so as to receive the cleats fon

the upper end of sald rooi-sections.
ing the lower ends of the roof-sections is a
rabbeted cleat g, which is adapted to engage
in a groove in the cap-rails LK, also shonn in

Cross-

75

Fig. 4 whereby the roof- sections are more per-

fectly retained in place. The ridge-boards I
are placed upon the ridge of the ‘house over
the joints between the upper edge of the roof-
sections to more securely close said joint.
The section of the wall comprising the door
and its frame, as shown at J, 1s equal in size

to the other sections of the wall of the house,
so that said door may be placed in the-end-or

1n the side, as found convenient. The same
1s true of the window-sections, enabling the

80.

windows to be placed at any pomt in the

house desired.

It will now be understood that by means of.

the construction and arrangement -of parts
shown and described herein a portable house

of simple and compact construction may be

produced which may be shipped in the knock-
down and readily and quickly set up at the

point of destination, affording a wvarm, light,

and perfect shelter for the occupant.
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Having thus fully set forth this invention,

what 18 claimed 18—
1. Inaportable house, the combination with

the gable ends supported on the end sections

100
the sills, the walls of the house comprising in- "
terchangeablesections supported onsaidsills,

of the walls, the removable cap-rails upon.the

upper ends of the wall-sections, the ridge-pole
supported by the gable ends, said ridge-pole
and said cap-ralls each having a groove in
their upper edges, theremovable roof-sections
having projecting cleats on their under faces
adapted to lie in the grooves in said cap-rails

10.5
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and ridge-pole to retain said roof-sections in

place.

2. In a portable house, the combination of
the interchangeable independent sections
comprising the walls, said sections at the cor-

ners having abutting cleats, and the angular

I13

corner-pieces having a post in the angle there-

of acapted to abut against the cleat of one
and the end of the other of said wall-sections,
the sides of said corner-pieces exfending onto

the outer taces of said cleats.
In testimony whereof we sign this specifica-

tion in the presence of two mtnesses
WILLIAM B. MERSHON.

- JOHN M. MORLEY.

1Wl‘tm;*ssses
J OHN DOLBEED MERSHON,

JOHN JENNESS,

120




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

