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To all whon 1t nuay coreern:

se it known that I, IHHARRIS P. HURST, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Summit,
inthe county of Pike and State of Mississippi,
have invented certaln new and useful Im-
provements in Turrets; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full,clear,and exact
deseription of the invention, such as will en-
able.others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to malke and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
turrets which may be used on ships, in forts,
or in any place where it 1s desired to protect
ouns.

The invention consists in the construction
hereinafter pointed out.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents a plan view of a vessel provided with

Fig. 2 represents a
transverse vertical section taken through the
turret and 1ts accessories. Kig. 3 represents
a plan view of the turret.

In the drawings the letter A represents the
turret. Theportionabovethedeck orbarbette

is made of a shape which is substantially
elliptical. In the chamber ¢ is secured the

cun b, which protrudes through the port-hole
«'. T'here may be a single gun, as shown in
Ifig. 1, or two guns, as shown in Kig. 3.
That portion of the turret opposite the gun
port or ports may be enlarged or swelled, as
shown in Fig. 1, and the front portion of the
turret inclines backwardly at any desired
angle from the gun-ports, asshown in Fig. 3,

thus presenting a deflective surface to the !

cnemy’s fire.

The turret may be mounted with or with-
out a barbette, and any desired machinery
may be used to revolve the turret and per-
form the other functions of turrets.

With a turret so constructed the amount
of exposed surface is minimized, as the end
of the elliptical turret is not much larger
than the gun itself. DMoreover, a shot strik-

ing a turret of such ashape will more readily
olance.

|

- As shown in the drawings, the ends of the
turret opposite the gun may be made heavier,
as at a*, so as to balance the turret.

Tam aware that shields have been made for
broadside guns, such shields being pointed at
one end, through which the gunis fired. Iam

also made aware of a German patent to Parje,

No. 7,889, dated IFebruary 2, 1879, wherein 1s
shown such a shield to be used with a gun in
land fortifications. 1In thispatent there isnot

shown nor indicated a turref either elliptical

or substantially so. The shield, as stated in
the specification, 1s made pointed or like the
spike of a helmet, so that when the gun-port
which 1s at this pointed end is closed by a
pointed plug the shape of the plug and of the
shield lessens the danger of the gun being
struck. As thisis used in land fortifications
which are fixed, there is more danger of the
port-hole being struck than would be the case
at sea. In my device there is a turret ellip-
tical in shape. In the device shown in the
German patent the shield snugly fits the gan,
which does not protude from the shield. Both
are moved together and constitute practically
one structure. Within my device, which is
a turret and not simply a gun-shield, the gun
18 Independent of the turret, the barrel por-
tion of the gun protruding from the turret,

‘and the gun can be elevated or depressed

without moving the turret.
IHaving described my invention, what 1

¢laim 18—

1. An elliptical turret. |

2. An elliptical turret, the front or port
plates thereof inclining backwardly, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturo

in presence of two witnesses.
HARRIS P. IIURST.
Witnesses:

SAM., A. DRURY,
K. . CAVERLY.
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