No. 630,859, ' ‘Patented Aug. 15, 1899,
E. B. CARTER. ‘
EYE STRENGTHENER.

(Application filed June 21, 18988.)

+No. Model.)

Wilnﬁ SSCS EJW@TJ_B (é?‘i&?‘ 19939f?r
, ' By 2, Allorneys. '

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO,, WASHIMNGTON, D. C




IO

20

30

35

40

45

EO

UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

EDWARD B. CARTER, OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAM/

EYE-STRENGTHENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 630,859, dated August 15, 1899,

Application filed June 21, 1898, Serial No, 684,083

(No model)

To all whony ©€ maly coiceriv:
Be it known that I, EDWARD B. CARTER, a
citizen of the United States, residingat Hunts-

ville, in the county of Madison and State of |
Alabama, have invented a new and useful |

Eye-Strengthener, of which the following isa
specification.

Thisinvention relates to meansforstrength-
ening the sight of weak eyes and also to rest

or relieve the eyes after they have been used -

for any length of time or have been exposed
to bright sunlight or to the wind. In my ex-
periments I have discovered that all colors
except blue, the shade of the sky, and green,
the shade of grass or foliage, are either posi-
tively injurious to or have no effect upon the
sight of the eye. The shades of blue and of
oreen have a soothing effect upon the eye, and
by exposing the same 1o the eye alternately
it will greatly relieve tired or strained eyes
andl strengthen those that are weak.

To this end my invention consists in pro-

viding a holder for supporting cards of the

above colors so that they may be conven-
iently and effectively used upon the eyes.

The present invention also consists in the
construction and arrangement of the holder,
as hereinafter more fully deseribed, shown in
the drawings, and particularly pointed outin
the claims.

In the drawings, IFigure 1 is a perspective
view of the device. IKig. 215 a longitudinal
sectional viewthereof, taken through the han-
dle. Fig. 3 1s a tlansverse Sectlonal view.
Fig. 4 is a detail view of the card-plate. Fig.
5 is a detail view of the handle.

~Corresponding parts in the several figures

are denoted by like characters of reference.

Referring to.the drawings, 1 designates a
plate holding the cards 2 of the proper colors.
The plate is preferably of thin flexible metalor

other material, curved or segmental in ¢ross-

section and of any shape, buab an oblong form

being preferable. The endedgesof the plate
are bent or formed into flanges 3, which are
benttightly against or fastened to the plate at
their lower ends, as shown at 4, thereby form-
ing a pocket in which the cards are conven-
1ently held. The cards are preferably fourin

number and embody two shades of each color,
being of a dull finish to absorb the white hﬂ'ht
and not reflect the same into the eye, thus ob- ‘

| taining the full benefit of the color.

The
oroove or pocket formed by the flanges3 is of
a size to contain the four cards, so that the
device is always complete, and either of the
cards may be placed in front for use, and thus
they may be used alternately with very little
trouble.

To convemenﬂy hold the device when in
use, I provide a handle 5, having a tongue 6,
which is adapted to be 1]
7 and the body of the plate 1. This strap is
formed by cutting or forming two parallel
slits in the plate midway between 1ts ends
and near the lower edge thereof and bending
out the portion of the plate between the said
slits. The handleisalso provided with a pair
of spring-fingers 8, arranged one at each side

of the tongue and at the ba%e of the latiter.

These fingers are inclined outward and away
from the tongue, and when the handle 1s
placed in position, as shown, the fingers over-
lap the lower edge of the plate and receive
the edges of the cards, whereby the latter are
held w 11311111 the grooves, as described.

In using the dewee the holder having the
colored cards in place is held just in front of
the eyes, so as to admit only enough light to
clearly distinguish the color. ICeep the holder
in this position for about two minutes and
thenremove the same.
with intervals of fifteen seconds, for about
six minutes. The colors may be alternated,
as desired. The device used in this manner

) will greatly aid and benefit weak eyes and

will preserve the strength of good eyesif em-
ployed as above just before and after using
the eyes in reading, &c., or when exposed to
the action of bright sunlight, wind, dust, or
the like. | o

It will be noted that the plate 1, whieh
forms the body of the holder, is bowed 80 as
to provide an inner concaved card-receiving
face, and this concaved face effectually ex-

cludes the exterior light, whereby the eyes

are affected only by the reflected light {from
the exposed card. Furthermore, the handle
islocated intermediate of the ends of the body
and is provided with the spring-fingers 8,
which engage the exposed card, and thereby
prevent the several cards from bulging out-
ward intermediate of their ends.

The invention being capable of various
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changes in its form, proportion, and minor |
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details, I do not wish to be understood as lim-
1ting myself to the precise construction and

"arranﬂement as herein described, and shon I

in the drawings.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s— |

1. Means for Stlenﬂ'themug and 1ovigorat-
1Ing the eyesight, consisting in the combma-
tlon of a plurality of differ entl} -colored cards
and a holder therefor, said holder being

adapted to carry the cards and expose one of

them to view, and provided with an ofiset
loop or strap, and a handle having a tongue
and spring-fingers provided at each side of

the tongue, the latter being engaged between

the 100p or Str ap and the rear ffwe of the body
of the holder, and the spring-fingers adapted
to clamp an edﬂ'e of the cmds agalnst the
front face of the holder, substantially as
shown and desecribed. | |

. 630,850

2. Means for strengthening and invigorat-

ing the eyesight, consisting of the combina-
-tlon-of a plurality of differently-colored cards,

a holder therefor, said holder having flanges

forming groovesin which the cards are adapt-

ed to be carried with one of them exposed to

25

view, and an offset strap or loop provided

upon the rear face thereof, and a removable
handle having a tongue, and spring-fingers
provided at opposite sides thereof and de-
flected forward away from the tongue, the
holder and cards carried thereby bemg adapt—
ed to fit between the fingers and the tongue,

with the latter engaging the loop or strap,

substantially as shown and deseribed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnatme in
the presence of two witnesses.

| | EDWARD B. CARTER.

Witnesses: | ~ |
1. B. GRUBBS,

W. I. WELLMAN.
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