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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ZACHARIAH HAWKINS,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Greersville, in the county of Knox

and State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wagon-Brakes,
of which the following is a speclﬁcatlon

Thisinvention relates to wagon-brakes, and
more particularly to that class ‘known as
‘“‘lever-brakes.” _

The object of the invention is to provide a
brake adapted to be operated by asingle lever,
which is so constructed as to afford means
whereby a pawl is thrown into and out of en-
gagement with a ratchet, thus locking and
unlocking the lever and reta,lnmﬂ' the brake-
shoes upon the wheels without requiring the
attention of the operator to the lock mech-
anism.

With these obj ects in view and such others
as may hereinafter appear my invention con-
sists in the particular construction of the va-
rious parts and in the novel manner of com-
bination or arrangement of said parts, all of
which will be deseribed hereinafter and point-
ed out in the claim.

In thedrawings forming apartof thisspeci-

fication, Figure 1 is a side elevation showing

my improved brake with the lever in the
locked position. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
showing the lever in an unlocked position.

Fig. 318 a detail view illustrating the lock

mechamsm

In the annexed drawings, B 1epresents a
frame which is substa,ntmlly V-shaped, with
a segmental plate C at its top connected tothe
free ends of the frame and provided with a
series of ratchet-teeth D upon its lower edge.
To the base of the frame is pivotally secured
the compound lever K, the lower section of
which is provided with'an enlarged portion F,
which forms on each side a rlﬂ'ht-angula,r bev—
eled shoulder G in connection with the fongue

H, which is provided with a curved end I, the |
object of which will be hereinafter explained. |

| The upper’section of the lever is provided

with a slot J, adapted to straddle the seg-
mental plate C and to engage the tongue H,
which is pivotally secured therein by a bolt
or rivet K. 'The ends of the slotted portion
being beveled, as shown at L, are adapted to
engage the shoulders G. Thus when the lever
18 thrown forward it forms a rigid joint.

Pivotally secured in the slot o just above

the tongue H by a bolt orrivet M is a pawl N,
adapted to engage the ratchet-teeth upon the
segmental plate and to be held in engagement
therewith by the lock-rod O, which is secured
to the othér end thereof.

The mode of operation is as follows: When

| the lever is thrown forward, the lock-rod ex-

erting a pull on the lower end of the pawl

causes the upper end to engage the ratchet,

thusapplying the brake and locking the lever.
Simply a reverse motion made with the lever

“causes the pawl to be thrown out of engage-

ment with the ratchet by the tongue which
engages the same.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n what
I claim as new and useful, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

In a wagon-brake, the combination, with a

frame having asegmental plate provided with

ratchet-teeth npon its lower edge, of a com-
pound lever piveted to the base of the said
frame, the lgwer section of the said leverhav-

ing beveled shoulders and a tongue, the up-

per section provided with a slot adapted to
straddle the said segmental plateand engage
the tongue which is pwoted therein, the ends
of the slotted portion being beveled and adapt-
ed to engage the shoulders on the lower sec-
tion, of a pawl pivoted in the said slot and a
lock-rod pivotally secured to the said pawl,
substantially as shown and for the purpose

ZACHARIAH HAWKINS.
Witnesses:

C. L. MILLER,
E. C. GREER.

t sot forth.
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