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(No model,)

To all whom it mary concermn:

Be it known that I, JOEN CALVIN LAM-
BERT, of Toniea, in the eounty of La Salle and
State of Illmms have invented anew and Im-
proved Wagon- I‘onnue Support, of which the
following is a full, eleal, and exact deserip-
tion. - |
The ebgjeet of the invention is to provide a
new and improved wagon-tongue support
which is simple and dllmble in eonst1 uction,
not liable to get out of order, and arranged 0
properly euppmt the tennue In any deswed
position, so as to 1e11eve the horses’ necks
from the welght of the tongue and at the same
time permit of fr ee Up- and down movement
and similar adjustment to readily adapt the
tongue to large or small animals. |

The 1nven1310n consists of novelfeaturesand
parts and combinations of the same, as will
bé tully deseribed hereinafter and then point-
ed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in whleh sumlar eharaete1s of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both the figures.

Kigure1lis a plan view of the lmprovement
and Flﬂ' 21is a sectional side elevation of the
same on the line 2 2 in Fig. 1.

The tongue A is mounted to swing near its
rear end on a pivot B, carried in the usual
side bars of the frame O, attached tothe front

~axle D of the wagon in the usual manner.

On the tongue A and beyond the rear of the
pivot B is seculed a holder ¥ in the form of
a curved guildeway for engagement with a

friction-roller ', carried on the forward end

of a slide F, fitted to move longitudinally in

a guideway G hung on eyes H, secured to the
cross-bar C' of the frame C. A spring Iis
colled on the slide F and rests with one end
on the guideway G, its rear end abutting
agalnst a washer and nut J, serewing on the
rear threaded end of said slide T, WhICh is
preferably in the shape of a rod ha,vmn' a
head at its forward end, as is plainly indi-
cated in Fig. 1. The head of the slide I
straddles the holder K, and the friction-roller
F'engagesthe front curved side of said holder,
sald frmmon-roller normally resting in the up-

50 per end of said holder to support the tongue

A in a horizontal position.

1

J

it 18 swung downward, as shown in dotted

lines atz:cm Fig. 2, to cause the friction-roller
' to travel on the inner face of the now up-
wardly-swung holder E, and when the desired
position of the tongue at the front end thereof
is reached the tond'ue will stay in this posi-
!t tion by reason of the action of the spring-

pressed friction -roller I’ on said holder.
When it is desired to hold the tongue A in
an upward position, then the’ tonn'ue A 18
swung upward byv the operator to the position

tion-roller K’ engaging the upper end of the
holder K, but with the slide I and the guide-
way G in a lowermost position—that is, with

the guideway G swung downward from the

eyes H as the fuleram.

The guideway Gean be leno'thened or shm t-
ened and for this purpose is preferably made
in sections G’ G*, of which the section G’ is
made of U form, ‘with the middle portion as a
bearing for the SlideI‘ and with the sidearms
secured by bolts G°® to the other section G=
fulerumed ontheeyesH. Theadjacent fa,eee
of the sections G' G are notched, as atb G*, as

{ plainlyindicated in Fig. 1, to hold the seetlone

against longitudinal movement and when it
is desired to lengthen or shmten the guide-
way the bolts G‘” are removed and the sec-
tions are moved inward or outward one upon
the other, and then the bolts G? are reinserted
in corr eepondmo*ly registering apertures G¥.
The eurve given to the inner feee of the holde1

E on whieh the friction-roller F' travels is
downwardly and rearwardly, as plainly indi-

cated in Fig. 2, so that the tongue A is held
in any deswed pocntmn into 'Whl(}h it 1s swung
by the action of the spring-pressed roller ¥
engaging the said face.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the
tongue A is free to swing upward at any time
to avold a stiff tongue, and at the same time
the support holds the tongue in any desired
position to relieve the animals’ necks from
the weight of the tongue. Furthermore, the
tonguecan be adjusted to large and small ani-

| mals, and when the wagon passes into an in-

clined position or lower pmtlon of a road then
the tongue A still retains its pemtlon rela-
tively 0 the animals.

It will be observed that my holder E ple-

When it is desired to lower the tongue A, | sents a closed guideway, so that it always
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_shown in dotted lines at y in Kig. 2, the frie-
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keeps the roller ' therein a,nd does away | pivoted tonwue and in the form of a curved

with any necessﬂzy of putting the roller back
into the gunideway.

Havmﬂ‘ thus fully described my mvenmon
I claim as new and .desu e to secure by Letters

Patent—
1. An automatle wagon - tongue support,

- comprising a closed holder on the fulcum end

20

25

of a pivoted tongue, a spring-pressed slide
having one end engaging said holder, and fit-
ted to move therein to hold the tongue 1n posi-

tionatany desired angle, and a pi Voted guide-

way in which the said slide is free to move,
substantially as shown and described.

2. An automatic wagon -tongue support,
comprising a holder on the fulci'um end of a
pivoted tongue, a spring-pressed slide engag-
ing said holder, to hold the tongue 1n position
ab any desired ancrle and a plvoted guideway
in which the Sﬂld shde is free to move, said
guideway being made in interlocking sectlo ns
longitudinally adjustable upon one auothel
substantially as shown and desecribed.

3. An automatic wagon -tongue support,
compnsmn' a holder on the fu]cmm end of a

band, & fmctwn roller engaging said ecurved
band, a slide on which the frlctlon roller is
journaled, said slide being provided with a
head carrying the frlctmn roller and strad-

dling said band, a guideway pivoted to the
wagon-frame, a,nd having a bearing for said
shde, and a spring held on the slide > and rest-

ing with one end on the acuideway and with
11}.5 other end abutting against a nut and
washer adjustableon the end of the slide, sub-

stantially as shown and described.

4, An automatic wagon - tongue support,

comprising a holder secured on the end of a

pivoted tongue, a spring-pressed slide engag-
ing said holder wher eby to hold the tongue at
di. Fferent angles, and a guideway in which
said slide is held, said n*mdewav being formed
in sections hav1nw serrated inner faces and
apertures whereby to receive bolts, as shown
and described.
JOHN CALVIN LAMBERT.
Witnesses:
GEORGE W. HARTENBOWER,.
GEORGE SEIDEL.
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