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To all whom it 101 COTLCETTL:

Be it known that I, HENRY P. JOHNSON,
residing at Dillon, in the county of Marion
and State of South Carolina, have made cer-

s tain new and useful Improvements in Mov-
able Platformsfor Railway-Stations, of which
~ the following is a specification.

Myinvention consistsin providing the plat-
form of a railwaystation or depot with a mov-
able section for use in transferring freight
with convenience and despatch. The said .
section is flush with the fixed portion of the
platform and mounted on rollers and ar-
ranged to move at a right angle to the edge
or side of the platform adjacent to the rail-

{0

The details of construction, arrangement,
and operation are as hereinafter described,
and shown in the accompanying drawings,
(two sheets,) in which— _ |

Figure 1 is a vertical section of my 1m-
proved movable section or rolling platform
and a portion of a fixed platform or floor of
a freight-house, the line of section being
transversely of said movable platform. kFig.
2is a vertical section of the same parts, taken
through the movable platform longitudinally.
Fig. 3is ahorizontal section of the same parts,
the top of the movable platform being broken
away. Fig. 4 is aperspective sectional view
of a portion of the movable platform.

A indicates my movable section or rolling
platform, which is arranged at a right angle
to the railway-tracks X, as shown in Figs. 2
and 3, and in a transverse opening or pas-
sage-way in the fixed platform B. In thisin-
stance the latter is represented as the floor
of a freight-house. The movable part A is
arranged with its top flush with such plat-
form or floor B, as shown in Fig. 1. It 18
provided with parallel side frame-pieces or
sills @, that rest ontwo sets of flanged guide-
rollers C, which are mounted on shafts rotat-
ing in suitable bearingsin the aforesaid pas-
sage-way. Strap or flat-bar iron is applied
to the under sides of the sills ¢ to take the
wear incident to use. Itis apparent thatthe
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platform A is thus adapted to be easily moved
on the rollers C forward and back in the pas-

and whose ends areattached to the respective

way-track. - )

so sage-way or opening in thefixed platform B, |

being practically a flat-top car and adapted
for use as such. For effecting this movement

I employ a vertical shaft D and a wire rope
or a chain E, whichis wound around said shait
ends of the movable platform A. Ata point >
intermediate the ends of the latter the rope
or ¢hain E runs on pulleys I¥, which are piv-
oted in fixed position in the center of the pas-
sage-way for the platform or car A. The
shaft D is arranged in suitable bearings in
the platform B and a step-block 0.

It is apparent that by rotating the shatt D
(by hand or by power) the rope or chain E
will be taken up on one side and let out on
the other and the platform A thereby moved
correspondingly toward or away from the
track, so that freight placed thereon may be
easily and quickly conveyed to a car stand-
ing on the track or removed therefrom to the
rear portion of the fixed platform B or the
rear portion of the freight-house. 'T'he mov-
able platform thus enables freight to be han-
dled much more easily than is practicable by
the ordinary method and saves time, labor,
and expense. |

One end of the rope or chain K is secured
to an adjusting device &, Kig. 2,in the form
of ascrew,which passesthrough theend frame-
piece of platform A and is provided with a
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nut H for adjusting it to take up -slack in

said rope or chain.

In order to prevent the movable platform
A being tilted by the weight of freight that
may be placed on its front end in unloading
a car, (the front rollers C thenacting as ful-
cra,) I provide guards in the form. of rollers
I, Figs. 1 and 3, which are arranged to bear
upon the rear end of the platform A, the
same being for this purpose mounted on fixed
journals attached to the frame of the fixed
platform or freight-house floor B.

What I claim is— |

1. The combination with the freight-house
platform, having a transverse passage-way,
pairs of rollers C, fixed in such passage-way,
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two pulleys arranged adjacently and between

said rollers, a movable platform arranged in
said passage-way, and having sillsa that rest

and run upon the rollers, and with 1ts top 100
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flush with the freight-house platform, a rope

~attached to the ends of the movable platform

and passing over the aforesaid pulleys, and
a shaft arranged in the fixed platform, for
‘winding the rope, as shown and described.
- 2. The combination with a fixed platform
or floor, having a transverse passage-way, of
amovable platform arranged in such passage-
way, and having its top flush with that of the

10 fixed platform, rollers fixed in the passage-

way for supporting the movable platform, a
winding-shaft, a rope or chain attached to
the movable platform, and wound upon the
shaft at an intermediate point, substantially
as shown and described.

H. P. JOHNSON.,

Witnesses:
W. W. SELLERS,
P. B. SELLERS.
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