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To «ll whome t6 may concerrn:
Beitknownthat I, CYRUS S. BO’WMAN aciti-
zen of the United Stetes residing at Newton
in the county of Harvey ‘and State of Kansas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in File-Binders; and I do hereby

declarethe following to be afull, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

The objectis ina ready, simple, thoroughly
efficient, and safe manner to effect the se-
curing together of letters, pamphlets, &e.,
the mode of assemDblage being such as to per-
mit easy inspection of any letter of a file when
desired, and, if necessary, to allow expedi-
tious separation of one or more lettersfrom a
file withoutinterfering with or disturbing the
order of arrangement ef the remaining ones.

With this obJeet in view the uwentmn con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of paris of a file-binder, as will be here-
inafter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of thisspecification, and in which like let-

ters of reference indicate corresponding parts,

I have illustrated an embodiment of my in-

vention, it beingunderstood that other forms .

of embodiment thereof may be empioyed
without departing from the spirit of the
sane.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective dlsplawn a4 file made up and se-
cured together by the file-binder character-
ized by thisinvention. Fig.2isa view inper-
spective of the binder, showing the manner
of its construction. IKig. 3isa view 1n {rans-
verse section taken on the line 8 3, Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings, A deswnetes the
body of bhe binder, the same 0011513‘51110* of a
strip of any smtable material, pr efembly of
leather, and provided along its length with a
plmeht,y of openings ¢ of Sueh size asto per-
mit passage of a double thickness of the
binding-cord A? but not more. At or near

one end of the bocly; and preferably at a cor-

ner, is secured a cord-fastening device ¢, in
the nature of a clamp or cleat, for holding
securely in place the free end of the cord or
tape A? upon which the letters, &e., are
In the present metanee the device

(No medel;}

| a* is a spring clamp or clasp formed by two

or.more coils of wire, the respective ends of
which are passed thlouon the body and are
snitably eclenched or otherwise secured in
place, but it is to be understood that I do not

ing device, as other forms suited to the pur-
pose may be em ployed withoutdepar ting from
the spirit of the invention.

The cord or tape A® may be of any material
suited to the purpose and is provided at one

limit myself to this particular form of fasten-
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end with a pointed metallic puncturing-tip cu" |

and at the other end with a tubular Llp al,

constituting a filing-tip. The tip @’ 1s con-
structed in such manner that in passing
through paper it will make an opening larger
than the cord, so that when a letter is to be
separated from a file there will be no obstruc-
tion offered to its removal, as from the butt-
end of the tip, where a slight shoulderis pre-
sented at its pointof eonnectlon with the cord.
This advantageous result is effected by bulg-
ing or enleurfrmﬂ* the tip between its extremes,
the bulge or enlfu gement being formed either
by 111(,111(1111()* more metal at this point or by
simply formmﬂ‘ the tip in this shape in mak-
ing. The tip may be made of a solid piece
of metal or of any other matetial suited to

the purpose, having a bore at its larger end
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for the reception of the cord, or it may be

made of a piece of sheet meta,l rolled or
plessed to the required shape. The tubular
tip atis, in cross-section, preferably of the
same diameter as the lemest part of the tip
a® and is left hollow—that is to say, the cord
is terminated some distance short of the end,

in order that the tip may be fitted over the

pointed end of the tip a® when it is desired to
remove a particular letter or paper from the

file without disturbing the order of arrange-

ment of those seperated -

In connection with the cord and as a means
for holding the same from slipping or being
drawn thr{)u oh the body when one end of the
cord 1s drawn upon, as when in pulling on
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the cord to effect elose assemblage of the

papers prior to securing the cord 1n the clamp

0%, & cord-grip alis employed which, as shown

in Fig. 2 in perspective and in Flﬂ' 3 in sec-
tion, is a dished metallic disk provided with

| two openings a for the passage of the cord A2
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the metal between the two openings being de-
pressed, 8o that the bend of the:cord will lie
flush with the back of the disk. The object
of having the cord-grip dished or concaved is

to cause it closely to hug the back of a cover
when such is used in connection with the file,

in which case the cover is placed between the

disk and the body of the binder, or to hug
the said body, so that a rubber band may be

slipped past the cord-grip without meeting

with any obstriction therefrom. As before
mentioned, the openings-¢ are of such size as
toadmit only two thicknesses of the cord, and
as the openings in the cord-grip are separated

it follows that the two members of the cord.

confined between the body A and the inner
or dish-shaped side of the disk will beerowded
In such manner as to present a wedge-shaped
loop, as clearly shown in Fig. 3, so that any
attempt todraw out one end of the cord when

.the disk s -closely hugging the back of the

body will operate to bind the two members

~of the cord in the opening of the body, and
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thus lock the cord against movement. When,
however, it is necessary to lengthen or to
shorten the puncturing-tip-carrying member
of the cord, it will only be necessary to draw
the disk away from the body A, thereby leav-

ing the cord held only by the slight friction
presented by the walls of the opening-a,

through which the cord is passed.
When it is desired toseparate aletter from

- the file—say one somewhat removed from the
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‘removed to reach the desired one.

on it.

top—the filing-tip ¢! is-employed to prevent
derangement in the order.of the letters to be
_ In use
the tip a* is placed over the pointed end of
the tip a°. 'The letters are then slipped onto
the shank of the tip a* and when the desired
letter for separation is reached the tip atis
removed from-thetip ¢® with thelettersstrung
‘I'he manner in which the letters are
replaced upon the cord is obvious and there-
fore need not be described. B
It 18 to be understood that the binder here-

in described constitutes in itself an article of

manufacture and is entirely independent of

. -any cover, although one may be employed,
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and when such coveris used it is held in po-
sition between the cord-grip and the body of
the ‘binder. When a ‘cover is employed in
connection with the ‘binder, the formeris free
from the binder—that istosay, the binder is

630,172

in no way dependent upon a coverin the per-
formance of its functions. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1.. A file-binder comprising a flexible body
portion provided with a plurality of openings,
and carrying afastening device,a dished cord-

grip provided with two openings, and a cord
having its two members passed through the
two openings in the cord-grip

and through a
single opening in the body portion, substan-
tially as described. |

2. A file-binder comprising a flexible body
portion provided with a plurality of openings
and carrying afastening device,a dished cord-
grip provided with two openings, a cord hav-
ing 1ts two members passed through the two
openings in the cord-grip and through a sin-
gle opening in the body portion, and a punec-
turing-tip carried by one member of the cord,
substantially as deseribed.

3. A file-binder comprising a flexible body

portion provided with a plurality of openings
and carrying a spring fastening device a

dished cord-grip provided with two-openings,
a cord having its two members passed through-
the openings in the cord-grip and through a

single opening in the body portion, and a

‘puncturing-tip carried by one member of the

cord, the tip being of greaterdiameter, inter-

‘mediate of its ends, than the cord, substan-

tially as described. |
4. Afile-binder comprising a flexible body
portion provided with a plurality of -openings

and carrying a spring fastening device, a

dished cord-grip provided with two openings,
a cord having its twomembers passed through
the openings in the cord-grip and through a

55

6o

—_—

65

30

GO

single opening in the body portion, a -pune-

turing-tip carried by one member of the-cord,
the tip being of greater diameter, intermedi-
ate of its ends, than the cord, and a tubular
filing-tip carried by the other member of the
cord, substantially as described. -

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in the presence of two subseribing 100

witnesses. |
CYRUS S. BOWMAN.

- Withesses:
R. M. ELLIOTT,
K. . PAR-RY.
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