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Application filed May 21,1898, Serial No.681,351.
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To all whonm it may conecern.:

Be it known that I, EvA M. WORTH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residingat St. Louis,
in the State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Under-
waists, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
thereof. _

My invention relates to improvements in

underwaists; and it consists in the novel ar-

rangement and combination of parts, as will
be hereinafter more particularly described,
and pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my complete invention. ¥ig. 2 1s a horizon-
tal section taken on the line x x of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is adetail plan viewof one of the shoul-
der-strips; and Fig. 4 1s a longitudinal section
of the same, taken on the line 7 ¥ of IFig. 1.

The ob;;ect of my invention 1s to construet.

a simple, novel, and practical underwaist
more especially to be worn or used by chil-
dren, but can be constructed of various sizes
and worn by women with like results, and it
consists of a waistband made of two strips or
pieces the endsof which are buttoned or other-
wisesecured togethertoform a complete band
which is adapted to encircle the body of the
wearer about the waist, buttons secured to
the outside of the band to which the skirts or
lower undergarments are removably secured,
two oppositely-arranged yokes secured to said
band and adapted to be located directly in
front and rear or back of the wearer, respec-
tively, said yokes extending a suitable dis-

tance below the band, to which a napkin or

other cloth may be removably secured, the
upper ends of the yokes terminating into
forks, two shoulder-straps, shortelastic strips
connecting the ends of the shoulder-straps to
the forked ends of the yokes, and supporting-
pieces arranged at an angle, one end of each
being secured to the opposite sides of the
yvokesand having their opposite ends attached

to the band,whereby said band is always held

in a true horizontal position for properly sup-
porting the lower garments, all of which will
now be described by reference to the draw-
ings.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 represents a waistband which is construected

| of one long strip 2 and a short strip 3, the

ends being temporarily united by buttons 4,
carried by the ends of the long band, and but-
tonholes 5, formed in the ends of the short
band. To the band are secured additional
buttons 6, which operate as a means for se-
curing the lower undergarments to said band.

To each of the strips 2 “and 3 which form the

band . is secured a yoke 7, the lower ends of
which extend below the band for the purpose
previously described, the upper ends of said
yokes terminating into yokes 8.

The shoulder-straps 9 are of a sufficient
length to pass completely over the shoulders
of the wearer, and the ends of said shoulder-
strapsand forked ends of the yokes are united
by elastic strips 10, which operate to provide
a yielding connection, whereby perfect free-

dom is given the body, and, further, all parts

comprising the undelwalst will remain in
their respective positions upon the body. In
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order to hold the band 1 in a true horizontal

position upon the body and properly support
the garments to be carried by the same, sup-
porting-strips 11 are employed which are ar-
ranged at an angle and having their opposite

ends secured to the yokes and band, respec--

tively, the lower ends of two said strips lead-
ing from one yoke being secured to the short
strip 8, and the lower ends of the other two
strips 11 secured to the longstrip 2, whereby
the underwaist may be easily removed from
the body of the wearer.

In carrying out my invention the same is

constructed of any suitable textile fabric to

render 1t pliable and readily conform to the
body and when in use will be comfortable
and yet operate as a brace, thereby holding
the shoulders in their proper position and the
body erect.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim is—

An underwaist, consisting ot a waistband
comprising a short and 10nﬂ strip, means for
tempor &rﬂy securing the opp051te ends of the
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same, buttons a,ttdched to said band, two ta-

pering yokes one of which 1Is carried by the
short strip, and the other by the long strip,
the lower ends of which extend beiow the said
strips, said yokes having forked upper ends,
inclined supporting - stmps connecting one

| yoke with the ends of the short strip for ming
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a part of the band, additional inclined sup- |

porting-strips connecting the opposite yoke
with the long strip forming the remaining
part of the band, shoulder-straps, and elastic
strips arranged in pairs for uniting the ends
of the shoulder-straps with the forked ends

of theyokes; asand forthe purposedescribed. |
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturé
in presence of two witnesses.

EVA M. WORTH.

Witnesses:
C. F. KELLER,
ALFRED A. MATHEY.
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