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To all whom it mar conecern:

Be it known that I, JouEN F. WHITE, a citi-
zen of the United States,residingat Blooming-
ton, in the county of McLean and State of Illi-

nois, have invented anewand useful Clothes- |

Rack,of which the followingisaspecification.
Thisinvention relates toclothes-racks; and
the object is to provide a simple and efficient

device of this character which is so construct-

ed as to receive a very large quantity of
clothes and upon which starched clothing can
be spread and dried without danger of ¢rum-

pling, and the device is also foldable, it being
of such a nature that when not in use it can

be easily and quickly folded and -placed out

of the way, and when in such condition it

occupies a very small space, although when
unfolded it is adapted to sustain considerable
weight without possibility of any of the joints
ﬂemng |

The rack constituting the present apphea-
tion comprises a houzonml portion consist-

ing of two side sections, each including a pair

of jointed bars, a series of legs or standards
located at the corners of said horizontal por-
tion and disposed at right angles thereto, and

each leg or standard consisting of a pair of

jointed bars and four braces disposed in pairs

at opposite sides of and connected, respec-

tively, with said horizontal portion and ver-

tical legs, the respective pairs of braces being

;|omted at a point above said horizontal por-
tion and diverging from sald point and ex-
tending across and connected to the horizon-
tal portion and to thelegs, and the lower ends

of said braces being located at a point above
the lower extremities of sald legs and con-

nected with the latter by auxiliary braces,
and in conjunction with these parts I provide
cross-bars, which are disposed between the
braces, the horizontal portion, and the legs,
and as a means for obtaining simplicity in
the structure I prefer to utilize each of these
cross-bars as a pivot for connecting certain
of the elements of the structure, and so that
the latter may occupy a minimum amount
of space the rods or bars counstituting the
braces, horizontal portion, and legs are dis-
posed in two ahned sets at 0pp0$1te sides of
the rack.

With these ends in view the invention con-

sists in the novel combination of elements
and in the construction and arrangement of

parts, which ' will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed.
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To enable others to understand the inven-

tion, I have illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment thereof in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and 1n
which~—

Figure 1 is a perspective view ot a clobhes-
rack constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a similar view of said rack
folded. Fig‘. 3 is a plan view showing the
rack open. Fig. 4 is a side elevation show-
ing the rack closed or folded. I'ig. 5 1isa de-
tail view upon an enlarged scale, showing the
pivotal connection bebween two of the bals
or rods of one of the elements. |

Like characters denotelike and correspond-

ing parts in each of the several figures of the

drawings.

My clothes-rack consists of the horizontal
portion H, the vertical legs or standards V,
V', V2, and V3, and the dmfrona,l braces L

_B’ B?, and B?, which are dlSpObed in pans
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at opposite sides of the rack, as indicated =

clearlyin Fig. 1, and are joined at the top at
.a point somewhat -above the horizontal por-
-tion H by the connecting-bar 2, extending

entirely across the rack and const,lbutmg a
pivot for each pair, the ends of the connect-

80.

ing-bar being 1edueed, as at 2', and fitting

within smmbly formed ,]Ouuml openings in
the ends of the braces. Said braces meet at

a point above the horizontal portion and di-

verge downward therefrom, extending across

‘the ¢ opposite side sections /1 and 7’ of said hori-

zontal section and across the legs or uprights
V, V', V* and V3and stop at a point above the
10W61 extremities of the legs.

Each of the side sections & and ' of the
horizontal portion Il consists of a pair of rods
jointed at their inner ends by the connect-
ing-bar 3 to each other and at their opposite
ends to the vertical legs or uprights V, V’ V2,

“and V3 by the horizontal bars 32,

oo .
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Fach of the braces a,foremenmoned consists

of a pair of rods jointed at their inner ends
by the connecting rods or bars 4 and 5 and
also jointed to the sections  and B’ of the

| horizontal portion I, and the upper members

IQO
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of these braces are connected, as herembe- |
fore set forth, at a point above said horizon-

tal portion. bv the connecling-bar 2. The
lower rods of these braces are Jomted respec-

tively, to the upper rods of the vertical legs
or standards; the connecting-bars 6 being
employed for this purpose, while the con nect-
ing-bars 7 are utilized to connect the upper
and lower sections of the four legs.

Upon an inspection of the drawings it will

be seen that each of the portions of the rack
when the latter is in its working position

-constitutes a toggle the centers of which are

in line, by reason of which the structure is
rendered strong and not liable to flexure at
any of the Jomts when sustaining a large
weight, and it will be obvious that the con-
necting-bars not only serve to join the sev-

eral. rods, but constitute convenient devices

upon which clothing can be hung.
As a means for holdm-:r the leﬂ's or stand-
ards in an upright posmon the low er ends of

the braces B, B, B, and B%are connected with

- the lower rods of the legs by auxiliary braces,
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as 8, jointed thereto bv the connee‘omn‘-bars

9, and the upper ends of the braces 8 are con-
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nected to the lower ends of the main braces
by c¢onnecting-bars 10. As will be under-
stood, each of the connecting-bars constitutes
a pwot for connecting two elements at each
end thereof; and the extremities of the sev-
eral c’onnectinﬂ' bars are reduced, as at 12,
thereby producmn’ shoulders, as at 13, which

fit against the structure when the reduced

portions are fitted in openings in the rods,
thereby maintaining the proper relation of
the parts.

To fold the devwe the topmost bar 2 is
grasped and the legs V and V' and V2and V?
swung outward, thewby breaking the joints
and permitting the several rods to be readily

- folded upon one another, and the rods at op-

45

posite sidés of the rack will be located respec-
tively in two different planes or in altern:it-
1ngarranwement asindicatedin Fig. 2, where-

- 650,150

by when said rack is folded it w 111 occupy bt
a minimum amount of space.

Changes in the form, proportion, size, and
the minor details of construction within the
scope of the appended claims may be resort-
ed to without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-

vention.

- Having thus deser 1bud the mventlon what
I claim is—
1. The combidation of a horiZzontal por 131011

cons1stmn* of sections provided with jointed

bars, 1eﬂ's located at the corners of the hori-

zontal portlon and composed of jointed bars;

braces disposed at opposite sides of and con-
nected with the horizontal portion and with

the legs and jointed at a pomt above theé said

homzontal portionand diverging downwa,rdly
supplemental braces con neetm o the said

‘braces with the legs, and cross- bars between

the braces and legs and forming pivots for
the same, substa,ntmlly as descr 1bed

2. The combination with a horizontal por-
tion consisting of side sections each compris-
ing jointed bars, of legs or standards located
at the corners of smd horizontal portion and
each legorstandard consisting of jointed bars,
braces located at opposite suies of and con-
nected respectively with said horizontal por-
tion and vertical legs and jointed at a point
above sald horizontal portion and diverging
therefrom and extending across and jointed
to the legs, the ends of said braces being lo-
cated at a point above the lower extremities
of the legs, a brace connection for the eénds

of the said braces and cross-bars béetween the

braces and the legs, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the fmefromtr as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnatme in
the presence of two witnesses.

J OH"I F. WHITE.

YVitn'esse'S :
JAMES W. TAVENNER,
A. M. DUFF.
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