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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

TIIOMAS B. TUTTLE, OF CARTIIAGE, MISSOURI.

CARD-DELIVERING MACHINE._ .

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters E

Patent No. 630,138, dated Angusﬁ 1, 1899

“Application filed May 11,1899, Serial No. 716, 364 (No model.)

To all whom it maoy concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS B. TUTTLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Car-
thage, in the county of Jasper and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Card-Delivering I3oxes
or Holders, of which the following is a speci-

eompany ing drawings.
This mventlon Ielates to machines for de-
livering cards and like articles from a box.

" The object of the invention is to produce a

machine which will deliver cards singly. It
18 especlally intended for the use of postmas-
ters, so that in selling a few cards at a time
there may be no danger of miscounts, as is fre-
quently the case when cards are counted out
by hand. While the machine may be used

- for other purposes, the manipulation of pos-
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upper edge ot the plate E.

tal cards and stamped envelops is its special
function.

Figure 1 is a side elevatlon of the box and
feed mechanism. - Iig. 21s a front elevation.
Fig. 3 1s a section about on line 3 3, Flﬂ" 2.
I‘w 4 18 a section about on line 4 4, Fig,

The rectangular box or casing A may be of
tin, Japanned iron, or otherlight material and
preferably has a hinged cover B. A cross-bar
C extends across the box near the rear upper
corner, sald cross-bar being supported by
screws or other devices D, passing through
the sides of the box.
K 1s attached at i1ts upper end by a set-screw
I to the bar C, and the serew or a nut there-
on may be used to adjust the height of the
The lﬂwer edge
of the plate extends forward to near the fr ont
of the box, and the plate E extends down-
ward and curves forward, forming an inecline
or curved guide for cards. Thecurveof guide
K may be chanﬂ'ed by slightly springing the
plate by hand or otherwise.

A feed-shaft G extends crosswise of the box
nearthe front lowercorner. Thisshaftpasses
through slots II in the sides of the box., One
end of shaft  has a c¢rank or operating-han-
dle, as I, outside the box, and springs K em-
brace or engage the shaft topull it in the slots
H toward the cards to be fed, but permitting
the roll to yield.

A cylinder or feed-roller L is fixed to shaft
( s0 as to rotate therewith.

A thin sheet of metal

!

fication, Iefez ence being had therein to the ac- |

This roller has a, l

number of friction or adhesion rings or bands
M on its periphery, these rings being prefer-
ably of rubber or similar yielding material.
A number of rubber bands of ecommon con-
struction applied to the roller give good feed-
ing-surface which will adhere to the emd in
feedmg, yet freely deliver a card.

A slot O in the front of the casing, near the
bottom, permits the cards to feed out.

1o operate the device, a bunch or package
of cards may be dropped info the box so as to
lie on the plate E. The cards, if of the char-
acter of usual postal cards, Wlll arrange them-
selves in about the posmon shown at R, the
front card of the bunch slipping a little under
the rollerI.. DByrotating the rollerin the di-
rection of the arrow, Fig. 3, the front card R’
will be drawn down and fed out through slot
O, and when this card is out of the box the
next card will be fed out, the rubber rings M
acting as friction- surfaces to draw or feed the

ards singly.

By preference the roller I. will be of the
same circumference as the length of the
cards, and then every turn of the ha,ndle will
feed out a card.

The curved guide K serves as a support for
the cards pl&ced thereon and tends to sepa-
rate them, the action of gravitation causing
the lower edge of the car ds nearest the cy 12
inder to slip alonn' the curved plate, the card
next the cylinder extending somewhat under

thesame,being pressed forward by the weight

of cards behind. The adjustable feature of

this guide ¥ permits the plate to curve on

different arcs, so as to feed cards of different
degrees of flexibility or of different sizes with
the proper frictional bearing against the feed-
roller.

The box may be fastened to a table or shelf
or to the wall in any convenient way. The
deliveryof the cards may be very rapid, about
as fast as a person can well count, and there
is little or no danger of two cards passing out
of the box at the same time, as the roller with
rubber surface selects the front card uner-
ringly. The springs K pull the roller down-

ward on the front edge of the card with a
light pressure as the curved plate E guides
the front lower edge of said card against and
partly under the foed-roll. '

The space behind the bar C can be used for_ '
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the storage of a bunch of postal cards, if de- | their lower edges placed thereon, whereby

sired. Assuch cards generally come in pack-
ages of twenty-five, one or two packs may be
dropped into the box at a time, and the small
retail sales of such cards may be made by
feeding the cards out singly by turning the
In actual use the device 18 found to

work to great advantage. The simple con-

- struction enables the box to be sold at a low

10

price. The weight of such a box for postal
cards, constructed of common tin-plate with
wire crank and shaft and wooden feed-roll,
18 only a few ounces, so that the device may
be transported by mail at small expense.

- What I claim is—

1. In a card-feeding device, an inclosing

- box having a slot at its front face, a feed-roll

20

extending across the box near said slot and
having a handle outside the box, and the
flexible curved plate within the box with its
lower edge extending close to the feed-roll
and serving as the support for cards with

the position and curvature of the cards may
be regulated, all combined substantially as

described.

2.. A box for delivering cards and the like,
having a delivery-slot near the lower front
edge, a feed-roll within the box near said slot
and having an operating-handle outside the
box, the flexible guide-plate having its lower
front edge supported in proximity to the
lower surface of the feed-roll, and means for
adjusting the rear upper edge of the guide-
plate, whereby the curvature of the plate on
which cards are to rest may be regulated,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS B. TUTTLE.

Withesses:
.. M. MURPHY, |
JNO. F. BLAKENEY.
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