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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELBRIDGE LLEWELLYN
SCRIBNER, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Amesbuw in the county of Hssex
and State of M assachusettq have Invented
certain new and useful Impmvements in Car-
pet-Stretchers; and I dodeclare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

Theinvention hasrelation tocarpet-stretch-
ers; and the object is to provide a simple, du-

a,ble and inexpensive device of this charac-
ter by means of which the carpet may be ef-
fectually stretched and held stretched while
the tacks are being driven, thus allowing the
operator free use of both hands for that pur-
pose.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in certain features of construction and
combination of parts, which will be hereinaf-
ter fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, I igure 1 1s
a perspective view of my 1mpmved carpet-
stretcher. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional
view through a portion of the rack-bar and
the lower bifurcated end of the operating-le-
ver, and Fig. 31s a view of one of the cmpetﬂ
engaging prongs.

In the dmwmys, 1 denotes the rack-bar,
having upon its opposite sides teeth a and b,
formed with inclined rear sides and straight
vertical front sides. |

2 and 5 denote blocks, the under sides of
which are provided with prongs for engaging
the carpet on the surface. These prongs are
of the form shown in Fig. 3 and are secured
to strips of leather, which in turn are secured
to the under sides of the blocks, so that if the
prongs become worn or damaged the strips of
leather may be removed from the blocks and
replaced by new strips. These blocks are
provided with bearings 4, through which the
rack-bar is adapted to pass

5 denotes a link extending across.the lower
bifurcated end of the operating-lever 0, pro-
vided with hooked ends 7 to engage eyes 8,
secured to the forward block 2. It will be

noticed that this link passes under the rack-
bar and has its cross-piece engaging the rack-
teeth on the under side of said bar.

9 denotes links pivoted to the lower end of
the bifurcated lever at a point above the rack-
bar. The rear ends of these links are con-
nected to eyes 10 in the rear block 3. _

It will be noticed that the bail 5 and the
cross-pin 7' of the bifurcated operating-lever
6 engage the rack-bar 1 above and below,
themby constituting the shortest leverage ob-
tainable. The forward end of the 1a(,]z; bar
is provided with prongs 11, which are adapted
to be driven into the ﬂoor.

In operation the prongs 11 are driven into
the floor nearthe wall. The blocks, with their
prongs, are then engaged with the carpet on
the surface near the wall and near the middle
of the carpet, respectively, and by rocking

‘the lever back and forth the blocks are al-

lowed to draw the carpet toward the prongs,
thereby stretching the carpet one-half at a
time alternately.
from the operating-lever, it will be noticed
that the carpet will be securely held in its
stretched position by the rack-teeth engaging
either the link 5 or the CPOSS-pin 7' of the op-
erating-lever.

Althouc-'h I have Speuﬁcally descubed the

‘constru cmon and relative arrangement of the
several elements of my iuvention, I do not

desire to be confined to the same, as such
changes or modifications may be made as
clearly fall within the scope of the invention
without departing from the spirit thereof.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States
18—

In a carpet-stretcher, the combination with
a rack-bar having teeth arranged alternately
upon its opposite sides and provided with a
prong near its forward end, blocks having
prongs to engage the carpet, an operating-le-
verhavm o8 b1f urcated lower end which strad-
dles the rack-bar, links connecting one of the
blocks with the bifurcated lever at a point
below therack-bar and provided with a cross-

| p1ece adapted to engagethe teeth on the lo WBI

When pressureisremoved
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side of the rack-bar; and links coﬂﬁe_cted to | my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
the lever above the rack-bar and to the other | nesses.
block, and a cross-pin extending through the

- bifurcated end of the lever at a point above ELBRIDGE LLEWELLYN SCRIBNER.
5 the upper rack-teeth, substantially as set Witnesses:

forth. HoRrRACE W. PRAG,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set | ANNIE M. WALLACE.
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