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1o all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, ROBERT G. HOPKINS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Som-
erville, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Inkstand-Shields, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part of this
speclfication, in explaining its nature.

The invention relates to the herein -de-
scribed improvement in shieldsforinkstands.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in ver-
tical central section thereof. Fig. 2isa view
in vertical central section, representing a
slight modification in the construction of the
shield, to which referenceishereinafter made.
Fig. 3 is a view in plan of the elastic dia-
phragm, a slitted diaphragm forming a part
of the structure; and Fig. 4 is a view in ver-
tical section of a diaphragm the edges of
which are thicker than the intermediate sec-
tion.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
holder for the diaphragm B. It has a conical
exterior a, the conical mouth o’ extending to
the diaphragm. The holder is made in the
two parts a® a®, between which is held the
outer edge of the diaphragm. The part a?

has the reduced section a?, and the part a® is
in the nature of a cap having a hole through
it, the shoulder a® closing against the rim of
the diaphragm and the portion a® tightly fit-
ting the side of the part A. In Fig. 2 the

part a® is represented as extended to the top
of the section o or as entirely surrounding it.
The diaphragm B is made of rubber and has
a continuous outer edge b and the cross-slits
b', which form annular flaps 6°. In use the
holder is inserted into the neck of an ink
bottle, stand, or well, thus locating over the
ink the diaphragm B. Toreach the ink, the
pen is forced between the tongues of the dia-
phragm, and they cling toit during its down-
ward and also during its upward movement
and serve to remove from it scale or any other
substance or surplus ink. The diaphragm
also serves to prevent dust and foreign mat-
ter from entering the ink and evaporation,
and to a degree 113 acts as a safety device in

| case the stand should be upset because it

tends to prevent the quick outflow of the ink
under such conditions.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States—

In an inkstand-shield the combination of
the part a*, the part a® forming a portion of
the diaphragm-holder and having a shoulder
a’ and a slitted flexible diaphragm B the rim
of which is held against the under surface of
the part ¢* by the ‘said shoulder a’, as and for
the purposes described. .

ROBERT G. HOPKINS.

Witnesses:
F. F. RAYMOND, 2d,
J. M. DOLAN.
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