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To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT M. CLARK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Fusees for Railroad or
other Uses, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part of this specification, in explaining its
nature.

I'usees for railroad and similar uses have
generally consisted of a case containing illu-
minating ingredients or powder and a block
inserted in its lower end carrying a metal
spike, by which it may be attached to a sleeper
or other support or stuck into the earth. It
is often desirable, however, that the fusee be
held by hand instead of being so attached or
supported, and there is absent from it any
means by which this may readily be done,

the spike not aiffording any help in this di--

rection, but rather being in the way, and also
from the fact that as 1t is always uncovered it
1s to some extent a source of danger.

My invention consists in prov 1dmﬂ' fusees.

of this ‘character with a removable handle,
which shall also act as a shield for the spike
and from which the fusee and attached spike
may be readily detached.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
view in elevation of my improvement. Fig. 2
1S also a view in elevation, representing the
handle as detached from the fusee. TIig. 3is
a view partly in elevation and partly in sec-
tion, illustrating the section between the han-
dle and the fusee. Fig. 4 is a view showing
a slight modification in the construction of
the handle, to which reference is hereinafter
made. Flg 518 a view In seotlon upon the
dotted line of Fig. 4.

A represents a f usee-case.
block at its lower end, and C is the metal
spike, held by the Wooden block and the point
¢ of which is sharpened.

D is the removable handle and splke-pro-
tector. It has the handle-section d, and its

D is the wooden |

upper end d' is shaped to receive the outer

end b of the spike-holding block B. Thesaid
outer end may be the converse in shape of

- must be substantial.

(No model.}

—_——

enough to recelve a small or any desired sec-
tion thereof. There is also in the handle a
hole d?, which extends inward from the end
of the handle or from the recess therein, and
which 1s as long or slightly longer than the
exposed part of the spike C, and which is
slightly smaller in diameter than the diameter
of the spike in order that the spike may fit
the hole with some degree of tightness, and
thereby secure the fusee to the handle.
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In Fig. 4 1 haverepresented the end of the -

handle as slotted from its outer end to the
hole e, and the spike-hole d* is made some-
what lessin diameter than it otherwise would
be, the insertion of the spike into the hole
then causing the two parts to be slightly sep-
arated sufficient to exert a friction thereon.
This provides a handle with a means for re-
ceiving spikes, which may vary somewhat in
diameter, and also with a frictional holding

capacity somewhat more reliable and greater

than that obtained by a hole alone. The end
of the handle may not be socketed to receive
the end of the wooden block, although I pre-
fer that it be so shaped.

‘Touse the invention, the spike of the fusee

is inserted into the hole d” and the fusee and

handle then moved together until the wooden
block at the end of the fusee comes into con-
tact with the end of the handle. The fusee
and the handle will then be united with suf-
ficient friction to hold the fusee to the handle,
while at the same time the fusee may be

readily detached from the handle in order to

expose the spike and permit its use in attach-
ing the fusee to a fixed support.. _
seen, further, that the handle has at its end a
cavity for receiving the rounded end of the
fusee and that this removes the jaws of the
holder from the strain of the spike, as the
rounded end of the fusee is well seated in the
said cavity.

It will be understood that these fusees are
quite heavy and that the support for the same
It will also be seen
that the handle acts to protectand cover the
spike when it is not used as a handle and in
this way preserves it from being acmdentallv

bent, so that the spike is always in a condi- 100

tion to attach 1he fusece to a.sleeper or other

Lhc end of the wooden hloe}\ and may be large | suppor £.
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ent of the United States—

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, |

I claim and desire to secure by Letters PPat-

1. The combination of a fusee for railroad
andatheruseshavingaroundedlowerend and

- a metal spike held by said end and projecting

10

therefrom, with a removable combined cover
for said end and spike and handle having a
long handle portion and at one end the cover
and jaw comprising a cavity in the end for
the reception of the rounded end of the fusee,
and aspike-receiving hole extending from the
inner end of said cavity, all as and for the
purposes set forth.

330,035

-2, Acombined cover and handle for a rail-
road or simllar fusee having a rounded end
and aspike, made of wood, fashioned to pro-
vide a grasping-section forthe hand and hav-
ing one end provided with a cavity for receiv-
ing and holding the rounded end of the fusee,
and a spike-receiving hole extending from
said cavity of smaller size than the size of the
spike, and slits extending from said hole to
the outer side of the handle. - |

ROBERT M. CLARK.
Witnesses: .
F. ¥. RAYMOND, 2d,
J. M. DOLAN.
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