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To all whomy it may concer:
Be it known that I, CHARLES R, ALLEN, &

cltizen of the Umted States, residing in the;é

city and county of San Franmseu State of | stringers, which are usually placed upon the

”edﬂ‘es of the wharves.

Portable Vessel Loading Platforms; and I .

hereby declare the followmg to be afull elea,r | or edge of the whamf and the end A'pr 036@1:5

California, have invented an Impmvement in

and exact description of the same.
My invention relates to a device which is

esPecla,lly designed for the loading of vessels
from wharves, and is partwularly ad&pted for

the purpose of dischar ging from wagons di-
rectly upon the vessel’s deck or into the hold.
It consists in the parts and the construec-
tions and combinations of parts hereinafter
deseribed and claimed.
Referring to the accompanying dmmnwsj

- Figure 1 is a plan. Fig. 2is a side elevation.
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Fw 3 shows the method of securing the in-

elmed portwn C to the part A. I‘w* 4 is

front view of the strap F. Fig. 5 shﬂws the
method of securing the part G to the part A.
Fig. 6 is a side view of same. Fig. 7 shows

| the method of fastening the inclined part C
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to the part A. Fig. 3 is a transverse aecmon‘_J

through the part C

In the loading of vessels with coal or any- |

thing which 1s brouﬂ‘ht in bulk in carts or
other vehicles, it is difficult to dlscharge the
load upon the vessel without some interven-
ing hoisting-chute or other contrivance, be-

cause, when the vessel is as close as pOSSlble'

to the wharf, there is always the iritervening
space, in addition to which the heavystringers
employed to gunard the edges of most wharves

will prevent a cart from approachlng as near

to the vessel as desirable, or from being prop-
erly dumped. The Dbject of my invention is

to overcome these difficulties by providing a |
portable platform raised above the level of

the stringer, having an inclined driveway, so
that a hor se and cart can be driven upon the
platform, a guarded extension projecting over
the vessel’b side, so that the cart may be
backed upon this extension and dumped or
discharged directly npon the vessel’s deck or
into the hold, after which the horse may be
turned and dxweu down the inclined way

upon the wharti.

The device may be ‘made in various w ays,

the essential feature of which is a main plat-

form A, having suitable supports or posts B, |

| which are

| be needed.

fixed beneath it when it is in use,
| with their lower ends resting upon the whart

and the platform at an eleva,tmn above the 55

This platform A may
be set as elose]v as convenient to.the stringer

summently beyond the edge of the wharf to
discharge directly upon the vessel which may

‘be brought to that point for loading.

ilccess is had to the platform by an inclined

‘way composed of the jointed foldable sec-

tions C C¢'. The section C'is hinged and fold-

‘able upon the part C and forms “the first ap-

proach up which the team may be driven, the

| seetion C extending upward to the edge of the

platform A, towhich itisconnected by means
of bent arms D and sockets E, similar to those
shown in the enlarged detalls, Figs. 5 and 6,

a | as connecting the opposite side of the plat—

form with the extension G, hereinafter men-

tioned. |
The main timbers of the incline C may be

‘supported upon heavy straps ¥, which are

fixed to the side of the platfc)rm A, and by

‘hooks and sockets shown at D' K the parts

may be united so as to prevent theirslipping
apart or being otherwise separated from each
other. Unon the oppomte side of the plat-
form A is another extension G, which is con-

nected with the side of A by bent arms Dand

socket-pieces I, and the outer edges of this
platform are supported by legs H, “which are
insertible and removable at pleasure In
this condition it is easy to drive the team up
the incline € C' upon the platform A, the

‘horse going far enough upon the part G 50
that he can turn and e backed in upon the

extension A'until thewheelsof thecart strike
the protecting-stringer a, which is preferably
fixed to the e:&tleme end of the extension A'.

‘Other protecting-stringers ¢ are fixed upon
the sides of thIS extension,

which is wide
enough to allow ample room for any cart or
wagon to be backed in uponit. Inthisposition

it is ready to be discharged and its load de-

livered directly upon the “deck orinto the hold
of a vessel, as may be desired, by the use
of any Slmple dueetmn‘-chute, or in some

cases if the hatchways are large no chute will
After the load “has. been thus

dumped the horse may be driven forward,
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turning toward the inclined way C, so that |

he can be driven directly off the platform,

the object being to have it suffliciently large

to allow the horse and cart to be driven di-
rectly on, then backed upon the extension to
discharge the load, and then driven forward
to the right and down the inclined way.

The part A hasbearing-wheelsIand asteer-
Iing-wheel J, with any suitable connection,
by whichit may be hauled from place to place.
In order to reduce the bulk of the apparatus
for this purpose, the part & is disengaged
from the part A, and the part C is also dis-
engaged from the opposite side C' and folded

uponit,and thesupporting-legs Bareremoved

or disengaged, so as to allow the platform A to
rest-upon 1its wheels, and - the other parts of
the platform may be placed upon the part A
or otherwise connected with it.

In the present case I have shown wheels K
beneath the part C, which may be too bulky
to be conveniently mounted upon A, in whiech
case it can be connected with the rear end of
the part A’ and will then be hauled along by
the same power until a new station isreached.

The apparatus is exceedingly convenient
for the purposes described and materially as-
sists in the loading of vessels which lie be-
low the level of the wharf and at a slight dis-
tance away from the edge of it.

Having thus described myinvention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | -

1. A vessel-loading deviee comprising a
platform and means whereby it is supported
above the level of a wharf, and an inclined
driveway disposed substantially at right an-
gles tothe platform and detachably connected
to one side of the latter, said platform hav-
ing a forward unobstructed extension beyond
the plane of the sides of the driveway and
adapted to project beyond the edge of the
wharf.

2. A portable device for loading vessels

629,975

consisting of a main platform having sup-
ports by which it is raised above the level of
the whari-stringer, an extension outwardly
beyond the edge of the wharf, an inclined
way removably connected with one edge of
the platform and a corresponding removable
extension secured to the opposite side of the
platform.

3. Adeviceforloading vessels from wharves
consisting of a platform mounted upon wheels
having supplemental posts by which it is
raised above the top of the wharf-stringer
and supported, an extension of said platform
outwardly beyond the edge of the wharf, a
horizontal extension of one side of the plat-
form having supporting-posts under its outer
edge and hooks and sockets by which it 1s
connected with the edge of the main plat-
form, an inclined way extending from the
wharf up to the opposite edge of the main
platform having sockets and hooks for rigid
connection therewith, substantially as de-
seribed.
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4. In an apparatus of the character de- -
scribed, a main platform and extension hav-

Ing supporting-posts and bearing and sfeer-
ing wheels, a platform extension having hooks
and socket-pieces by which it is connected
with the edge of the main platform and sup-
porting-posts for the oater edge, an inclined
runway having wheels beneath 1ts central
portion so journaled that one edge of the

platform will rest upon the wharf and the

other edge connecting directly with the edge
of the main platform, steps upon which the
timbers of the incline are supported, and
hooks and brackets by which the parts are

: united and prevented from separation.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. |
CHARLES R. ALLEN.
Witnesses:

S. J. COWARY,
W. T. KENNEDY.
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