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first temporarily securing or sticking the nail
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- sively through an inclined channel B?, formed
in the outer end of the handle, as indicated
The nails or tacks C slide along
the track B’ when the handle assumes an in- |
“glined position, the hammer A being down-
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To all whom & may COTLCETTY: |
Be it known that I, CLARENCE HENR

CRAIG, of Boulder, in the county of Boui-

der and State of Colorado, have invented a

new and Improved Self-Feeding Hammer, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact

deseription. -

The object of the inveaﬁon 18 tol p'rowficie a,.

hew and improved self-feeding hammer which
is simple and durable in construction and ar-
ranged to bring the nails, tacks, or like ar-
ticles sueccessively into proper position for

in place on a horizontal, inclined, or vertical
part and to allow of subsequently driving it
home in a convenient manner. o

Theinvention consists of novel featuresand
parts and combinations of the same, as will be
fully described hereinafter and then pointed
out in the claims. L

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar characters of reference indi- | _
| shown in Figs. 1 and 2, then the holder D 1s
closed, and the claws D' hold the head of the

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.-
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-
ment, with part in section. Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the forward end of the improve-
ment with one of the handle-sections removed.

Fig. 3 is a similar view of the same with parts

in a different position and the nails in place.

Tig. 4 is a transverse section of the improve-
ment on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 is a

plan view of the spring-pressed nail-holder.

The improved self-feeding hammer Is pro-

vided with a hammer-head A, secured with

its shank on the forward end of a handle b,
preferably made in two longitudinal sections |
bolted or otherwise fastened together. The
‘handle B is formed with a longitudinally-ex-
tending nail-track B’, into which the nails,

tacks, or like articles C are placed succes-
in Fig. 1.

ward, and the forward nails pass over the

~ segmental end B®of the track to the claw end
D' of a holder D, pivoted at D*on the forward
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end of the handle B, near the bottom thereot,
as is plainly indieated in the drawings. The

holder D is pressed on at its tail D* by a spring ciently far apart for the passage of the shank

",

A P

| B, curved upwardly and downwardly in a for-
ward direction under a curved shoulder B?,
forming part of the handle B. '

The forward and split ends of the spring E
are provided with blocks I for
outermost nail from the end of the curved
part B2 into the claws D’ of the holder when-
ever said holder swings into an open position,
as indicated in Fig. 3. The claws D’ are lo-
cated directly under the end of the shank of
the hammer A and operate in conjunction
with the same to permit of sticking the nail
or tack into the article into which the nail is

| to be driven by the hammer-head A. A re-

taining-spring G, secured to the shank of the

pushing the
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hammer-head, is formed at its free end with

aninwardly-extending lip G', adapted to pass

| close to the free end of the claws D', so as to

prevent the nail or tack from accidentally

{©

sliding over the claws D' at the time the push- "~
ing-blocks F force the tack into position on

| the said claws of the holder D.

When the several partsare in the position

75

nail under the end of the shank of the ham- -

| mer-head, soas to permit of sticking this nail

in place on the device on which the nail is to
be used. This is done by swinging the ham-

mer so as to engage the point of the nail or

tack C in the material, and then the handle

B is swang upward and backward to cause
the head of the nail or tack to exert a down-
ward pull on the claws D', so as to swing the

holder Dinto tlie position shown in Fig. 3and

80

release the nail stuck into the material, the

spring G yielding sufficiently to permit the

head of the nail to pass out from under the
end of the hammer-shank. Af the time that
the holder D swings into the position shown
in Fig. 3 the forward ends of the spring K
move the pushing-blocks forward and forece
the next nail down upon theclaws D', and as

the holder now immediately closes by the ac-

go
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tion of the spring E it is evident that the for-
ward nail passesinto proper position, thehead

| being under the shank of the hammer, the

point extending outwardly between the claws

D', to permit of sticking the nail into the ma-

terial, as above explained. IR
It is understood that the claws are suf

a.
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of the nail or tack, the head of the nail rest-
ing on the top of the claws, as shown in Fig. 2.

The segmental part B® of the track B3’ is
formed with a shortextension B® asindicated

in KFig. 2, so that when the-hammer-handleis.

swung upward, as explained, one of the nails
passes with its head into the said extension,
so as to prevent all the nails in the forward
end of the hammer-handle from moving back
1n the track.

It will be seen that by the arrangement de-
scribed the nails successively move into posi-
tion to be first stuck into the material and
then afterward driven home with the head
of the hammer, sothat a large number of nails

or tacks can be driven in a very short time

and with great accuracy.

Having _thus fully desceribed my invention,

I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
1. A self-feeding hammer provided with a
nail-holder,and a spring for holding the holder
in a closed pomtmn the end of the spring act-

Ing as a pusher on the holder, to bring the

nail into proper position on the holder, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. A self-feeding hammer provided with a
hammer-head, a handle carrying the head and
formed with a nail-track, a holder pivoted on
the said handle and operating in conjunction
with the said head, to hold the nail in posi-
tion for a pr ehmmary sticking, and a spring

on the holder, for holding the same normally

in a c¢losed positionj the free end of the spring
serving as a pusher on the holder to push the
nailinto proper place between the holder and

hammer-head subsmntmlly asshown and de- |.
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r

3. A self-feeding ha,mmér provided with a
hammer-head, a handlecarrying thehead and

formed with a nail-track, a holder pivoted on
the said handle and operating in conjunction -

with the said head, to hold the nail in posi-
tion for a preliminary sticking, a spring on
the holder, for holding the same normally in
a closed position, the free end of the spring

serving as a pusher on the holder to push the

nail into proper place between the holder and
hammer-head, and a retaining-spring having

alipforholding the nail in place between the

hammer-head and holder,
shown and described.

4. In a self-feeding hammer, the combina-
tion of a handle having means for carrying
the nails to move along the handle, a head at-
tached to the handle,aholder pivotally mount-
ed on the hammer, and a spring attached to
the holder, and serving to normally keep the
holder enn'&ged with the head, the holder be-
ing capable of swinging to d1slodﬂ'e the nail
and of sunultaneously ];)usalnr_wF the spring to
feed the nails.

5. In a self-feeding hammer, the combina-
tion of a handle. prowded with means for eatr-
rying the nails to move along the handle, a
head attached to the handle, a holder pwot-

substantially as

ally mounted on the h&mmm and a spring

attached to the holder and bea,unﬂ' against
the handle portion adjacent to the head, the
free end of the spring having a block thereon
toengage thenails as the holder moves,where-
by to feed the nails..
CLARENCE IIENRY CRAIG.
Witnesses:
WM. E. WITHROW,
CHRISTOPHER HARVEY.
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