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To (,LZZ wh»om it may concern:
Be it known that I, CORNELIUS A. WHITE
a cltizen of the Umted States, residing a;L

‘Maysville, in the county of Mason and State
of Kentucky, have invented new .and useful

Improvements in Gig-Saddles, of whlch the
following is a specification.
My mventlon relates particularly to an im-

proved stiffener for a revers1ble and flexible

gig-saddle.

The invention relates more espema,lly toan

improvement over a patent issued to me Aprll
17,1894, No. 518,435. The differences and im-

provements over the aforesaid patent will be
pointed out in the descmptlon to follow and

in the claims.
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The object of this invention is to provide
means whereby the parts which go to make

up the connecting construction of_ a gig-sad-
dle can be readlly attached and detached and
reversed when so desired.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a stiffener for a gig-saddle which will
permit the saddle to be reversed without the

disconnecting of the straps and pads.

This invention has many other objects,
which will be described hereinafter and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this speci-

fication, Figure 1 1S & transverse section of a

saddle, showing my 1mprovements attached
Fig. 2 t\« a section at right angles

a top plan view with a
part of the saddle proper removed, showing

thereto
to Kig. 1. I‘w 3
the stiffener in position and the cut-out in
the strap, forming a seat for said stiffener,
Fig. 4 is the detaﬂed perspective view of the
stiffener. Fig. 5is a bottom plan view of the
saddle-cap. :

The same numerals refer to like patts in
all the figures of the drawings. .

1 indicates a saddle, and 2 the pads thereof,

having secured to the apex of the same a
stlffeneI g, which 1s curved on its lower side
to conform to the shape of the upper portion
Thestiffener has a central groove
4, the purpose of which will be deser 1bed here-
mafter On opposite ends of the stiffener

are Iugs 5, having their upper ends turned |

‘the skirt.
| piecesareprevented from turningand seratch-
‘ing the leather.

. The partsthusfar desembed arealil seeurely
locked together and go to make up the sad-
‘dle proper, it being understood that this part
of the saddle is that which is continually
‘wearing out and which has heretofore been
‘of no service after oneside, or that part which

! outwardly therefrom, each forming a hoolk-

flange 6, and pr 0V1ded under said ends with

cut- out portmns or cavltles 7, 111 which are
seated nuts 8.

A strap 9 is pla,eed over the pad and has

1t8 central portion cut out, as at 10, approxi-
mately the shape of the stiff.ener-plate, and
has a central connecting-piece 11, which is
seated In the groove in the stiffener-plate.

The strap also has secured to each side and di-

rectly opposite the flanged ends of the stiff-
ener-plate protecting-pieces of leather, so as
to not only protect the metal ﬂanﬂ*es, but to

keep them from being exposed.

Over the strap 9 are placed the bearer-stl ap
and the skirt.
are securely bolted to the pad by means of

screws 12 and 13, also by means of the ter-

rets 14, each ot whleh 1s serew-threaded at
1ts 10wer end and, like the other screws men-
tioned, fits into a,nd serews into a nut or the
equwalent seated in the pad. The threaded

ends of the terrets pass through or namental
pieces 16,which have prongs 17 one passing

through the bearer-strap and the other two
passing on either side of said strap and into
By this means the ornamental

bears directly on the animal, has worn out,
and by the construction now 60 be descrlbed

I am enabled to reverse the saddle proper and

wear it on either side when so desired.

I provide a saddle-cap 20, which is ma,de
preferably, in general outline as shown in
the-accompanyiug drawings and is provided
at 1ts front under side with a depression 21
and on its upper side with a flattened portion
22, through which a hole 23 is bored. To the
under rear side of the saddle-cap is riveted
a loop-plate 24, to which is secured the crup-
per. (Not shown.) The said loop-plate 24
1s provided with an opening 25, and imme-

The bearer-strap and skirt
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diatelyin front of the opening isan upwar dly-

projecting transverse rib or flange 26, de-
signed to contact with a flange 27 fmmed
upon the under side of the saddle- cap, the

flange 27 being cut out to permit the reduced
end of the loop-section to pass between.

any lateral movement of the loop-section,

thus making the same absolutely 1mmovab]e |

from the saddle -cap.

The opening 251in theloopis first fitted over
one of the flanges 6, the other flange resting
in the recess ‘?1 in the under side of the sad-
dle-cap. The parts being in this position, a
check-hook 28, having a serew-thl eaded ex-

‘tension 29, is pa,ssed through the opening 25

in the saddle-cap and the openings 32 in the

stiffener-plate, in which the nuts are seated

in the cavities 7 in the under side of the stifi-
The check-hook can be of any
form or configuration, but preferably with a
flat base por 131011 30, so as to coincide and op-

erate against the flat portion 22 on the upper

side of the saddle- cap. By having these two
surfaces come together in this manner 1 pre-
vent any SCIELtChlI]“‘ of the parts and form a
symmetric device.

so as to permit the screw-threaded extension
29 to pass. It will also be understood that

for the sake of convenience a nut 8 will be ar-

ranged in each of the cavities 7. Dy thisar-
rangement I am enabled to reverse the parts

without taking thenut from oneside and plac-

ing it on the 0pp051te slde.

Tt will be readily understood that w hen the
saddle 18 in use and the padding has worn out
in front, to reverse the saddle, so that the un-

worn portion thereof shall be in front and

come in . contact with the shoulders of the
horse, all that is necessary to be done in order
to accomplish this is the releasing or the un-
screwing of the check-hook, which will per-
mit the saddle-cap to be removed, whereupon
the saddle proper can be turned around, so
as to present a new surface to the front or
against the part which has heretofore caused
the opposite side of the saddle to become
worn. It will also be secen that by this con-
struction and arrangement of the parts it
is absolutely impossible for the check-hook
to work itself loose from 1ts screw-threaded
locking-seat by reason of thenut beingseated

in the cavity, it being prevented from turn- |

ing in said cavity, and from the fact that the
pull on the check-hook is directly toward the
front, which has a tendency, if any lost mo-
tionis at this point,to draw the nut upagainst
the stiffener and hold itself rigid with the
check-hook.

The saddle-cap has flanges on either side,
shaped approximately as shown in the draw-
ings, which bear down on the saddle and pre-

Vent the apex of the parts from settling flat |

' down on the back of the animal.

It
will be seen that when the parts are put to-.
gether the flanges just described will prevent |

It will be understood that |
notches 31 are cut into the sides of -the skirt,

629,734

This sad-
dle-cap can be made ornamental, 10 smt the

fancy of the manufacturer.
I desire to especially point out the fact that

by constructing the saddle as above described

1t 18 1mp0%51ble for the metal parts-to work.

through the padding, so as to cause a sore to
form on the back. of the animal, it being un-
derstood, as before stated, that the SCIrewWs are

all locked intonuts on the 1H81d6 of the cavity

in the pads.

It will be seen that I have provided an ex-

ceedingly simplearrangement of parts,where-

by the saddle can be reversed at Wlﬂ and a
*device thatis cheap 1;0 man ufactme and sub-

stantial in character.

I am aware that many minor chanﬂ'e& may
be made without departing from Lhe splut
and scope of myinvention.

IHaving thus deser 1bed my 111\?‘6111310{1 what

I claim is— |
1. A stiffener-plate for mevmab]e aig- m]u
dle, having flanges at each end, and a sa,ddle-.-

cappr O‘i?'lded with suitable r ecesses or pocket&,
to receive said flanges whereby the saddle-cap
can be reversed withous disconnecting ithe
saddle proper, substantially as descubed
2. In a reversible gig-saddle a stiffener-
pl.-lbe secured at the apex of the saddle, hav-
ing flanges at its front and rear ends, 'md &
Sa,ddle -cap provided with suitable recesses or
pockets to receive said flanges, sald saddle-
cap being locked thereto by means of ascrew,
Subsbantmﬂy as described.
| In a reversible gig-saddle, a stiffener-
pl&te secured to the apex thereof, having
flanges at its front and rear ends, amd a cav-
ity, or cut-out portion, in the under side and

under each flange, nuts seated in said cavi-

ties, a cap-plate having recesses or pockets
therein adapted to take over the flanges and
a check-hook having a serew ab its lower end
fitting into one of the nuts and locking the
saddle- -cap to the stiffener-plate, qubstantmlly
as described.

4. In a reversible frln'-saddle a stiffener-
plate secured at the apex thereof, having a
central transverse groove therein, a portion
of the saddle havmn‘ 1ts center cut out to fit
around the stiffener, a central portion thereof
seated in the groove, end flanges projecting
upwardly from the afor esmd stiffener and
seated within suitable recesses or pockets in
the saddle, substantially as deseribed.

5. In a revergible gig-saddle the stiffener-
plate having end ﬂan oes, a saddle-cap having

secured to its lower rear side a loop- plate_

which has an opening therein, a recess formed
in the front under side of thesaddle-cap plate,
one of the flangesin the stiffener-plate fitting

in the openingin the loop-plate and the 0Lhe1
flange seated in the recess in the front under
side of the saddle-cap, means for locking the
same together, substantially as descrlbed
6. Astiffener-plate for gig-saddles compris-
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ingacurved body portion havinganupwardly- | jecting flange at the extremity of each lug, as to
extending lug at each end thereof, and an | and for the purpose deseribed.
outwardly-projecting flange at the extremity In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

of each lug substantlally as and for the pur- | my hand in the presence of two subseribing

pose spemﬁed | witnesses.

- 7. Astiffener-plateforgig -sa,ddles compris- _ CORNELIUS A. WHITE.
ingacurved bodyportion ha,vm ganupwardly- | Witnesses: | | |
e‘xtending lug at each end thereof, and a cen- MILTON JOHNSON,

tral transverse groove, and an outwardly-pro- . HARRY L. WALSH.
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