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- Unrtep STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CIIARLES II. POPE,

OF MOLINE, TLLINOIS.

DOCUMENT-COVER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 629,601, dated July 25, 1899

 Application filed October 22, 1898, Serial No,-694,330;

(No model))

To all whom it may concerm: |
Be it known thatI, CEARLES H. POPE, a,em-

zen of the United Sta,tes and a resident of Mo-

line, county of Rock Island State of Illinols,
ha,ve invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Document-Covers; and I do
hereby declare the following tobea full clear,
and exact description of the mventlon,_ such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to covers for legal,
commercial, and documentary papers; and it

- eonsists, substantia,lly, in such features of im-
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provement as will hereinafter be more par-

ticularly described.
In arranging or assembling manuscupts_

and legal,com mercnl and othel documentary

‘papers consmbmfr of a number of sheets it 1s

usual to apply 110 the under side of the sheets
a backing or cover of suitable material which

18 generally of a slightly-greater dimension

than the sheets and which is long enough to
permit a portion of the same to be folded over
the sheets at the upper edge, so as to form a
strengthener or reinforce, through which and
the npper margins of the. Sheets some form of
clip or fastener is inserted. In other cases
the backing or cover employed 1s of substan-

tially equal dimensions with the sheets, and

the clips or fasteners are applied without first
folding the cover over the edge of the sheets;
but in either case the purpose of the coveris
to protect the documents or papers from dust
and injury after the same are folded in the

usual manner and placed away for futme-

reference or inspection.
It is well known that when sheets of papm
are folded together one or more times—as,-for

- instance,in the manner of folding legal and
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- other means to keep them 1n place.
single documents or papers also it is fre-

com mercial documents or ﬁles—-—the tendency |

of the sheets is to unfold or spring back at
the folds as soon as they are relieved of pres-

sure, and this tendency is noticeably greater

with every inerease in the number of sheets

‘employed as well as with every additional

fold thereto. This tendency to unfold ren-
ders it inconvenient to handle the papers,

and it is practically impossible to arrange a
number of folded documents

together in a
stack or pile without. employing a weight or
With

! quently necessary to employ rubber bands or
pieces of cord or tape for holding the folded

portions together.. The said tendency of the
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document o spring apart or partially unfold

itself is also a ‘D‘IGELTJ_ disadvantage when pre-
paring the document fortransmission through
the mailsin an ordinary envelop or wrapper,
and it is frequently necessary to tie or clamp
the folded portions together, soas not to break
the seal ot the envelop, or else to employ an
additional seal to insure retention of the docu-
ment. Other disadvantages of the old form
of backing or cover could be pointed out, but

6o

it is thought unnecessary to do so from what

has aleady been stated.
The object of my invention is to overcome

the disadvantages above mentioned and to

provide & combined,backing and cover for
leeal and commercial documents or papers
whlch when folded with the document and

secured in the manner to be described serves

to maintain the whole in a flatiened folded
condition for convenience m handling or fil-

ing away.

A further object is to provide a document
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cover or backing which is available both as

a file wrapper or jacket and as an envelop or
wrapper for mailing purposes and which in

80

either case is readily unfolded with the docu-

ment without in any manner deStIO‘Vll’lﬂ‘ its
capacity for reuse.

.Further objects are to hold the papers in a
folded condition without the use of string
tape, or rubber bands, the cover itself pel-
forming this office and leaving the folded pa-
pers in more convenient shape for handling
ortobe filed than if tied in the old way; also, to

form a lock-fastening adapted to a document

cover or envelop which will permit the same
to receive the handling and treatment ordi-
narily accorded to mall packages without in-
jury to its contents.

The above and addlt,lonal ob,]ects are. at-

tained by the means illustrated in the aceom-
panying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 is a view of a blank from which
my doeument cover is formed, the same be-
1119" intended to illustrate the manner of form-

ing the flap, which is folded down to form a
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1emf0rce for the edge of the tongue and the -

arrangement of the lockmﬂ'-shts Fig. 2 isa
view of the cover complete, the tonn'ue 1em-




foréing flap being folded down and secured to

the tongue and showing also the stiffener or

. protecting-reinforce for the upper edges of

A |

the sheets.
of a slightly - different form of cover,

" the

. tongue not having any reinforcing-flap in this

form and the protecting-stiffener for the up-

- per edge of the sheets being cut out of the
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- at or about the dotted line ¢ and constitutes |

~place and secured to the same.
view of this form of cover when cloaed

blank itself instead of being separate from
the blank and secured thereto, as in Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a similar view to Ifig. 3, showing the
same form of cover with the paper sheets In
If1g. 5 1s a

My present invention is capable of many
different embodiments, but it has especlial
reference to the means for fastening or secur-
ing the cover when folded and also to the
means for reinforcing or strengthening the
upper margin or edge of the document—sheete
In the present mstance I may employ any
suitable devices for attaching orsecuring the
document-sheets together and to the cover.
I prefer, however, to use ordinary McGill fas-
teners or staples, as shown in the drawings,
and in another application of even date hel e-
with and having Serial No. 694,331 T have
shown, clesembed and claimed substcmblally
the same form of cover embodying special
means for uniting or fastening the sheets and
cover together ulespectwe of the means em-
ployed for locking or securingthe folded cover
in the desired ﬂattened condmon around the
document.

In the aecompanymﬂ* drawings, Ain all the
figures represents my ll“nplOVe(] document
back and cover as an entirety. . It is made
from any suitable flexible material, such as
ordinary heavy Manila paper, from which file-
jackets or covers are usually made, or, if pre-
ferred, the same can be made fwm other
kinds of paper having a good writing-surface
on one side to constitute the outer or exposed

side of thecover, and, if desired, theinnersur-

face of the cover can have some thin str ength-
ening fabric applied thereto, asis intended to
be shown in lI'igs. 3 and 4 by the hatching
lines; but for all ordinary purposes forwhich
the same 18 used, as well as to lessen as much
as possible the expense of material I propose
to makethe cover of paper simply, ascontems-
plated in the other figures, and then to prop-
erly reinforce such pm'ts or portions thereof
as are most subject to wear and handling.

I will first describe the means for locking or
securing the cover in its folded flattened con-
dition and will then proceed to describe the
other featmes of the invention. As shown
1n Figs. 2 and 4, I make the cover of slightly-

ﬂ’refbter dlmensums than the document-sheets |

@, $0 as to leave a slightly-projecting edge b
all around to protect the edges of said'sheets,
and preferably I form or provide said cover
at its upper part with an extension B, which
when the cover is properly folded with the
document is turned down or folded inward

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1

829,601 .

| a folding flap for closing the folded portions
at the meetmﬂ' edges thel eof similarly to the

clasmmﬂap of an ordinary envelop or wrap-
per. In order to counteract the resilient

tendency of the folded portions of the cover
to springapart or unfold themselves, it 13 nec-

essary tofasten or secure the flap in some suit-

able manner and in.a way. to be readily re-
leased or unfastened, soas toenable the docu-
ment and cover to be unfolded whenever 1t
is desired to examine or inspect the papers.
Different means can beemployed for this purs:

pose; but for the purposes of ftransmission
~thr oun'h the mails, where the documentis sub-

ject to rough handhn o or usage, 1t 1s desirable
toem ploy some meanshaving an interlocking

connection with the cover for absolutely pre-
venting the same from coming open or work-

ing loose. This I accompllsh by providing
means for locking or engaging the tonwue
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after inserting the same in the slit of the'.

cover., Thus, as shown in all the figures, I
form in one of the side edges of the tongue D
an angular noteh, formmg a shoulder ¢, and
the other edge 1 bhereof is left, preferably,
straight, whﬂe the end of the tcmfrue 1s formed

with two beveled or inclined edﬂ‘es g ¢, which

form facilitates insertion of Lhe tongue and
is for another purpose, presently t0 be de-
scribed. Formed in the body of the cover A
at a convenient point to receive the tongue D
after folding the cover are two slits or open-
ings 1and 2, the one occupying the uppermost
position when the coveris open and the other
occupying such position when the cover is
folded, as shown in Fig. 5. The edges of each
of said slits can be saitably 1emforced if de-
sired. The end 3 of theslitl s sub%tantmlly
in line with the deepest point of the notch e,
and the opposite end 4 extends to a point a
little to one side of the edge f of the tongue
on the opposite side from the notch. The end
5 of the slit 2 is substantially even with end
4 of the slit 1, while the end 6 of said slit 2 is
extended beyond the extremity 3 of the slit
1 for a purpose to be described.

When the cover is folded, as in Fig. 5, the
relative positions of the slits therem are re-
versed, as explained, and to fasten the clos-
mmﬂap B in place the tongue D is passed
into the slit 2 and pushed mward until its end
emerges from the slit 1. After a small por-
tion of the pointed or beveled end of the
tongue has emerged {r om said skt 1 thé bev-
eled or inclined edﬂ'e g' thereof begins to ride
upon the lower eurved edge 8 of :smd slit, at
the end or extremity 3 of the latter, and

the tongue is partially twisted or deflected

slightly to one side until the shoulder e there-
1n passes beyond the edge of the slit, where-
upon the tongue springs back, flattens ouat,

‘and the shoulder e and edge 3 of the slit be-

come 1nterlocked in such manner as to effect-
ively secure the cover around the document.
The edges S and 9 of the slits 1 and 2 are

curved, as shown, to f:wlhtﬂ,te the passage of
the end of the tonn'uo | -
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out, .if desired.
the tongue at the time of cutting out the

629,601

As a means of strengthening the tongue 1
prefer to reinforce the same at the edge or
portion where most of the wear and strain
take place; but of course it will be under-
stood that I can reinforee the same through-
In Figs. 1 and 2 I form with

cover an integral flap n, which comprises a
portion o about one-half as wide as the tongue,
and a portion u, extending downwardly sub-
stantially at right angles thereto. Asuitable
adhesive is applied to that side of the flap
appearing in Fig. 1, and it is then turned or

folded down on the tongue atthe dotted liney,

Fig. 1, so as to form the reinforce G.  (Shown

completed in Fig.2.) Asthus folded the flap
provides a selvage for the edge g of the

tongue, which is the edge thereof most sub-

jected to wear and strain, and the portion

of the flap also reinforces a part of the flap B
at the point where the tongne joins the same.
Of course with the form or shape of tongue
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the flap n is formed
on its lower edge with-a notch which matches
with the notch in the tongue when the flapis
turned down and secured in place, as in ¥ig.
9. The remaining half of the tongue could
be reinforced in the same way, if desired;
but I would have it understood that the in-

vention is not limited to a reinforced tongue.

When constructed in accordance with the
scale herein shown, the cover is ¢conveniently
folded at or about the dotted lines 10 and 12
in the usual manner of folding documents and
legal and commercial papers.

In addition to the foregoing my invention
also comprehends a folding or overlapping
reinforee for the upper margin or edge of the

document-sheets, and through this and the

upper edge of the papers and the cover 1 pro-
pose to insert ordinary paper fasteners or
staples in the usual way, thus utilizing this
reinforce also as a part of the means for fas-
tening the papersto the cover. Asshown in
Fig. 2, said reinforce is indicated at M, and
consists of a folded strip of paper, linen, or
other fabric and which is applied or attached
to the inner and upper surface of the cover

A just below the extension closing-flap B by

means of anadhesive or inanyother suitable
way. Asshown in Fig. 2, the cover is made
of plain Manila paper, and the reinforce is
made of paper having astrengthening-back-
ing of linen or other fabric. As a cheaper
and more convenient means, however, of re-
inforcing both the sheets and cover where
the fasteners are inserted I prefer to form

said reinforce as anintegral part of the cover

itself, and this I do bystamping or cutting it
out of the flap Bat the time the cover is made.
Thus, as shown in Fig. 3, at suitable points
on opposite sides of the tongue I cut the ex-
tended portion B of the cover on the.lines &
y' z to form ears or flaps N, which are folded
at ¢ over the upper edges or margins of the
sheets a, as shown in Fig. 4. Through these

cars and the said sheets and cover the fas- .

‘down on their edges.

L9

| teners 15 are inserted in the usual manner,
and thus the papers are detachably secured

to the cover and the reinforce firmly bound

such reinforce of a single flap
extension B and running across almost the
entire width of the sheets; but I prefer the
construetion shown on account of the greater
strength afforded to said portion when turned
down to constitute the closing-flap B for the
document and cover. |

If desired, I could form
cut from the

/5

The fasteners may be permanently fixed in -

or to the cover or the cover and reinforce
may simply be slitted or otherwise adapted to

have the ordinary detachable fasteners 1n-

serted therethrough and through the papers,

and I wish it understood that any kind of

fasteners, detachable or otherwise, are within
the scope of the invention and elaims. 1

| may also dispense with the tongue-reinforee,

as shown in Fig. 2, but for the purpose of
strengthening the cover and more securely
binding and protecting the papers I prefer
to use it. No means are shown herein for
permanently fixing the fasteners to the cover
for the reason that the invention compre-
hends, broadly, any means for this purpose.

It is evident from the foregoing that my
improved document-cover can be manufac-
tured at small cost and that in the use of the
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same in the manner set forth the document

or other papers inclosed thereby will be se-
cured in a folded flattened econdition with-
out the use of other means for that purpose.

100

Immaterial changes can of course be madein

the construction of the cover without de-
parting from the spirit or scope of my inven-

tion. | |
What I claim is— _
1. A foldable cover, adapted to have docu-

‘mentary papers attached thereto, said cover

having a tongue at one end, and two trans-

verse slits or openings near the opposite end

for receiving the tongue when the cover Is
folded, said tongue having a notch in one of
its side edges, and one end of the upper slit

being substantially in line with the deepest

part of the notch, and the corresponding end

of the other slit being extended beyond such

line.

9. A foldable document-cover havinga clos-
ing-flap at one of its edges, and a protecting-
flap adapted to fold overand upon and form
a binding for the upper edges of the document-
sheets, said protecting-flap being also adapted
to receive fasteners passing through the flap
and the document-sheets, and the back of the
cover underlying the flap for the purpose of
receiving the fasteners which pass through
the flap and the document-gsheets.

3. Afoldable document-cover havinga clos-

ing-flap at one of its edges, a yrotecting-flap
out out of said cover and adapted to be turned
down over and upon the edges of the docu-
ment-sheets, and means for detachably se-

| curing said sheets between the cover and the

protecting-flap.
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~ and adapted to fold over and upon and form

4, Afoldabledocument-coverhaving a clos-
ing-flap at one of its edges, a protecting-flap
cut out of said closing-flap and adapted to be

turned down over and upon the edges of the -

document-sheets, and means for releasably

securing the protecting-flap to the document-

sheets and the cover with said document-
sheets between the flap and the cover. |
- 0. Afoldable document-cover having a clos-
ing-flap at one of its edges, and protecting

flaps or tongues cut out of said closing-flap

a binding forthe upperedges of the document-

sheets, said flaps or tongues being also adapt-

ed to receive fasteners passing through the
same and the document-sheets, and the back
of the cover underlying the flaps for the pur-
pose of receiving the fasteners which pass
through the flap and the document-sheets.

in presence of two

4 ‘ 629,601

6. Afoldable document-coverliavinga clos:
ing-flap at one of its edges, a tongue on said
flap, means for receiving the tongue to secure
the cover in a folded flattened condition, pro-
tecting flaps or tongues cut out of said clos-
ing-flap and adapted to fold over and upon
and form a binding for the upper edges of the
document-sheets, said protecting flaps or

‘tongues being adapted to receive fasteners

passing through the same, the document:
sheets; and the back of the cover for the pur-
pose of securing said document-sheets to the
cover. | -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
witnesses. -
CHARLES H. POPE.
Witnesses: - |
M. B. Poprx,
M. McMANN.
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