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To all whom it Nl CONCETH:

Be it known that I, FRED C. ROLLINS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
qus&chusetts haveinvented certain new and
fling De-
vices, of which the following is a descrlptmn

sufficiently full, clear, and exact to enable

those skilled in the art to which it appertains

- or with which it is most nearl} connected to
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ma,ke and use the same.

'Myinvention relates to devices for shuﬂmﬂ"
cards, and compmses certain novel construc-.

tions and@ combinations of parts by which I
am enabled to thoroughly and expedltlously
mix or shuffle a pack of cards.

To this end my invention consists in com-

- bining with a rotary table adapted to contain
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and carry the cards a detent which by its

variable pressure upon the cards beneath it

intermittingly holds back orretards the move-
ment of some of the cards of the pack, where-

by they are pushed back among -the cards
immediately followmg By the constant repe-

tition of this action the cards are thoroughly
shuffled in an indeterminate order.

In the drawings I have illustrated one of
the forms in which my invention may be em-
bodied. - o

- Figurelis a plan view thereof. Fig.21sa
Vertlcal sectional view taken on the plane of
broken line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a vertical
sectional view on the plane of broken line 3 3,
Fig. 1. -

a designates a tray having a flat bottom a’
and a cylindrical wall or rim ¢, ThisTim 18

provided with an overhanging flange or top
~a% which may project over the bottom as far

as may be desired.

Inside the tray o is mounted a rotary table
0. 'This may be pivoted upon a stud b’ or
mounted in any way suitable or convenient
to permit the rotation of the table.
ble may be provided with a central hub or
projection b? which acts as a gaide for the
cards and in connection with the side wall or
rim of the tray prevents the cards from turn-
ing endwise.

around which the cards move when the table
is rotated. A handle b® may be provided to
facilitate the rotation of the table.

This ta-

By this consfruection an annu-
'1ar depressed track or way of a little greater
width than the width of a card is provlded |

To the |

the detent, as shown at ¢ in Ifig. 5.

-terminate order.

| top or cover of the table is pivoted a detent

or pawl ¢, which is normally pressed toward

the table upon whmh the cards are carried by

a suitable spring ¢’. On the flat surface of

_the table is secured a cleat or obstruetion d,
which may have its sides beveled, as showu |

at d' and d®. Theside d should, however_'; be
abrupt enough to form a substantial obstruc-
tion to the cards as they lie on the table, for
a purpose to be hereinaiter described, and
this side is therefore notched, a3 shown at d?,

cleat as the table is rotated.

The tray may be provided at its top with
additional guards or guides ¢ and fto pre-
vent the ca,rds from bemg pushed over the
top of the tray.

The operation of my devwe 1S a8 follows
The pack of cards is placed upon the top of
The table
is then rotated in the direction of -the arrow
shown in Fig. 1. - This rotation serves to draw
off the cards and to disiribute or spread them
upon the floor of the rotary table or card-
holder, as indicated in Fig. 1. It willbe under-
stood thatthose cards which rest upon the cleat
are subjected to a greater pressure from the

detentthan those that lie on the bottom of the

table. This causes a retardation or holding

55

60.

to permit the detent to r1de eagsily over the |

70

75

8o

back of the top cardsin that position, and thus -
pushes them among the cards lying behind

them. KEach time the cleat passes under the
detent a number of the cards are thus held
back and mixed with the cards following them.

In this way the detentis given an intermittent _

action and the cards are shuffled in an inde-

thus facilitate such action. When the cards
have been thoroughly mixed,
course be more or less evenly distributed
around the floor of the table. To gatherthem
together, it is only necessary to reverse the
movement of the table, when through the

combined action of the eleat and the detent

they are bunched together, since, as will be
understood, the detent rides up over the cleat

and beneath the projecting ends of the cards,

and thus by the continued rotation the cards

are once more deposited upon the top of the
detent in the position in which they were
placed at the outset. In order to prevent the

The cleat also serves to
slightly separate the ends -of the cards and
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spriiig froin engaging or catching the cards as
they slide up, the top of the detent may be
recessed to receive Lhe spring ¢, as shown in

TFigs. 2 and 8.

It is not neeessal y to extend the cover over
the entire width of the way in which the cards
travel. Indeed, if the rim be made high
enough it might be dispensed with altogethel

Havmn' thus explained the nature of the

invention and described a way of construct-

ing and using the same, though without at-
tempting toset forth all of the formsin which
it may be made or all of the modes of its use,
it is declared that what is claimed is—

1. In a card-shuffling device, the combina-
tion of a flat rotary table adapted to hold the
cards spread around its center, and means for
intermittingly holding back a portion of the

cardsfrom lota,tmn W 1L11 the table tomix them

with the remaining cards, substantially asde-
scribed.

2. In a card-shufli ing device, the eombmau
t101:1 of arotarytable adapted to hold the cards,
a detentarranged to pressnormally upon the

cards lying on the rotary table, and means
for intermittently varying the pressure of the

detent upon the cards as the table is rotated,

whereby a portion of the cards is mixed with

the remaining cards ateach 1ev01ut1on of the

3o table.

3. In a card-shuffler,

the combination of a,

ey

L
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rotary table ﬂdapted to hold the cards, a cleat

secured to the bottom of the table formed
with sloping faces on each side, a detent ar-
ranged to normally press upon the cards and
to hold back a portion of them as the cleat
passes beneath the detent. |

4. Acard-shufflingdevice comprising a,tmy
provided with a rim a,bout its edge, a 10t&1y
table provided with a central hub or wall; a
detent yieldingly pressed against the floor of
the rotary table, and a cleat secured to the
floor of said rotary table.in position to pass

underthe detent as the table 1'0mtes Substan-

tially as described.
5. In a card- shufﬂmn* device, the combina-

tion of a rotary table, a cleat seeured thereto

having its sides be-veled, one of its beveled
sides provided with a sloping notch, a detent
pivotally supported above said table in posi-
tion to be raised by the cleat as it passes be-
neath said detent, and a spring acting to press
said detent down toward said table, substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subseribing wwnesseb this 4th day of

'FRED C. ROLLINS.
Witnesses: -

GEO. N. GODDARD
A. J. DAILEY.
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