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‘Be it known that we, EDwWIN KERN and
CHARLES CLAFLIN, of New York city, in the
county of New York,in the State of New York,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Covers for Junetion-IBoxes, of which the

following, taken in connection with the ac-

companying drawings, is a full, clear, and ex-

act deseription.. -

“What we have invented is a cover for the

junction or outlet boxes such as have been in-

common use, the cover itself Dbeing essen-

tially a new article and involving new ldeas

and advantages. A -
It consists, essentially, of a metallic plate

or cover to be secured to the junection-box,

and a bar or supporting-piece firmly secured
to said cover and at the same time carefully
ingulated therefrom, and integral with said

bar a hook or other desirable mmeans on which
the bracket or fixture may be hung and sup-

ported, said supporting-piece being so ar-

ranged that the hook alone protrudes from
the surface of the wall and the bracket may

be hung in close contact therewith. The

covermust beformed with anopening through
~which the wires may be arranged and con-
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nected and through which they extend to the
lamps on the bracket. A good construction

is to surround this opening with a marginal
wall, within which is set and secured the sup-

~porting-piece, the hook only extending be-
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yvond the wall, so that when the fuse box and
cover are seb in position the plaster may be
floated over the cover and extend up to the
edge of the marginal wall. The opening need
not be made excessively large, as has hereto-
fore been necessary where large insulating-
joints have been used, and should be of such
a size and form as to be covered entirely by

the bracket when set in position without the

use of a large escutcheon oraprojecting and
unsightly canopy. S

" Heretofore junction-boxes have been used

fitted with covers having a large round cen-

tral opening almost as large in diameter as

the coveritself. This, however, is something
ontirely different from our cover, as 1t does
not have the peculiar construction and advan-

so tages of ours just referred to, and which we

1

- will describe in detail, nor does it protect the
interior of the box, with the wires contained
therein, as ours does. To the back of these
old boxes is secured a ‘“drop L,” which is a_
short L-shaped piece of gas-pipe having a 53
screw-threaded tip, to which is screwed the-
insulating-jointextending outwardly through
the opening, which must therefore be of the
large and objectionable size just referred to
to receive this joint, which is commonly a 6o
large clumsy article with wide thick flanges.
As by the underwriters’ rules the insulating-
joint must be arranged substantially outside
of the plaster-line, the bracket secured to
its outerend is sustained some distance from. 6z
the wall. Therefore to fill the space between
the bracket and the wall and to conceal the

large opening in the cover a canopy must be
used, which is not only ugly and clumsy in @
itself, but often so out of harmony with the 7o
design of the bracket and the decorations of
the room as entirely to destroy the whole
‘scheme of decoration, for in the best work to-
day the apartment is treated as a whole and
the brackets and other fixtures are designed 75
to harmonize therewith. -

Qurinvention will be betier understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which the same numerals of reference indi-
cate the same parts in all the figures. 8o
~ Figure I is a front plan view of our inven--

tion. Fig. IT is a vertical section thereof on
line IT 1I of Fig. 1, the plasterand the bracket
being indicated by dotted lines. Fig. 1111s
an enlarged section of one of the insulating- 35
joints shown in Fig. II. TFigs. IV and V are
respectively front and side elevations of the
supporting piece or bar provided with ahook.
Figs. VI and VII are respectively a side ele-
vation and a top plan of theinsulating-bush- go
ing fitted to receive the end of the support-
ing-piece. Fig. VIII is an isometri¢ view of

1 the temale serew. TFig. IX is a smaller side

elevation, partly in section, of a modified form
of supporting-piece. S |
Inthe figures, 1 indicates the cover or plate,
provided with screws or other means for se-
curing it to the junction-box 2, which may be
lined with insulating material 3, as here 1n-
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dicated. The cover is formed with a mar- roo
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ginal wall 4, surrounding an opening 5, which

is made of the shape here shown or of any
other desirable form to be covered by the

bracket, but no larger in size than is neces-
sary for convenience in arranging and con- .
necting the wires which are brought into.the

-

junction-box through one or more openings, |

as 6, from the various conduits. The cover
may be formed with semicircular recesses 77 -

In the ends of the marginal wall and with cir-
cular projections 8 8, in which are formed
cavities 9 9 with rough or irregular inner
walls 10 the better to retain the insulating
material 11, by which is secured in position

in the cavities the female screws 12, having

heads 15 and internal screw-threaded sockets
14, Anysuitable insulating material may be
used, either hard and forced in and around
the screw by power or a melted or soft mate-
rial hardened or wvuleanized to hold. One
screw beingarranged above the other,the sup-
porting-piece is held strongly and may sus-
tain a considerable weight.

In the recesses 7 7 are fitted insulatin Q-
bushings 15 15, provided with holes 16 for
serews 17 to engage with the ends of the sup-
porting piece or bar 18, holding it firmly in
position.
with an integral hook 19, with which engages
a strap 20 on the bracket 21. This arrange-
ment 1s clearly shown in I'ig. II, where the
Plaster 22 is indicated extending to the outer
edge of the marginal wall and a mica plate
25 laid over said wall entirely to prevent con-
tactwith the bracket. 24 indicatesthe wires.
Iy this arrangement only the hook 19 extends
outwardly from the wall, and that just far
enough to receive the strap by which the
bracket, in this case supposed to be long and
narrow, is brought flush against the wall, en-
tirelyconcealing the openingin the cover with-
out the addition of an objectionable escuteh-
eon, canopy, &e.

It will of course be understood that there
may be a simple reversal of the parts, the
strap or loop being on the supporting-piece
and the hook on the bracket, or the support-
Ing-piece may be formed, as shown in Fi o. IX,
with 1ts central
within the box and a serew-stud 26 extending
outwardly for supporting the bracket. We
have shown this screw-stud both internally
and externally threaded to fit either of the
reverse styles of studs on the bracket. This
styleof connection maybe used wheredesired :
but we prefer the hook, on which the bracket
1s more easily set in position and from which
removed. In fact, in many places and with
many styles of brackets it would be quite
Impossible to rotate it to engage with a serew-
threaded stud. We have seen this difficulty

overcome by making the bracket in twoparts,
the back which is split ‘and secured in POSsi-
tion with the stud protruding from 1t, or with
an opening between those pieces to receive
thescrew-stud of the insulating-joint,to which
the arms or outwardly-extending part of the

This bar is preferably provided ;

portion 25 depressed to fit |

bracket is then secured—much more Lrouble-

~some than our hook, on which the bracket as

2 whole 1s easily hung.

IHaving deseribed our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In combination, a junction-box adapted
to be set into the wall, having an opening or
openings for the connection of the conduits
and the entrance of the wires, a cover there-
for having an opening for the passage of the
wires leading to the lamps sustained on the
fixture,anda fixture-supporting piece secured
to the cover and insulated therefrom.

2. In combination, a junction-box adapted
to be set into the wall, having an opening or
openings for the connection of the conduits
and the entrance of the wires, a cover there-
for having an opening for the passage of the
wires leading to the fixture-lamps, a har se-
cured to the cover and insulated therefrom,
and a fixture-supporting hook intecoral with
said bar. |

». In eombination, a junction-box adapted
to be set into the wall, having an opening or
openings for the connection of the conduits
and entrance of the wires, a cover therefor
formed with a contracted opening for the pas-
sage of the wires fo the fixture-lamps, and a
fixture-supporting piece insulated from the

- coverandsecured thereto,bridgingsaid cover-

opening.

4. As anew article of manufacture, a cover
fora junction-box for electrie fixtures formed
with a contracted opening for the wires, an
outwardly-extending marginal wall around
sald opening, a supporting piece or bar se-
cured to said cover within the marginal wall
by an insulating connection or connections,
and a hook integral with said supporting-
piece for attaching the bracket thereto.

5. Asanew article of manufacture, a cover
for a junction-box for electric fixtures formed
with a contracted opening for the passage of
the wires and the arrangement thereof, an
integral, ontwardly-extending, marginal wall
surrounding said opening, a supporting-piece
bridging said opening and secured to the
cover within said marginal wall by insulat-
ing-joints, by which it is insulated from said
cover, leaving a space on each side of the
supporting-piece for the passage of the wires,
and a hook or equivalent device integral with
sald piece, to which is attached the fixture.

0. Asanew article of manufacture, a cover
for a junction-box formed with a contracted
opening, a marginal wall surrounding said
opening, hollow projections within said mar-
ginal wall, female serews secured in said hol-
low projections by insulating material, a sup-
porting bar or piece secured to said serews
S0 as to be insulated from the cover, and in-
tegral with said supporting-piece a hook or
equivalent device for the attachment and
support of a bracket or fixture.

7. As anew article of manufacture, a cover

for a junction-hox having an opening for the
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passage and arrangement of the wires, an |

outwardly-extending marginal wall surround-
ing said opening, integral projections within
said wall, cavities formed in said projections,
female screws having serew-threaded sockets

secured insaid cavities byinsulating material,

insulating-bushings set over sald screws, a
supporting-piece fitted to said bushings and
secured to said screws so as to be carefully 1n-
sulated from the cover, and ahook or similar

means integral with said bar for supporting

20 irregularly-formed inner walls, female screws |

the fixture thereon. - _

4. Asanew article of manufacture, a cover
for a junction-box having a contracted open-
ing for the passage and arrangement of the

wires, an outwardly-extending, continuous, ;
marginal wall surrounding said opening, in-

tegral projections within said marginal wall
formed with cavities having roughened or

having screw-threaded sockets and enlarged

heads secured in said cavities by plates of in-
sulating material or an insulating plastic
compound, insulating-bushings supported on
said projections and provided with openings

for receiving the npper ends of said female
‘serews, a supporting-piece or metallic bar

fitted to said insulating-bushingsand secured
by screws to said female screws so as to be
well insulated from the cover, and a hook in-

tegral with said bar for supporting the fixture
thereon. - g

In testimony wherecof we have hereunto
signed our names.

EDWIN KERN. | L. S.
‘CHAS. CLAFLIN. |L.s.

Witnesses:
R. MEYER,
K. . MOORE.
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