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1o all mi’wm it ma 1/ COTLCETTL:

Beitknown thatI, THOMAS LOTHERINGTON
of Dallas, in the county of Dallas and “‘«mte
of Texas, have invented a new and Improved
Folding Bed for Vehicles, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deserlptlon

The obJe(;t of the invention is toprovide a

~new and improved folding bed for vehicles—
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bottom of the box.

such as wagons, cars, &c —which is simple
and dma,ble in (::onsttuotmn and arranged to
permit of conveniently and qulckly pl.-:mmn'

the bed in position on the running-gear of the

wagon or removing it therefrom mld to allow
of readlly changing the bed from a wagon- box
to a dray or f10m .:L coal-car to a flat-car.

The invention consists of novelfeature&

and parts and combinations of the same, as

will be fully described hereinafter a,nd then

pointed out in the claims.
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this Speclﬁe&tlon |
in which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Kigure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-
ment. Iig. 2 is a perspective view of the
Fig. 3 18 a similar view
of one side of the box with part broken out,
and Kig. 4 1s a transverse section of the im-
provement on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1.

The improved folding bed is provided with

- a bottom A, adctpted to be set in the usual
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manner on the running-gear of the wagon or
car, and on the under 51(1@ of said bottom are

‘secured the tmnsvelsely extending end snp-
35

ports B and 13 and the middle SupDOlt I3*

each made, preferably, of band-iron, the ends
projecting a suitable distance beyond the side
edges of the bottom A, said ends terminating
in vertically-disposed lockmcr members B?, of

which the loecking members B of the end sup-

ports B I3' are f01 med with shoulders B* and

double shoulders B® are formed on the 1001{- ~

ing members B?® of the middle support B*a
The projecting ends of the supports I3 I3’

are adapted to form rests for the lower ends
of the sides C, the inner faces of which fit
against the side edges of the bottom A, the
outer faces fitting awmnsb the vertical Tock-
ing members B of the supports. (See Kig. 4.)
Thus the sides C are supported on the s sup-

pm*tq B B Band are held against transv erse | '

1110vement by the vertical membex&. ])3 of said

supports. |
In order to securely lock the mdes in place

and to prevent the same from longitudinal

{ movement, I provide each side w lth bars D,

each secmed by a screw or other means E. to
the sides C.. Each bar D is provided with a

projection or lug D', adapted to engage the

corresponding shoulder B or I3% of the lock-
ing members B? asis plainly indicated in Fig.

1, to prevent the sides C from moving longi—-

tudmall} on the supports B B’ B%. Each bar

6_0

D isformed atits upper end with a hook D*for '

engaging a notch cut in the top edge of the cor-
responding side C, and the lower end of each
baris provided with a tr ansversely-extending

65|'

arm D3, adapted to rest against the under side

of the bottom A.

On the ends of the sides C and at theinside
thereof are arranged the usual vertically-dis-
posed guideways K for receiving the end-gates
G, adapted to be locked in place by tr ans-
verse locking-pins of H usual construction. It
1s evident that by the arrangement deseribed
the sides C can be readily 1emoved from the

bottom A whenever desired by removing the

locking-bars D from the sides C to allow of
11ftmcr the latter out of the supports B B’ B?,
it bemﬂ‘ understood that the end-gates have
plEVIOUSly been removed.
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1t will further be seen that the SIdeS Cean

be placed in position and secured in place by
the lock-bars D, which serve to securely hold

the sides agmnsb longitudinal movement and

at the same time assist the vertical members
B? to hold the sides in the proper and strong

vertical position to withstand pressure of the"

load.

From the tmeﬂ'omﬂ* it will further be seen
that a wagon p10v1ded with a wagon-box as
described can be readily changed mto a dray

by removing the sides C and t,he end-gates G-

in the manner described anda railr oa,d coal-

-car provided with a box, as mentioned, can

be readily changed mto a flat-car in a like

manner—that is, by lemowlw the sides and

elld“ oates.
IIavmﬂ thus fully descnbed my mventmn,

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
1. Afolding bed for vehicles, pro vided wi th
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a bottom, transverse supports for the sides
and having vertical locking members at their
outer ends, box sides adapted to rest on said

supports and engaging the side edges of sald

bottom and the inner faces of said vertical
locking members, and lock-bars removably
secured to said sides and adapted to engage
the vertical locking members and the under
side of the bottom, said vertical locking mem-

‘bers and lock-bars having engaging shoul-

ders and lugs, substantially as shown and de-
seribed. - _

2. Afolding bed for vehicles provided with
a bottom, transverse supports for the sides

‘and having vertical locking members at their

outer ends, box sides adapted torest on sald
supports and engaging the side edges of said
bottom and the inner faces of said vertical

 locking members, and lock-bars removably

20

secured to said sides and adapted to engage
the vertical locking members and the under

side of the bottom,eachlock-barbeing formed

at its upper end with a hook for engaging the

o ' . | 628,948

corresponding side, the lowerend of the lock-

bar being formed with a transverse arm for

engaging the under side of said bottom, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

3. In a vehicle, the combination of a body-
bottom, vertically - extending locking mem-

‘bers arranged at the sides of said bottom and
projecting upwardly therefrom, the said lock-

ing members being provided with transverse
shoulders, sides for the body, and bars se-
cured to the outer surfaces of the sides and
provided with shoulders or lugs adapted to

‘engage with the shoulders of the locking mem-

bers when the sides are in perpendicular po-
sition, whereby to prevent the vertical dis-
placement of the sides, and the locking mem-
bers engaging with the bars to prevent the
longitudinal displacement of the sides.

THOMAS LOTHERINGTON.

Witnesses:
A, I.. ELLIOTT,

H. W. KELLY.
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