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ro simple and inexpensive but effective device
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. SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pateat No. 628,850, détfed July 11, 1899,
1. Application fled January 14,1898, Serial No. 866,680, (Nomodel) -

Lo all whom it nay concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM R. RATHVON,
of Florence, in the county of Fremont, State
of Colorado, have invented certain new and
5 useful Improvements in Desk Attachments,
of which the following is a complete specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings. o

The object of my invention is to produce a

for preventing, whenever desired, the lockin o
of a desk-top when the desk is closed. - _

. - Covered desks generally are provided with
~ spring-locks which operate auntomatically to
-~ 15 secure the tops when closed. | This is a fea-
- ture of no inconsiderable convenience when -
- onewishes to lock the desk; butit freg nently

oceurs that a business man 1:1;esires‘'131:1*«31@36..l

his desk for a few moments to prevent dis-
20 turbance of his papers or inspection of theiy i
- .contents by the overcurious in his absence. |

- It is a source of annoyance, however, for one |

‘'who has frequent occasion-to leave his desk |
to find it locked whenever he: returns. - My
- 25 invention: provides simple and convenient
- means for sustaining the desk-top in the un-
. locked position whenever required, but wh ich

18 adapted to be instantly thrown ouf of op-
eration, soas to permit the locking of the desk
3o in the usual manner.’ -~ -7~ .

 In the accompanying drawings, Figure Iis |

a perspective view of a portion of a desk pro-

- vided with the preferred form of my attach- |

~ went, showing the desk open. Fig. II is a

35 similarview of the same, on an enlarged scale,
~ of a fragment of the table and with the top

.closed, but supported in the unlocked posi- |

tion by my attachment. Fig. III shows the
form of embodiment of my attachment illus-
4o trated in Figs. I and ITapplied to the tablein-
~ stead of to the top of the desk. - In this figure
" the device is illustrated in full lines in the
~_ Operative position and in dotted lines in the
- 1noperative position. Fig.1V isa perspective
45 view of a modified forn of. my invention ap-
- plied as illustrated in Fig. 111, showing the
‘operative positionin dotted lines and the in-
operative position in full lines, Fig, V is a
‘perspective view of a further modification ap-
so plied as in Fig. III, the operative position be-
ing illustrated in full lines and the inopera-
- tive in dotted lines. - -~ .
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indicates adesk of any desired pattern, shape,

‘and dimensions provided, as usual, with a
| table 2, side pieces 3, and with any suitable.

1N Referring to the ﬁgui‘es on the 'dra,w'ings, 1
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top or apron that may serve as a cover for the

table—for example, the roll-top 4.

- 9indicates the male lock member, and 6 the
female lock member, the former beingsecured
to the lower edge or bottom rail 7 of the top
4 and the latter being countersunk in the face

of the table 2. | S
~ The foregoing elements are those which or-

1

-dinarily appear in roll-top or other covered
desks in general use.
[ My attachment consists of a supporting
‘membermovablysecured to the desk in such a,
manner as to permit of its ready i nterposition

between the top or rail 7 and the table, so as to
prevent the lock members from operative en-

gagement and its equally ready displacement
from that position when it is desired that the
locking ‘members shall make .operative en-

gagement, - |

. The preferred form of embodiment of my-
‘invention is‘illustrated in Figs. I and IL, in

‘which 8indicates asupporting member, which
| 1s preferably made of rubber, but which may

be made of cork, felt, or other suitable elas-

| tic, senii-elastic, or yielding substance. 'The

member 8 is, as illustrated, preferably pro-
vided upon its bearing-face with corruga-
tions-9 and may be secured by any suitable
means—for example, serews 10—tooneleaf11

of a hinge, whose other leaf 12 is secured, as

by screws 13, to its required position. The
shape of the hinge, like that of the member 8,
may be vatied at will, and any preferred or-
namentation or mode of applying the hinge

in'practice may be employed.

L

I prefer to secure my attachment to the

desk top or rail 7 at-a point in front ¢f the -
rail and adjacent to the lock. It is prefer-
‘ably located in front in order that one may

see whether it is in the operative or inopera-

tive position and preferably located adjacent
-to the lock in order fo equally support both
ends of the rail and prevent its sagging at
-oneend. Ifisnotessential, however, particu-

larly in certain types of desks, that it should
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be so applied. and .it may be secured to the

table instead of to the rail, if preferred.

When secured to the table, the attachment is
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premmhlv located at one end 1hezer}f in or-
der that it may be out of the why. -
In Iﬂg 111 the form of attachment iilus-

trated in Figs. I and Il is shown as applied

i0

to the table 2, the leaves of the hinge being
‘preferably Lounterw nk therein.

In Rig. IV a modified form of the devwe is

shown in w hICh a frame 14 is eounte:sunl{ in
" the table 2.

It is provided uwpon opposite
sides with dovetail recesses 19, within which

- works a slide 16, upon which is securely

mounted the supponummembel 17.
ﬁgnm the slide 16, with the supporting mem-
. ber, is shown 1n dutted lines as moved in the
15 P

. and isshown in full lines asslippéd back out

Inthat

ath of the rail 7 (indicated by dotted lines)

- of the way of the rail.

20

‘the table 2.
form of device is similar to that of the form,

. In Fig. V the supporting lllf‘ﬂlb@l‘lSl%l”US- '
tmted as secured to an arm 1Y, that is pivot-

ally fastenéd, as by a screw 20 to the face of
"The mode of operation of that

shown in Fig. IV, except that the swinging
arm 19 takes the l)ld'LB of the bhde 16,
What 1 claim is—

of one mem_ber adapted to be secured 10 &

1. In a desk :,t,mehment the combmammi

desk, & second member mova,bly united to

the. first-named member, and a supporting

‘member secured solely to the second member

30

and adapted by the movewment of the second

member.to be interposed between the desk
and its top, substantially as set forth.
2. In a desk attachment, the combination

of one member adapted to be secured to a
| desk, a4 second member pivoetally united to
the ﬁtst-n&med member, and a supporting
imember secured solely to bhe second inembeyr
and adapted by the movewent of the second |

member to be interposad between the desk

and its top, substantially as set forth.
3. In a desk attachment, the combination
with a hinge, of 4 supporting member secured

to one Ie(Lf {)f the hmtre the other leaf of the

hinge being adapted to be secured to thedesk,

'_Sl.lbhbdll'[ld]ly in the manner .-:md for the pur-
‘pose specilied. |

In testimony of all which 1 have heleunto
bubsulbed my pame.

\v4 ILLIAM R ?ATIITON

Witnesses: |
| ‘H. N. MOORE,
-THOS. ROBINSON,.
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