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Lo O;ZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josiam W. HOSHOUR, a
citizen of the United Stetes residing at York,
in the county of York and Stete of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements 1n Ifolding Tables, of whleh the
following is a, sneelﬁcatlon |

My mventlon relates to certain new and
useful improvements in folding tables; and
1t has for its object to provide a table of sim-
ple and cheap construction and one capable
of being readily folded up, so as to be conven-
1ently Stmed for packing or transportation.

Briefly stated, theinventipn comprises ata- -
ble-top with a pair of legs hinged or pivoted

to the under side thereof and a second pair
of legs pivoted intermediate their ends to the
said first- mentioned pair of legsin such man-
ner as to be nested therein when folded and
when spread apart to support the table-top,
the construction and arrangement being such

that when the legs are folded torrethel or

nested the top can be swung dowu S0 as to

lie flat against the said legs, in Wthh position:
the entne table will take up but avery small |

space and can be stored away for packing or

- transportation without occupying much roowm.
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J am aware that tables construeted on this
general principle are not broadly new, and I

donot lay claim to such generically, but more
particularly to certain new and useful im-
provements in the general construction and
arrangement of the various parts of the table

~and in an improved resilient or spring attach-
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ment whereby when the table-top is moved
up into position for use the legs will be auto-

matically swung out into operative p051t1011-

for supporting the top, said resilient or spring
attachment dlSO serving to hold or retain the
legs and top in their folded positions.

Wlth these objects in view the invention

- comprises the features of construetion and ar-

‘rangement of pmtsheteinefter'deselibed and

then more definitely pointed out in the elfume
which conclude this specification.
- In order to enable others to undels’uand
make, and use my said invention, I will pro-_
ceed to describe the same in detml reference
being had for this purpose to the accompany-

50 ing dlawmﬂ‘s in which—

Fiﬂ'11re 1 1s a perspective view Showmg a ta-

~ ble constl ucted in aeemd‘mce Wlth the provi-

'sions of this speuﬁcatmn
‘tudinal section of the uppel pmt of the table
Tig. 3 is a sectional view of my 1mp1"oved ta-

| 6,as will be explained her einafter.
.emss bar 6 is provided with a transverse

Fig. 2 is'a longi-

ble in its folded position. - Fig. 4 is a modi-
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fied arrangement of means f01 &lltOID&tICdlly.

spreading the legs.

Pefeuuw now to 'the (,hawme'&, the refer-
ence-numeral 1 designates the eble -top, to

the under OppOSlLe eldes of which, near one
edge, is secured a
-bloehs;,, separ ated from eachother, as bhOWﬂ -

a pair of beallnﬂ* lugs or

and to each of said lugs or bloeke a 160‘ g 18

pivoted, so as to have a free swinging mave-

ment. The said legs 3 are 119‘1(11}7 eenneeted
together inter 111ecllate their ends by means of
a round or c¢ross bhar éL, and to said cross-bar

a second pair of legs 5 are pivoted intermedi- =
7o
nection at theu upper ends wwh a cross-bar
6, the construction and arrangement of both

ate their ends, said legs having a pivotal con-
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peir of legs being such that they can befolded

or nested, so as to lie in practically the same
pla,ne as’ WIII be seen by 1ef(,1"1 Ing tothe draw-
Ings.

cured at 1ts’ opposwe ends 8 to the under side
of the
depression 7* formed therein mnear one end
and adjacent to said dep1essmn the rod or
wire is bent downward in the form of a loop
9 to serve the double purpose of a catch for
the cross- bar 4 and a stop for the cross-bar

The said

opening 10, throunh which the rod or wire 7

‘passes and by which the legs 5 are su pporrtefl
‘and guided at their upper end%

In order to automatically spread the legs
for supporting the top when the latter is

brought to a horizontal position, I have pro--
To the

vided the following simple means:
under side of the teble -top, near the edge op-

‘posite to the bearing lugs or blocks 2 ::md at
‘about the center theleof I attach one end of
which may be either a

a resilient strip 12,

~coiled spring or an elastic band, and the op-
posite end of said strip or spring is secured
‘to the cross-bar 6, the attachment being made
in such manner that the spring or band will
be under strain or tension whenever the two
pairs of legs are nested or brought in the

same plane, which is the case When'ever the

table-top, said rod or wire having a
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A lonﬂ‘ltudmel ﬂ‘ulde 10d or wire 7 18 se-
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~ table is in its folded position.
be seen that as soon as the table-top is raised

; - ' 528,712

It will thus

- to a horizontal position the legs 5 will be free

IO

to yield under the tension and strain exerted
by the resilient connection 12 and said legs
will be automatically drawn outward, at the
same time spreading the legs 3, so that both

pair of legs will be brought into proper po-
sition for supporting the table -top. The
downward bend or loop 9 in the wire 7 acts

~as a stop to limit the outward movement of

the cross-bar 6, and consequently regulates

- the spreading of the legs, while the depres-

sion 7* in the wire or rod serves to hold the
legs in their spread-out position.

When the table is in-its folded position, the |

intermediate cross-bar 4 snaps over the bend
or loop 9 in the wire 7 and serves to hold the

- legs and table-top temporarily locked, and
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since the resilient band or strip is under ten-
sion or strain this serves to draw the cross-

~ bar close into the curve 9* of the loop 9,

whereby the parts are more firmly held in
their locked positions.

If desired, 1 may form a notch 14 in the
round or cross bar 4, into which the loop 9

- can take, and this will serve to more firmly
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hold the legs against lateral movement.

In the modification 1llustrated in Fig. 4 I
contemplate doing away with the resilient
band 12, and in place thereof I employ two
¢oiled springs 13, which are wound upon the
cross-rod 4 at opposite sides and the free ends
of which are bent laterally, so as to bear
upon opposite edges of the legs 3 and 5, in
which position they exert a tension to con-
stantly spread the legs.

~If desired, ] may use the springs 13 and also
theresilient band 12, which willact conjointly,
and thus serve to insure the immediate and
proper spread of the legs whenever the table-
top is brought to a hmlzontal position, 1t be-
ing understood that whenever the table is
folded both sets of springs and resilient con-
nection are put under tension.

I'rom the foregoing it will be seen that I
provide a simple and compact folding table
and one that can be produced at a very small
cost.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—-— -

1. In a foldmfr table, the combination with

the table-top, of pair of legs hinged to the
under side of said top and connected inter-

mediate their ends by a central cross-rod,
another pair of legs pivotally attached to the |

sald central cross-rod and connected together
at their upper ends by a connecting-rod pro-
vided with a transverse opening, a longitudi-

nal guide rod or wire secured at its opposite
ends to the under side of the table-top, said
guide rod or wire passing freely through the
opening in the said connecting-rod, and a
downwardly-bent loop formed in the guide
rod or wire at a point to limit the outward
movement of the said connecting-rod and to
serve as aretaining-catchforthe eentral Cross-
rod, Substantlallv as described.

2. In a folding table, the combination with

' the table-top havme* a pair of legs hinged to
the under side thereof and co_nnected inter- |

mediate their ends by a central eross-rod, of
a second pair of legs pivotally attached to the
said central cross-rod and connected together
at their upper ends by a connecting-rod pro-

vided with an openiug, a longitudinal guide-

rod secured at its opposite ends to the under
side of the table-top, said guide-rod passing

freely through the openingin the connecting-
‘rod, a downwardly-bent loop formed near one

end of the guide-rod and a depression in the
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said guide-rod adjacent to the loop to receive

the aforesaid connecting-rod when the legs

“are spread apart, said loop being arranged at

a point to coOperate with the central cross-
rod when the legs are folded to hold the lat-
ter in such folded position, substantially as
described. -

- 3. In a folding table, the combination with
the table-top, of a pair of legs having a hinged

or pivotal connection with the under side of

the table-top, another pair of legs pivotally
attached to the first-named pair of legs and
connected by a cross-bar at their upper ends,
and a resilient connection between sald ¢ross-

barand the table-top forantomatically spread-

ing the legs of the table, substantially as de-
scrlbed

4, In afolding table the combination, with
the table-top, of a pair of legs having a pivotal
connection with the under side of the table-
top, another pair of legs connected by a eross-
rod at their upper ends and pivotally con-
nected to the said first-named pair of legs so
as to be folded or nested between the latter,
said cross-rod being provided with an open-
ing, a resilient strip having its opposite ends
attached to the said cross-rod and table-top
respectively, and a guide-rod secured to the
under side of the table-top, said guide-rod
passing through the opening in the said eross-
rod, substantlally as described. |

In testimony whereof I affix my swnatme

in presence of two witnesses.
JOSIAH W. HOSHOUR.

Witnesses:
-~ CHAS. M. WILLIAMS,
DAVID G. WILLIAMS,
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