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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FERDINAND STRAUSS, of

Kast Orange, Essex county, New Jersey, have

invented new and useful Improvements in
Harmoniecas, of which the followingis aspect-
fication.

This invention relates to a harmonica of the
class in which the covering-plates are pro-
vided with corrugations between the reeds,
30 as to form a sepamte pipe or air- _chamber
for each of the reeds. Iform these corruga-

tions across the rear part of the covering-
plates only, while the front part remains-
smooth and is turned inward to constitute the

mouthpiece. Thus the construction of the
instrumentissimplified and inaccessible dust-
collecting spaces between the corrugations
are avoided. |

In the accompanying dmwuws KFigure 11s
a side view of my improved h:;u monica; Fig.

2, a rear view thereof; I'ig. 5, a cross~section

on line 3 3, Irig. 2; and Fig. 4, a perspective
view of one of the eoveunﬂ--plates

The letter ¢ represents the cell-block of a
harmonica, provided with the usual reed-
plates 0. The cover ing-plates ¢ are raised off
the reed-plates b and are provided at their

rear end with transverse corrugations ¢', that

form a ‘“ pipe” over each of the reeds. These

corrugations extend across the rear section |

| of the plates ¢ only, while the front section

remains smooth, as shown.
The forward edﬂes c® of the plates ¢ are
flan oged or turned mwmd to meet the forward

_edﬂ'es of the reed-plates b and constitute the

mouthpieces.

The covering-plates may be attached to the
cell-block in smta,ble manner, the drawings
showing them provided with the flanges ¢,

that engage corresponding grooves of block a.
- It will be seen that by my invention the

mouthpiece and pipes are formed upon one
and the same plate, so that the construction
of the instrument is greatly simplified. As
the corrugations merge into the plain portion
of the plates, Iam enabled to obtain a smooth
mouthpiece at the forward edge of such plates.

Finally, as the corrugations are fully exposed

from end to end the Inter vening grooves are

not apt to accumulate dust.

What I claim is—

A harmonica provided with a covering-plate
havingareartransversely-corrugated section,
a smooth front section, and an inwardly-pro-
jeetino' front edge that constitutes a mouth-
piece, subsmntmlly as specified.

| | FERDINAND STRAUSS.
1i?VJ'Ltnessesz
WILLIAM SCHULZ,
I’. V. BDRIESEN.
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