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T all whom it may concern: - '
Be it known that I, ERNST J. GUENAEL a

- citizen of the United States residing at Mll—-

- Seats, of whichthe followingisaspecification.
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waukee, in the county of Milwaukee and State

of Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Impwvements in Hat- SUpports for Theater-

My invention relates to improvements in

‘hat-supports for theater-seats.
[O

The object of my invention is to plOVlde 2
form of support adapted to receive the hats
worn by- persons of either sex which will au-
tomatically fold up when not in use and which
may be still further folded by hand to facili-
tate cleaning the ﬂoor

In the followmﬂ' description reference is
had to the accompanylnﬂ'drawmﬂfq in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a theater-chair
eqmpped with my invention, showing the
same in position as it is when automatwallv

folded, with dotted lines indicating its posi-

tion when folded by hand. Fig. 2 1S an en-

larged side view of the.chair-seat, showing |

. my invention as 1t appears when supporting
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a hat, with dotted lines indicating its posi-
tion when automatically folded. Fig. 3 is a
detall side view illustrating a form of metal
holding-strap. Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional
xf‘lew of the hanﬂ“er bar drawn on line 2 z of

f1g, 2.

L1ke parts are identified by the same refer-
ence-letters throughout the several views.

The seat A of the theater-chair is provided
on each side with a depending hanger-bar B,

which on one edge is cut and_ bent inwardly __

at C to form a'shoulder D. (Best shown in

Fig. 4.) A shelf E, provided with upwardly-

curved front and rear edges F, is suspended

from the hangers' B by means of links (x, piv-
otally secur ed to the hangers and the sea,t 0313

each side. The links G are also connected
with the shelf by a yielding connection, such
as a strap H, of leather or other flexible ma-
terial, as shown in Fig. 2, or a metallic tog-
gle I, as shown in Fig, 3.  The rear portion

~of the shelf is heavier than the front end, so

that while the links G are attached to the rear
half of the shelf its center of gravity will still
be in the rear of the pivots. Ior this reason
I provide the rear edge of the shelf with a me-
tallic rod or weight J, which is secured per-

|

ted lines in Fig. 2, whlle the weight of e

 —

| although, if desued the entire rear portion

of the Shelf may obv1ously be made of heavier

~or thicker material to acecomplish the same

purpose. The shelf is so poised upon its piv-
ots that the shorter and heavier rear end will
tilt downwardly when the front end is not oc-
cupied to fold the shelf, as indicated by dot-
even
a light hat being principally exerted upon the
10110'61 front end of the shelf will serve to
counterbalauce the rear end and hold it in a
horizontal position.

Referring again to ]_"‘10' , 1t will be obsewed

that the shelf can be unfolded and a hat

placed therein while the seat A is still in its
ralsed position, and that as the seat is lowered

the shelf retains its horizontal position there-

under. When the seat is in the position in
which it is shown in Fig. 2, the shoulders D

prevent the links G from swinging to the rear,
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and thus facilitate placmn' the h‘lt upon the |

shelf. |

When it is desired to sweep or clean the
floor, the shelf may be swung with the links
G to the reverse position ludleated by dotted
lines in Fig. 1, the stops K engaging the links
and causing them to swing with the shelf
when the latter. is grasped at the lower edge
and pulled upwardly. When in the raised
position, the shelf rests against the seat A,
with its center of gravity in the rear of the
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pivots ¢, thus tending to remain in such po- -

sition.

The shelf may obmously be made of any
desirable material, and suitable cushions may
be applied at the pomts of contact to prevent
noise.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim asnew, and desue to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—
1. 1‘he combination *mth 2 011&11 having &

sl

hinged seat; of a hat-supporting shelf pivot- -

ally s‘uspended therefrom, and poised upon
1ts pivotal support at one side of the center

of gravity, whereby said shelf is adapted to
‘automaticallyswing toa folded position when

not in use, and to be held in a hor 170111331 po-
SIthIl by the welght of a hat.

" The combination with a chair having a
hmﬂ‘ed seat; a hat-supporting shelf pivotally

_suspended therefrom atone side of its center

manently thereto and forms a part thereof, | of gravity; and means for limiting the down-
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ward movement of the shelf on its lighter
side, whereby said shelf may be held in an
open position by the weight ot a hat, or per-

mitted to swing to a folded p051t10n when not

§1) use.

3. The eombmetmn of a chelr haunﬂ" e;

~ hinged seat; of a hat-supporting shelf pwot-

ally Suspended therefrom; a wewh‘r adapted

~ to tilt said shelf normally t0 a folded position;
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.and means for limiting the downward move-
ment of the lighter sade of said shelf when

the latter is subJeeted to the weight of a hat.
4. The combination with & chelr having a
hinged seat, of a hat-supporting shelf lmks

pwotelly secured to the seat and shelf Te-

spectively, and adapted to support the latter,
yvielding connections between said links and
the shelf at points outside of the plane of
their pivotal attachment, and adapted-to limit
the downward movement of the shelf on that
side of the pivots, a weight secured to the
shelf on the opposite 81de of the pivots from
said eonnections and adapted to be counter-
poised by a hat placed upon the shelf, or to
automatically tilt the shelf to a folded PoOSi-
tion when the same is not in use.

5. The combination of a chair having a
hinged seat, hangers depending the1ef1om

- Lnks pwot&llv secured to the hangers, a hat-

3°

supporting shelf pwotelly secured to the
links, yielding connections between said links

~and the shelf at points outside of the plane

628,533

of then pilvotal atteehment and edapted to
limit the downward movement of the shelf on
that side of the pivot, a weight secured to the
shelf on the opposite side of the pivots from

said connections, and adapted to be counter-
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poised by a hat placed upon the shelf, or to

automatically tilt the shelf to a folded POSI-
tion, when the same is not in use.

6. The combination with a chair having a
hinged seat, of depending hangers %ecured

theleto and provided with leterelly-pro;;ect-'

ing shouldem links pivotally secured to the
heneele and adapted to engage against said
ehouldels when the seat is in a raised posi-
tion, a shelf pivotally secured to the links,
y1eld1nn~ connections between said links and
the shelf at points outside of the plane of

their pivotal attachment and adapted to limit

the downward movement of the shelf on that

side of the pivots, a weight secured to the

shelf on the opposite side of the pivots from
said connections, and adapted to be counter-
poised by a hat plaeed upon the shelf, or to
automatically .tilt the shelf to a folded posi-
tion when the same is not in use. -

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 25th day of August, 1898.

'ERNST J. GUENZEL.

Witnesses: |
| LEVERETT C. WHDEL iR,
EF. A. OTTo0.
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