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To Q;Z? whony it nem CONLCETTS
Be it known that I MARTIN O N ELSON

citizen of the United States, residing in Ne-'
tick, in the county of Middlesex and Stete of

Wi{eesa,ehusette have invented a new and Im-

proved Attachment for Dental Dams,of which
the following is a-specification. |
This'is a dewce adapted to be attached to
and suspended from the sheet of rubber or
analogous material known in dentistry as a-
”dam 7 and intendeéd to prevent moisture
- from ﬂ*ettnwmto the cavity or uponthe tooth,.
.Whleh 18 bemfr operated upon by the dentlst

- The object of the device is to cateh and re-

ceive scraps of gold filling, which drop from
the tooth while the dentlst 18 operating upon
it and which would be otherwise lost or would

only be saved by a careful subsequent ex-

amination of the sweepings of the office.
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 prises a back
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~ front of the back
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_therewwh in order to form said

- The nature of the invention is fully de-
seribed below and 1llustmted in the accom- -

pe,nymn' drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1epresents my dewee'pl opelly se- .

cured to a rubber dam which has been ap-

plied to a tooth which is to be opetated upon

by the dentist. Fig. 2 is a top view or plan
of the device attached to the dam, a small
pmtmu being represented as broken out.

Fig. 3 is an end view of the device attached

to the dam. Fig. 4 is a eentral GIOSS Veltl-

~cal section of the same.

Similar letters of refeience mdleate cone-

-sponding parts. -

A represents an ordmmy mbbel ddm

threucrh which the tooth to be operated upon

has been thrust and from Whleh it -hangs.
‘The receptacle which is adapted to catch

the gold seraps falling from the tooth com-
Pplece B with its lower edge
formed up into the flap or lip C and with its
~ upper edge folded over into the horizontal

pocket D. The ﬂep or lip C extends. up in
extends down behmd emd back piece and is
cemented or otherwise adhesively secured
thereto, or is made integral at its lower edge
pocket D

‘The parts B, C, D, and E are preferably
made of an 1nteﬂ*rel plece ol 111bbe1 end the |

o

the front of said pocket.
end of the pocket a pair of jaws I is Pplaced, -

piece. B, and the portion E

lowel edﬂ'e is plefele,blv curved, as shown
in Fig. 1, the lip C extending well up at the

.sxdes S0 as to prevent any seraps from fall-
ing outelde the receptacle. Within the pocket
D is laid a bar or plate F, of metal or other

rigid material, said bar bemﬂ' strengthened

__:zmd provided wwh & groove on its front sui-

face by means of a lonn*ltudmal corrugation

ﬂ'mn' down atthesides andpreserves its form.
The bar F extends entuelythl ough the pocket

D and is provided at one end W1t]1 a hmbe I,

to the pintle of whieh a rod or pin K is se-

cured and ther eby' adapted toswing horizon-
This rod is so located asto be exactly .

tally.
opposite or coincident with the groove in the

front surface of the plate F fomled by the

corrugation I’ and extends entirely across
At the opposite

said jaws consistingof a piece of metal whose
central portion llee between the rear wall E

of the pocket and whose two jaws or prongs
extend through the stlffenmrr-plate F above
and below the groove therein and are bent,

as shown, toreceive and lock in position the

free end of the swinging rod K.
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This prevents the. 1eeepteele from dr ag-
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To apply the dewee the upper portion is
laid behind the lower edﬂ‘e of the dam and

the rod X swung back a,n'emst the front por-
tion of the said dem and caught in the cateh

I, as indicated in the drawmws In this po-
sition the rod or pin K presses the rubber
into the groove formed by the corrugation F'
and thus holds the dam securely. When in
such position, any seraps of gold or othéer ma-

“terial which fall down over the dam drop into

30 .-

the space behind the flaporlip C. After the

operation upon the tooth is finished the de- B
.vice 1s detached from the dam by swinging
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back the rod K, and the contents of the re-

“ceptacle can be removed.
Having thus fully described my mventlon,.

what I clelm and desire to secure by Lettele_ |

Petent 18—

The he1 ein- -deser 1bed atteehment for den-f
tal dams, eompusmw the receptacle consist-

95

ing of the back piece B, flap or lip C extend-

ing upwerd from the front surface of said




back piece; and pocket D_:,'. the bar or stift- | the bar, said locking rod_ or pin being oppo-

ener I within said pocket and provided with | site or coincident with said groove, substan-
" a horizontal groove on its front surface; the | tially as deseribed. -
" fastening rod or pin K hinged to one end of | ~ MARTIN O. NELSON.
¢ said bar and adapted toswing in front of the Witnesses: | - |
‘pocket; and mechanism for locking the free - HENRY W. WILLIAMS,
~ end of the rod or pin to the opposite end of | A. N. BONNEY. |
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