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Unttep StaTEs PATENT OFFICE.
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THEODORE WM. HICKSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

TENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters
. Application filed December 6, 1897,

Patent No. 627,932, dated June 27; 1899

Serial No. 660;880%, (Wo model.)

Lo aZZ w?wm it may concerw:
Be it known that I, THEODORE

- HICKSON; asubject of the Queen of Great Brit-

I0

ain, and aresident of New York, in the county

WILLIAM

of New York and State of New York, havein-

vented certain new and useful Improvements.

in Tents,
cation. |

of which the following is a specifi-

Thisinvention has reference to a novel con-

struetion in a tent, and has for its objects pri-
marily to provide an insect-proof tent with

“means for permitting quick and convenient

ingress and egress; further, to provide a well-

ventilated tent and one that can be guickly

set up, taken down, and packed within a small
compass, and to provide for the general eff

~ eiency, durability, and convenience-in a de-
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~ therefor.

40

viece of this character.

To these and other useful ends the inven-
tion consists in the features of construction
hereinafter fully described and specifically
claimed. . |

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 1s a per-
spective view of a tent and fly constructed in
accordance with this invention. Ifig. 21s a
vertical longitudinal section of the saine.
Fig. 3isa vertical transverse section taken on

the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of a portion of the front wall of the tent

and illustrating the door as closed. Fig.5isa
vertical section of the window and illustrat-
ing the shade open and netting closed. Iig.
6 is a perspective view of the ridge portions
of the tent and fly-and the supporting means

In accordance with the principle of this in-
vention the end and side walls, the floor, and
the roof of the tent are closed and sealed con-
veniently by being made in one piece—that
is to say, they can be made of canvas or duck
that is suitably stitched to form in eifect a
bag that is closed and sealed on all sides, but

- which partakes of the shape of a tent in the

manner illustrated. Although for the pur-
pose of illustration a wall-tent is selected, yet
it is understood that the invention is appli-

cable to other forms of tents—for 1nstance,

an A-tent. As faras the insect-proof feature

o of theinvention is concerned, the tent can be

supported and held in position by any con-

venient means, and, further, the ventilation |

{ thereof can be attained in the most approved

manner. The important feature in making

a tent insect-proof is to provide a tent that is

55

closed and sealed on all sides; but havingan
opening to permit ingress and egress which
can be quickly opened and closed and sealed.

The closure for this opening or door is flexi:

ble and surrounds the same, having one end

secured to the tent-wall around the opening,

6o

while its other or free end is provided with
means for quickly sealing the same—for in-

stance, a gathering-cord. Said closure may
be said to be tubular and the opening in the
tent is preferably elliptical. |

In the drawings, 1 indicates the front wall

of the tent, 2 the opening therein, and 3 the

closure, that issecured atitsinner end around
the opening 2.

or suitable flexible material can be passed to

either side of the wall, and 1its outer or free

end is provided with a fastening-cord 4 1o
close and seal the same. This fastening-cord
is arranged as a gathering-cord, so that by
pulling upon it the end of the closure is gath-
ered and quickly sealed by wrapping the cord
around the gathered portion and suitably ty-
ing the same. It is obvious that when this

closure is sealed the tent is closed at all points

to effectually exclude insects.
opening 2 and on either side of the closure s are
the tapes or cords 3* for the purpose of holding

the closure open, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2—

that is to say, when the closure 8 is rolled up
in an . obvious manner. This construction
permits the closure to be opened and closed
quickly and with little trouble. Forinstance,
SUpp
and tied from the outside and a person wishes
to enter the tent. . By pulling upon the end
of the cord, it being noted that it is best to

tie the cord in a slip-knot, the knot is untied

and the mouth of the closure can be quickly
opened in an obvious manner. A person can

This closure being of ecanvas

- Around the-

ose that the closure has been gathered
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Q0

then quickly pass through the opening, and
by retaining his hold upon the cord can

gather the ends of the closure as soon as he.

has passed therethrough and then wrap and
tie the same as before. In this way it is seen
that the only timeé the tent is open 18 during

the short period consumed in passing through..

the opéning and gathering the ends of the
tube by a quick pull of the cord atter enter-

100



~provided with ventilating-sections of strong
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ing the tent, which can bé actomplished in a |

moment. With a tent sealed in this manner
ventilation is desirable, and the walls are

netting sealed at theiredges around the open-

ings in the walls, across which they extend.

These ventilating-sections can also have ¢lo-
In the drawings ventilating-sections
bareshownin the front and rear walls just be-
low the ridge. The side walls have a venti-
lating-section 6 extending downwardly from
the eaves and provided with a closure 7 at
its lower edge, consisting of a flap-section

that can be tied in an upright position and |
~over this ventilating-section 6 by the tapesor

cords 8. Theseside ventilators can be closed
by tying the loose closure-flap 7 over the same

or can be opened by allowing it to drop, as

shown in Figs. 1,2, and 3. As a further im-

provement the tent is provided with'anotherl
opening or window to provide for further ven-
tilation, as well as light, but which can also

be ‘closed when necessary. This window-

opening 9ispreferablysituatedintherearend
wall, and around which is secured one end of

a closure 10, of netting or the like, having a
fastening-cord 11, and a closure 12, of canvas

or the like, having a fastening-cord 13, said

closures 10 and 12 being opened or closed in
the same manner as described with relation
to the ‘closure 3. Tapes or cords 14 are se-

cured on ‘opposite sides of the closure or
shade 12 for the purpose of holding it in an

open position, while the net closure 10 when
opened can be tucked around the folded por-
tion thereof. In this way it is seen that the

~windowcan be opened-entirely, can be closed

by the netting, or sealed by the curtain.
The tent is so constructed that any pole of

suffictent length suitably supported can be

used as the main or ridge support, or a rope
or cable stretched tightly between two trees,

for instance, will serve this purpose, so that

In transportation it is unnecessary to earry

poles of any deseription. - In the drawings,

for the purpose of illustration, a ridge-pole 15

and uprights 16 are shown, although it isun-
derstood that this ridge-pole simply repre-
sents the main ridge-support, which may, as

referred to, be a tightly-stretched rope. DBe-
tween the wain support and the ridge of the

tent are depending supports that support the
tent, conveniently consisting of a plurality of

- loops secured to the tent-ridge and extending

6o

upwardly and around the main support. As

~described in detail hereinafter, these depend-

ing supports consist of separa ble sections, the
lower sections being secured to the ridge of the

tentand formingoutwardly-extending pieces, |

constituting upwardly-extending ridge-sup-
ports for the tent proper. The tent is held
at the sides by guy-ropes 17 in the usnal man-
ner. The main support also carries the fly
18, which ean pass over the same or may be

supported by the said loops depending there-
from. It is stretched by the guy-ropes19, as
heretofore. As a further improvement the

|-21.

sald tent.

“trance of insects.

tent and fly each have portions that extend
downwardly from the point of eonnection of
the guy-ropes 17 and 19—mamely, the side

walls of the tent and the flaps 20 of the fly.

7C

This prevents the accumnulation of moisture

at the guy-rope connections, since the water
passes downwardly into the side wall or flap

20.  The accumulation of water at the guy-

rope connections causes the material to de-

75

cay and necessitates patching or a new con-

nection, which is thus obviated, since the fab-

ric dries quickly and will not rot as readily.
- The particular construction shown for sup-

porting the ridge of the tent and fly comprises
‘a plurality of loops 21, that pass through the
openings in the ridge of the tent, while a cord
or rope 22 passes through the lower ends of

these loops, as shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 6.
Said loops are provided above the ridge with
hooks 23.

therethrough and are provided at their lower

ends with rings 25. These rings are larger

than the openings in the ridge of the fly, ‘so
as to support the same.

manner the ridge of the tent is supported
from the main support 15. 1t is understood

that the connection between said depending
supports and the main support and the ridge
of the tent can be variously modified. Itis

thus seen that the said depending supports
consist of the separable sections 21 -and 24,
the former being attached, practically, in a
permanent manner to the ridge of the tent
proper by the interlocking cord or rope 22 and
the section 24 being attached to said seetion
In this way the tent is always provided
at 1ts ridge with outwardly-extending pieces,
constituting upwardly-extending ridge-sup-
ports, which are ever ready to be attached
to the main support to sustain the ridge of

Within the tent and extending between the
ridge-cords 22 and these cords 26 are support-
ing-ropes 27, provided with hooks 25 upon
which to hang clothing and other articles.
Another supporting-rope 27 is fastened to the
loop 24, that supports the fly just in front of
the door of the tent, said supporting-rope 27
being secured to the end of the guy-ropes 19

and beingalsoprovided withhooks28. These
hooks upon theoutside of the tent are adapted

especially to receive wet clothing.

It is'seen from the foregoing description in

connection with the drawings that I provide
a tent possessing the capabilities referred
to—that is to say, the tent is insect-proof,

and a person can enterand leave quickly and
In & manner to effectually prevent the.en-
The tent is also 'well ven-

tilated, and the window provides light, sothat
a person can read or work. -Furthermore, the

The ridge of the fly is provided-
‘witha plarality of openings, and loops 24 pass

The guy-ropes 17 are fastened to
the eaves'of the tent by a cord or rope 26, that
runs through the loops in the -ends of said
guy-ropes in the same manner as the loops 21
are fastened within the ridge of the tent.

30

9.0

_ The hooks23 upon
the loops 21 engage the rings 25, and in this
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tent is so constructed that it can be set up;_

taken down, and packed quickly and with
compamtwely little trouble. In setting the

tent up it is obvious that an ordinary pole'

supported at its ends by uprights or by .be-
ing placed within the crotches of two trees
will serve the purpose of a main support, or a
rope or cable can be stretched tightly between
two trees for this purpose. In striking the
tent and packing the same it 18 to be noted
that the fly can be disconnected from the
ridge of the tent by means of hook 23, while
the depending supports of the fly and tent re-
main fastened. to these parts as well as the
other ropes and adjuncts, so that when the
tent is Lo be set up the parts are ready for con-
nection.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lebters
Patent, 1s— |

1. In a tent havi ing its s&de&, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of ihe

~walls, and a ﬂexible sealing-closure having

closed sides and open ends, one of said open
ends being secured to the wall at and entirely
surr oundmﬂ‘ said opening, and means forseal-
ing the other or free open end of said closure.

2 In a tent having its sides, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, and a tubular flexible sealing-closure
ha;?ltlﬂ' closed sides and open ends, one of
said-open ends being secured to the wall at
and entirely SIlI'IOl]Ildlnﬂ‘ said opening, and

- means for sealing the other or free open end

35

40
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- ends being secured to the wall at and entirely .

50
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6o

of said closure.

3. In a tent having its sides, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, a flexible closure having one end se-
cured around said opening, and a gathering-
cord extending around the other or free end
of sald closme and slidingly connected there-

‘with, whereby said free end can be drawn to-
gether to contract and close or seal the same.

4. In atent having its sides, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, and a flexible sealing-closure having
closed sides and open ends, one of said open

surrounding said opening, means for sealing
the -other or free open end of said closure,
and means for securing said free open end of
the closure to the said wall and entirely suar-
rounding said opening when it is unsealed.

5. In a tent having its sides, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, and a flexible sealing-closure having
closed sides and open ends, one of sald open

ends being secured to the wall at and entirely
smroundmﬂ‘ said opening, means for sealing

the other or free open end of said closure, and
tapes or cords secured to the wall of the tent
outside of and around said opening, whereby

the closure can be folded and secur ed around_

said opening when it is unsealed.
6. In a tent having its sides, roof and floor

closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, and a ﬂemble sealing-closure having |

_ :

closed sides and open ends, one.of said open’

ends being secured to the wall at and entirely
surrounding said opening, means for sealing
the other or free open end of said closure, and

tapes or cords sitnated around said opening

and at theinnerorsecured end of said closure,

‘and corresponding tapes or cords secured to

the wall of thetent outside of and around said

opening, whereby the closure can be folded

and secured around said opening When it 18
unsealed. -

70
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7. In a tent hm*mcr its sides, roof and ﬁoor |

closed and. sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, and a plumlity of separate and inde-
pendent sealing-closures around sald open-

ing, each of whichisadapted toindepéndently
-(,lose and seal the same.
8. Ina tent having its sides, roof and floor.

closed and sealed, an opening in one of the

80

walls, and a plurality of flexible, sealing-clo-

sures around said opening, one of said clo-
sures being of netting, and each of said clo-
sures a,da,pted toindej nendently close and seal
said opening. |

9. In a tent having its S1des, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, a plurality of 1 exible, sealing-closures
around said opening, one of said closures be-
ing of netting, and tapes or cords around said
opening and on opposite sides of the other clo-
sure, and each of said closures adapted toin-
dependently close and seal said opening.

10. Inatent having its sides, roof and floor
closed and sealed, an opening in one of the
walls, netting covering said opening, and a

flexible, sealing-closure around said opening.

11. In a tent, the sole supporting means for
the roof and walls thereof, comprising a lon-
gitudinal main support, and a plurality of de-
pendmﬂ' supports connected therewith and
with the ridge of the tent.

- 12. Ina t-ent, the sole supporting means for
the fly and for the roof and walls of the tent,

comprising a longitudinal main support, a fly

supported thereby, and a plurality of depend-

ing supports connected with the main support
:smd with the ridge of the tent.

13. In a tent, Lhe combination with a main
support,. of dependmw supports connected

therewith and with the ridge of the tent, and

a fly secured to said depending supports be-

low the main support.

14. A tent having a plurality of outwardly-
extending pieces secured to the ridge thereof
to form upwardly extending I'ld“B-SprOl’tS

15. A tent having a plurality of outwardly-
extending pieces secured to the ridge thereof
to form upwardly-extending ridge-supports,
the ridge of the tent being provided with &

9¢ -
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plumhw of Openm ¢s throu gh which thelower

-endsof the pieces project, and securing means-
‘situated on the inside of the tent interlocking

with and fa,stemnn* the inner ends of said
pieces.

16, In a tent, the COIDblI]dthll Wlth a maln
support, of dependmﬂ* supports connected
therewith and with the ridge of the tent, pro-
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jections or shoulders between the ends of said | therewith and with the ridge of the tent, said

supports, and a fly having a plurality of open-

- ings at its ridge throug oh which said depend-

IO

20

ing supports extend saﬂd fly being sustained
up'on said projections or shoulders.

17. A tent provided with upwardly-extend-
ing ridge-supports, consisting of separable
sections, the upper sections having projec-
tions at their lower ends, and a fly having

‘openings at its ridge to receive the u pper sec-

tions of said ridge-supports.
18. A tent provlded with 11pward1y-extend-

ing ridge-supports, consisting of separable
‘sections, a hook and a ring upon the adjacent

ends of said sections, the part upon the up-
per section forming a projection, and a fly
having openings at its ridge to receive the
said upper sections.

19. Inatent, the combination with the main
support, of dependmfr.supports connected

supports consisting of separable sectmns, pro-
jections upon the upper sections, and a fly
having a plurality of openings at its ridge to
receive sald depending supports and resting
upon said projections.

"20. A tent-fly provided with a plurality of
guy-ropes, said guy-ropes being connected at
intervals with the lower side ed ges of said fly,
and depending flapsalong the lowerside ed ges
of said fly extendmﬂ' below the pomt of con-
nection of said guy-ropes.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New Ym k, this 19th. ddV of

November, A. D. 1897,
THEODORE VVM HIOKSO’\T

Wltnesses
HARRY COBB KENNEDY

WM. T. GAUSS.
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