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To all whom it may concerm:
‘Beit known that I, ABNER C. COX, a cilizen
of the United States, residing at Prairie City,

in the county of McDonough and State of

Illinois, have invented a new and usefal Im-

provemenb in Hearses, of whlch the following

is a specification.
Thisinventionisanimprovementinhearses
and similar vehicles, such as ambulances for
carrying human bodies, and has for an object
to provide a tilting platform or support for
the body which can be adjusted up or down

at both ends in order to preserve the body on-
a true level in ascending and descending

orades; and the invention consists in cer-
tain novel constructions and combinations of
as will be hereinafter desembed and
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a Vertlcal lon-
gitudinal section of a hearse provided with
my improvement. Fig.21isadetail viewillus-

- trating the pivots of the body-supporting
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platform. Fig. 3 is a detail view 11111%131*&13111#

the adjusting mechamsm
The hemse may in general respects be of
any suitable design and finish and will pre-

sent no different appeamnce when on a level |

from the ordinary hearse in common use.
The body-supporting platform A forms the
bottom of the hearse and may be raised or

~ lowered at both ends, it being extended lon- |

gitudinally in the dn action of length of the
hearse and pivotally supported m1dway be-

~ tween its ends preferably by the pivot-studs

B, resting in the sills C of the body of the
hearse, so the platform may work inside such
sills and so it will not interfere with the con-
struction of the trap-door for use in adjuast-
ing the securing-pinstothesidesof the casket
in the usual way. Itis. preferred to locate
the pivot-studs in center of the platform, as
shown in Fig. 1. By the described construe-
tion it will be understood that the platform is

- roekable on its pivots, so it can be adjusted

§0

independeatly of the body of the hearse in
order to secure a level position of the plat-
form, whether the hearse be on a level or as-
cendmn' or descending a grade. For this
purpose 1 provide means for foreibly adjust-
ing the platform on its pivot, and these con-

sist, prefembly of a lifting-rod D, jointed at-
~ jts 1ower end to the forward end of the plat- |

form A and working throuu‘h a slot in the front

end of the hearse, so'it can be used by the
driver or undertaker to raise or lower the for-
ward end of the platform tothe degree desired,

~which result may be- effected without qtop-

ping the hearse. This lifting-bar 1s prefer-

| ably jointed to the plattorm, and in order to -

lock the parts in the position to which they

‘may be adjusted I form the bar with notches
d, which engage with a portion e¢on the body

of the hea,rse to secure the rod or bar D in
any desired adjustment, a spring D' being

employed to press the rod or bar D into en-

gagement with the portion e. This portion e
is. preferably a part of a bail L, secured to

the body of the hearse and servmﬂ' as a n'mde |

for the rod or bar D.
The bar D extends upwardlv in rear of the

driver's seat F and it may be supplied with

as many notches d as is necessary to secure
a practically level position of the body-sup-
porting platform A at all times.

My invention may also be embodied in am-

bulances, in which case the adjustable plat-
form may be arranged in pairs, one at each

side, in the form of bunks on opposite sides
of a central aisle, with pwots under center of
each bunk. Theadjusting-bars will be placed
inside the front end of ambulances, so the
attendant can adjust the bunk to suit the
needs of the patient.
the same as in hearses Wlth a separate bar
for each bunk.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure. by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A vehicle substantially as deser 1bed
having a body-supporting platform which is
movable vertically at both ends, combined

with means for operating and securing the
‘said platform Whereby it may be adJusted to

The Dbar itself will be
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and held in level position when the vehicleis

on an inclined roadway, substa,ntmlly as de-
scribed.
2. A vehicle substantially as described,

95

having a body-supporting platform extended
longitudinally in the direction of length of -

the vehicle, such platform being pivotally

100

supported between its ends and rockable on

said pivot, combined with operating means
connected with the front end of said platform,
substantially as set forth.
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3. In a hearse, the combination with the

body having the base-sills, of the body-sup-

porting platform forming the bottom of the
hearse and pivoted between its ends to the
sills and means for rocking the platform on
sald pivots, substantially as set forth.

4. A hearse provided with & body portion

‘having a driver’s seat at its front end, a body-

supporting platform forming the body of the
hearse and pivotally supported between 1its
ends and an operating bar or rod connected
with the forward end of the platform and

extended thence upwardly adjacent to the
“driver’s seat, substantially as set forth.

5. Thecombination of the vehicle-body, the
body-supporting platform pivoted betweenits
front and rear ends, the notched operating-
bar connected with the front end of said plat-
form, the portion with which said notched

bar engages and the spring for pressing the |

627,907

bar into such engagement, substantially as
set forth. |
0. The 1mproved hearse herein described

comprising the body having the bme-—sills,and

(

provided at its front end mth the driver’s

seat, the body-supporting platform pivoted

between its front and rear ends to the sills,

25

the notehed operating-bar connected with the

forward end of the platfm m and e\tendlnﬂ'
thence upwardly adjacent to the driver’s seat,
the bail forming a guide for said bar,
means f{or enmgement thereby, and a spring
for pressing the bar into such enﬂao'ement

all substantially as and for the purpose set

forth.
| - ABNER C. COX.
Withesses:

DeLLE C. H. Oo\ ' :
LORA A. BRYTE.
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