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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HERMAN ELLIS, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain Improvements in Means to

Identify the Brand of Liquor Contained in a

Bottle,of which the followingisaspecification.
- Theobjectof thisinventionis to reduce the
pecuniary advantage derived from the refill-
ing of a bottle with a spurious or a lower and
cheaper grade of goods and not to prevent
the refilling,if such courseis determined upon,

. as will hereinafter fully appear.
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Bottles which cannot be reﬁlled‘ or Wthh
are rendered worthless for subsequent use in
the act of discharging them of their contents

~are not looked upon with favor for the reason
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that their use implies a lack of honesty on the
part of barkeepers and others whose duty
is to hand to customers bottles containing
whisky and other liquors.

The effect of the present invention is to
place a premium on honesty rather than.to
prevent dishonesty; and to this end the said
invention consists in a bottle for, say, whisky,
containing a preferably non- ﬂoatmﬂ' device
which is marked or inscribed with some let-
tering whereby it is identified with the origi-
nal contents of the bottle and whieh 1s dis-
charged from the bottle when the same is
emptied and has a value over and above its
intrinsic value for the reasonthatitis redeem-
able by the bottler or seller of the liquor.
Such device preferably consists of a porcelain
sphere bearing the trade-mark of the liquor
contained in the bottle in full view within the
bottle, and no package is guaranteed to be an
01‘iginal one unless it contains the sphere.
Being of spherical form, the device will natu-

-~ rally roll out of the bottle in pouring out the

40

last portion of its contents, and it is intended
that it shall not be again used, but retained

- and eventually returned to the bottler or

vender for redemption in cash or its equiva-

- lent.

In the further description of the said inven-
tion which follows reference is made to the

accompanying drawing, Whlch represents an |

the present invention.

| exterior side view of a bottle provided with

Referring now to the dmwmg, A is the bot- 5@

tle, and B a non-floating sphere of porcelain
placed loosely in the bottle The sphere 1is
smaller in diameter than the throat of the
bottle, to admit of 1fs insertion in the bottle

when the same is filled with liquor and allow.

of its discharge when the liquor is poured out.
The bottle is provided with a label C, on
which is printed the trade-mark, which, for
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instance, may consistof a star, and the sphere. |

issimilarly marked, and, if desired, thesphere
may have several stars, so that one of them
willappear nomatter how the device is placed
or what position it mayassume on the bottom
of the bottle. The label may also contain a
notice calling attention to the fact that the
genuine llquor contains the marked sphere

_and that none other should be used or bought.
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In practice the spheres are collected and re-

turned to the bottler or vender of the whisky,
who pays a certain fixed price for them.
It is not held that this invention will defeat
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a determined effort to substitute a low for a

high grade of liquorin the refilling of a bot-
tle; but it acts as a check on the dispensers
of liquors and as such is valuable. -
I claim as my invention—
An ordinary bottle having an unobstrueted

‘inner surface extending from the bottom to

the top thereof which “admits of the liquid

contents of the bottle being fully discharged,
combined with a label ha,vmcr some distin-
ouishing mark, secured to the “exterior of the

bottle, and a ball which is smaller than the
| mouth of the bottle and has thereon a mark
correspondlnﬂ' with that on the label, which

is placed loosely in the bottle and may be dis-
charged therefrom with the liquid contents
thereof, substantially as, and for the purpose
speuﬁed | *
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