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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, GEORGE F. MOKEEVER
a resident of Alleﬂ'heny, in the county of Alle-
cheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Kn-
velop-Openers; and I do hereby declare the

. following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
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tion ther eof

Myinvention relates to envelop epeners, 1ts
object being to provide a simple, durable, and
inexpensive form of envelop-opener.

To these ends my invention comprises, gen-
erally stated, an envelop-opener comprising a

body portion formed of one piece of sheet
metal of proper resiliency, said metal being

bent to form an upper plate and a lower plete,

the said upper plate having a downwardly-

extending gage and a euttmg -knife and said
lower plate supporting a stationary knife
which acts in conjunction with said first-men-
tioned knife to cut the edge of the envelop
inserted in the cutting posmlon

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use myinvention, I will deseribe the same
more tfully, referrmn‘ to the aeeempanymg
drawings, 1n Whleh— .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved envelop-opener.
face view of same; and Fiﬂ' 3 1S & Cross-sec-
tion on the line 3 3, Kig. 2.

Like letters of reference mdleete 11ke perts
in each view.

In the accompanying drewmgs the refer-
ence-letter a designates the body portion of

my improved envel-ep -opener, said body por-
tion being formed of sheet metal of the proper
gage and resﬂlency I prefer to employ eruci-
ble spring-steel, although -other metals pos-

sessing sufficient reelheney may be employed.

The sheet metal is bentin the manner shown,

as at ¢’, so as to form the upper and lower’

plates a® and «? respectively. The lower
plate ¢®is substantially horizontal and forms
a base-plate or rest for the envelop-opener.
The upper plate a® has the downwardly-ex-
tending portion b, which acts as a gage and
reﬂ'ulates the amount to be cut from the en-
velep when inserted in the cutting position,

as will more fully hereinafter appear.
upper cutting-knife ¢ is formed in this gage 0,

said knife bemﬂ* formed by cutting the metal |
in said gage in the manner illustrated, SO as |

Fig. 2 is a front or

The |

tionary knife.

| 1t the knife c.
envelopis sheared off, and when the Operetor

Tto permit of the outward projection of the

knife beyond the face of the gage. Thelower
edge of the cutting-knife is then properly

| sharpened The bottom plate o’ extends be-
yond the top plate «?, and said bottom plate

is bent up in such ehape as to form the sup-
port d, which carries the stationary knife e.

This stetlonar}? knife e may be secured to the

support d by means of the screws f, with the
nuts /' engaging therewith. The openingin
the support d throucrh which the screw f
passes, 18 slotted so as to permit of the ad-
justment of the knife ¢ to and from the oage D.
In- construeting my improved envelop-
opener the metal is. so bent to form the same

| that the upper plate a? thereof is higher at
one end than at the other, so that the knife ¢

will at one end be nor mally below the sta-
By this construction when
the upper plate ¢* is lowered in the cutting
operation there is no liability of the upper

knife- coming in contact with the stationary

knife, so as to interfere in any way with the
downward movement of the upper knife.

When it is desired to open an envelop with '

my improved envelop-opener, the envelop
rests upon the stationary knife ¢ and the
outer edge of the envelop is pressed against
the gage b. With the other hand the opera-

tor then orasps fhe handle or knob g and

forces down the upper plete a?, carrying with
By this action. the edge of the

removes the pressure from the knob g the up-
per plate a?, due to the spring of the metal,
resumes its normal position ready for the
next operation. As stated betore, the body
portion of the envelop-opener is made of

spring metal mth sufficient resiliency so

that the bend o’ will act as a hinge and that
after the cutting operation the upper.plate a°
will return to its normal position.

By the above construction I provide a sim-

ple form of envelop-opener which is durable

and inexpensive. The body portion is formed
of one piece of metal, and the necessity of
separate top and bottom pletee connected by
hinges is avoided.
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I do not wish to limit myself to the exact

construction illustrated,; as that may be va-
ried in certain details without affecting the

spirit of my invention.
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What I claim as my invention, and desire
to protect by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an envelop-opener, a body portion
formed of sheet metal bent to form an upper
and lower plate, the lower plate acting as a
base or support, said upper plate being bent
toformadownwardly-projecting gage, a  kenife
formed within said gage by slitting the metal
longitudinally and vert-ically at each end of
the longitudinal cut, and a stationary knife

carried by the lower plate, substantially as

set forth.
2. In an envelop-opener, a body por tion
formed of sheet metal bent to form an upper
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|

and lower plate, the lower plate dcting as 4 15
base 01 support, and the upper plate bemn'
per plafte having a downwardly- projecting
gage, a knife for med within said gage, and a

statlonaly knife carried by the lower plate; 2o

substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I, the said GEORGE F

MCKEEVER, have hereunto set my hand.
' GEORGE F. MCKEEVER.

Witnesses:
RoBT. D. TOTTEN
RoBeErT C. TOTTEN
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