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Be it known that I, HERMAN G. ARNOLD 2,

citizen of the Umted States of America, and-
a resident of Hartford, Hartford county, Con-

necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Imp1 ovements in Clasps, of which the fol-

- lowing is a bpemﬁcamon
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Thlb invention in clasps relates most par-
ticularly toclasps.of that character commonly

known as ‘‘garment-clasps,” the object of

the 1nvent10n being primarily to furnish a

simple, inexpensive, and easily-manipulated -

device of this character which may not only

be used for supporting a garment, such as.

men’s drawers, whereby such undergarment
may be held in place with relation to the
trousers or outer garment, but which device
may also be conveniently utilized as a de-

- tachable holder or fastener for suspenders,

eyeglasses, pencils, &e.

Afmthel object of the invention is to pro-
vide a clasp or fastener embodying a back
plate having one or more projecting perforat-

ing prongs or barbs at one end thereof and

having the opposite end thereof-bent in U
form to provide a bearing-plate, and a front
plate or retainer pivotally supported on the
back plate for movement in a plane parallel
to said back plate and transverse to the longi-
tudinal plane of the prongs.

Inthe drawings accompanying and forming
a part of this specification, Figure 1is a per-

- spectiveview of one form of garment-clasp em-
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bodying my invention, the retainer or pivot-
ed front plate being shown in its depending
or cloth-releasing position. Fig. 2 is a front
view of the clasp with the parts in the posi-
tions shown in Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a central
longitudinal section of the (,lasp, showing the

same applied to a garment and also showmﬂ*'

the retaining or fronb plate. in its. cloth-en-
gaging position, this figure showing the pivot
which connectsthe front and back plates pro-
vided with a button or buspender -holder; and
Fig. 4 is a sectional view similar to F1
9howmw the pivot furnished with an ey eﬂ'lass
holder or hook. e

Similar characters deswuate like parts in
all the figures. |

As a pleamble to a detailed descmptlon of
the construction and organization of the parts

3,

that said clasp may be constructed for use

simply as a garment-clasp, or may without

departure from this invention be constructed
for use not only as a garment-clasp, but a
combined garment - elasp and suspender-
holder or as a holder for eyeglasses, &c.
Thereforein the drawings I have shown three
relatively-modified fOI‘l]]b of clasp, each and
all of whichembody the 5ubJect -matter of the
present invention.

In the preferred forms thereof illustrated
in the accompanying drawings the clasp com-
prises a back plate P and a front plate P’, piv-
otally connected, as at 2, for movement in re-

| of the presént invention it is desired to state |
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mote parallelism, and one of which has, pref- .

erably, a series of fabric-penetrating prongs
3, extending outward toward and in linesin-
tersecting the path of movement of the other.

The back plate P, which will preferably be

constructed of Sheet-steel of considerable ri- .

gidity, is shown bent outward and downward
at 1ts upper end, as at 4 and 5, respectively,

to form a bearing-plate for the front plate,

which bearing-plate is disposed in advance of

‘and parallel to the main body of the back

plate and to which bearing the front plate P’
is pivoted. The back plate P is shown pro-

| vided with a series of fabric-penetrating
| prongs 3, which extend outwardly, preferably

at right anﬂ'les thereto, and which are of a
1encrth shfrhtly less than the distance between
the frontand back plates. These prongs may
be in practice formed of steel wire pointed at

their outer ends and secured at thelr inner

ends to the back plate in any suitable man-

ner, as by riveting, serew-threading, or other-

wise, or 1t may be sometimes desirable, to

form the penetrating prongs as a part inte-

gral with said back pla,te in any well-known
manner.
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In some cases the pivot 2, which secures

the front plate P’ to the relatively short de-

pending portion 5 of the back plate, will be
farnished at its outer end with a holding de-

vice H, which holding device may be in the
form of a button, asshown in Fig. 3, to which
the suspender-ends may be secured or may
be in the form of a hook, as shown in Fig. 4,
whereby a pair of eyeﬂ‘lasses may be sus-
pended therefrom, (the clasp in this latter

of the clasp eonstituting the subject-matter | casebeingattached tothe upperedge of a veést-
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pocket,) or said holding device may be of zmjr | to its normal depending position and engagés 50

suitable form desired, the construction of the

holding device being dependent on the use to
which the clasp is to be put. - :
In contradistinction to elasps of known con-

struction having front and back plates hinged
together for movement toward and from each

other or formovementin the direction of pen-

etration of the spurs (where spurs are pro-

vided) the front plate P’ in the clasp consti-

tuting the subject of the present invention is

supported on the back plate for movement
parallel to said back plate and at right angles

to the direction of penetration of the prongs
Therefore it will be-
“seen that no pulling strain is exerted upon

3 on said back plate.

the front plate when the clasp is attached to
the garment which would tend to change the
relative positions of or spread the front and
back plates, and thus allow a disengagement
of the garment from the prongs, asfrequently
happens with clasps of ordinary construction.

In practice some suitable form of catch or

locking device will be employed in connec-

tion with the front and back plates for hold-
ing the front platein a garment-engaging posi-
tion. Thislockingdevice inthe form thereof
shown most clearly in Fig. 3 is preferably
automatically operative and is 1n the nature
of a detent device and consists of a teat 7,
formed on one plate in position to engage in

~an indentation 7', formed in the other plate,
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the teat being shown in this figure as formed
on the front plate and the indent being
shown as formed in the bearing portion 5 of
the back plate. o
- The front plate will in practice be con-
structed of resilient steel and will be prefer-
ably bent slightly inward, as at S, at the
lower end, so that when the same is in a de-
pending position it will closely engage the
material or fabric located between said front
and back plates.
In attaching the clasp to a piece of fabric

the front plate or retainer P’ is swung edge- |

wise to the position shown in Fig. 1, whieh
leaves the prongs exposed, after which said
prongs are forced through the fabric from

one side and the front plate is then returned

the other side of the fabric, holding the same
against displacement with relation to the
prongs. .

I elaim— | - _

1. A clasp comprising a back plate having
its upper end bent outward and downward to
form a bearing for a front plate; a front plate
disposed in parallelism to the main portion
of the back plate; a pivot extending trans-
versely through the front plate and the bear-
ing portion of the back plate; a series of
prongs fixed to the lower end of the back
plate and having their longitudinal axes in
parallelism with said pivot; and an automat-

ically -operative catch connected with the

front plate and effective for holding the same

against accidental displacement when in a
- fabric-holding position.

2. A clasp comprising a back platehaving
at the lower end thereof one or more prongs
disposed at right angles to said plate; a front

| plate supported on the back plate for move-

ment in a plane intersecting the axial lines
of said prongs; a front-plate-supporting pivot
extending through the front and back plates
and having at the outer end thereof a hold-
ing device, substantially as desecribed.

3. In a clasp, the combination with a front

and back plate,-one of which has a series of
prongs, of a holding device, a portion of
which extends through, and constitutes a
pivot for, the front and back plates.
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4. A clasp comprising a front plate and a

back plate pivotally connected for movement

in parallelism, and one of which has one or

more prongs extending outwardly and sub-
stantially at right angles thereto; a holder,
substantially asdescribed, in connection with
one of said plates; and an auntomatically-
operative catch for locking the two plates to-
gether when in a fabric-holding position.
Signed by me,at Hartford,State of Connecti-

cut, this 17th day of December, A. D. 1398.

 HERMAN G. ARNOLD.

Witnesses: |
PERCY ROTHWELL,
E. C. WHITNEY.
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