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UNITED STATES

PATENT ‘OFFICE.

FRANK II. MITCHELL, Off NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO WILLIAM II. JUD-
SON, OF SAME PLACE, AND STEPIIEN V. ALBRO, OF WHITE PLAINb

NEW YO RIs_

- BELT-BUC_KLE.

SPEGIFICATION formlng pa,rf: of Letters Patent No. 627 701 dated J une 27, 1899
| Appllmtmr filed Nnvember 24 1897. | &erml No. 657,154, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

‘Be it known that I, Frank H. MITCHELL
of New York, in the county and State of New
“York, have invented a new and useful Im-

5 provement in Belt-Buckles, of which the fol—
lowing is a specification.

My mvenmon relates to an 1mp1 ovement in
belt-buckles in which provision is made for
removing and ad Jtlstlnﬂ' the buckle-front at

ro pleasure.

A. practical embodiment of my invention
isrepresented in the accompanymw drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the bueckle as applied

- 15 to the belt looking at it from the rear. Iig.
| 2 is a top plan view. Figs. 3,4, and 5 repre-
sent, respectively, in detall rear views of the
buckle-front, the hook-piece, and the slotted
or socket piece which go tomake up the com-
- 20 plete fastening. Fig. 6 is a front view of the
hook-piece. I'ig. 7 1s a view of the buckle-

frontand hook-pleee in verfical centralsection
from front to rear along the line 7 7 of Fig 1,
showing the fdstenmﬂ‘-d()ﬂ"s for retaining Lhe‘
Fiu' |

25 buckle- front in their lockmﬂ‘ position.
S is a similar view of the buckle front, show-
ing the fastening-dogs in their releasmﬂ' po-

sition; and Fig. 9 is a similar view of the

- hook-piece, showmﬂ' the catches in posmon

30 to receive the front-pleee
| The front-piece of the buckle is denoted by
“A. It may be of any suitable design and of
any material adapted for the purpose. Ibt1is
provided on its rear side with a housing B,

35 shown in the present instance as of oblonﬂ'-

rectangular form and provided with a pair of
openings b b’ on its rear face to.admit a pair

of catches on the hook-piece of the belt, as
will be hereinafter more particularly de-

40 scribed. . Within the hounsing B a pair of fas-

tening-dogs C C' are located in such a man-

ner as to permit them to reciprocate toward
and away from each other in the 10ngitudinal
direction of the housing, their tailpieces ¢ ¢’
45 being extended beyond the ends of the hous-
ing B for the purpose of permitting them to
~be ﬂ‘l&SpEd by the thumb and finger of the

- operator to press them toward one another to.

release them from the catches. The fasten-
zo ing-dogs C C’ are normally held toward the

Oppomte ends of the housing in pomtlon to |

‘Dbelt m ay be

lock the catches by means of a spring ¢, in-

sertéd between abutments on the dogs mth—‘

in the housing. The 0perat1nﬂ‘-noses of the
dogs (denoted by cdct)areadapted tonormally 55

rest in position to partially cover the open-
‘ings b b’ in the rear face of the housing, so

that when the beveled ends of the catches aré
forced intheopenings & b'in the housing they
will have a tendency to crowd the dogs back 60

from in front of the openings until thecatches

have passed inwardly beyond the noses ¢ ¢,

| when the latter will spring in opposite direc-

tions and engage the lips of the catches. ._
The hook-piece which is to be attached to 65
one end of the belt is denoted as a whole by
D. It isprovided with an elongated eye d for
the reception of the end of the belt, with a
hook d' at its edge opposite that to which the
belt is secured, and with an intermediate rear- 7o
wardly-depressed portion d? adapted to re-
ceive the housing- B on the buckle-front.
From the depressed portion d* there extend
forwardly a pair of catches (denoted by d° d*)
for entering the openings & 4’ in the housing 75
and engaging the fastening-dogs when the
buckle-front is pressed 1earwardly with its

‘housing in the depressed pmtlon d? of the

hook-piece. *
The socket or slotted plece ‘'which f.,oaJcts 80
with the hook-piece to secure the ends of the

belt together is denoted as a whole by E and.

is provlded with an elongated eye e for the
reception of the opposite end of the beltand
with an elongated slot or eye ¢’ for the recep- 85

tion of the hook .

The belt is denoted by F. In practice the
first secured to the body of the
wearer by hooking the piece E onto the hook-

piece D, as shown in Fig. 1. Thebuckle-front "}

A may then be placed in position by simply
placing it in front of the hook portion D with
its housing in the depression d* and pressing

it 1e¢1rwa,1dlv to force the catches d?® d* mto

the openings b b’ in the housing B. Whenit g5

is desired to remove the belt, the piece I. may
‘be first detached from the hook-piece D, and
the buckle-front may then be removed from :

the hook-plece D by pressing inwardly on the
tailpieces ¢ ¢’ of the fastemno' dogs. |
The above-described str ueture provides for
utilizing a handsome and expensive buckle-
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front in connection with various colors and
designs of belt, thereby making constant use

of the same expensive buckle-—front in con-

nection with a variety of belts.

It is obvious that slight changes 11110'1113 be

resorted to in the form and auanﬂement of
the several parts without depa,ltmfr from the
spirit and scope of my invention. Hence I

do not wish to limit myself strictly to the

structure herein shown and described; but

What I claim is—

1. The combination with a hook-piece for
engaging one end of a belt and means for se-
curing the opposite end of a belt to the hook-
piece, the said hook-piece being provided with

a catch projecting from if, of a buckle-front

independent of and removable bodily from

- the said hook and securing means and pro-

| vided with a dog for locking the buckle-front

toandr eleasmw it from the catch on the hook-
piece, substantlally as set forth.,

2. The combination with a hook-piece for

engaging one end of a belt and means for at-
taehmcr the opposite end of a belt to the hook-
piece, the said hook- -piece being provided with
catches projecting from it, of a buckle-front

independent of and 1em0vable bodily from
| the said hook and securing means and pro-

vided with a housing at its rear and spring-
actuated dogs Wlthm the housing for en gag-

ing the eatches and locking the buckle f1 01113

to the hook-piece, substantla,]ly as set forth.
-~ FRANK H. MITCHELL.
Witnesses:
FREDK. HAYNES,
C. S. SUNDGREN.
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