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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, HUGO KUERSCHNER, &

citizen of the United Statesj residing at Wash-

ington, Distriet of Columbia, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Hand-Supports for Piano Pupils; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the mvenmon such;
as will enable others skilled in the art to whloh,

it appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to devices for sup-
porting the arms or wrists of Dmno pupllS
while playing.
The object of the inventionis S 10 pr ovide an

arm or wrist support which, while sustaining

the arm and wrist in the correcs position for
fingering the keys of the piano, will be yield-

‘ing to a sufficient extent to permit the hand
to convemently reach all the octaves of the

keyboard and will also permit of the hands
occupying the correct lateral position with re-
card to the keys at the two extremes of the
Leyboald |

The object is, moreover, to provide a sup-

port which may be carried about conveniently

and which will not necessitate attachment to
the piano directly.

With these objects In view my invention
consists, essentially, in a pair of wrist-sup-
ports, preferably in the form of wristbands,
which are secured, preferably in a removable

manner, 1o pendenb supports, which in turn

receive their support from the person of the

player or piano pupil. These pendent sup-
ports are preferably in the shape of a shoul-

~der band, strap, or cord or equivalent device,

which passes around the neck and over the

shoulders of the player and reaches down to | p
‘wrist-bands A pass, as elearly bhOWﬂ in the

flattened at .
‘their lower portions to form narrow slots for

the passage of said wristbands.
links ¢ of the swinging rotatable joints A’
‘engage the eyes b° of similar tabs b*, which

the wristbands or wrist-supports. The con-
nection between the wristband and the pend-
ent support is such as to allow the wristbands
to swing or rotate freely around a substan-

tially vertlcal axis, and, moreover, this con-.

nection is so arranged as to enable the wrist-
bands to be rea,dlly detached from the pend-

- ent supports during intervals of rest.

My invention, moreover, consists in such

features, devices, and combination of parts

50

as will be hereinafter Set fmth, and pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings forming pmt of this speci-

fication, Figure 1 represents a front view of

an arm-support embodying what 1 consider
the preferable form of carrying out my in-
vention. FKig. 2 Isa perspective view show-
ing the &rm-suppmt in operative position.
I‘lg 3 is a detail view, in vertical longitudinal

55

section, of the length-adjusting dewce forthe

pendent suppor Eb
detail views, in front elevatlon and vertical

'lonmtudmal section, of a modified form of

lenn'th adjusting devi_ee for the pendent sup-
pmts and Fig. 6, a modified form of remov-
able connectmo* device between the wr 1stba,nd
and pendent suppmt

By referring to Figs. 1 and 2 in the draw-
ings it will be noted t,hat the arm-support em-
bodymn‘ my invention consists of a pair of

wrist-supports A A, preferably in the form of

wristbands, as shown which are suspended
from a pairof pendent supports B’ B’, which
in the present case constitute the ends of a

Figs. 4 and 5 represent

60

shoulder band orstrap B,which shoulder band

or strap, as shown in I‘w* 2, passes around
the rear portion of the neek of the wearer and

down over the shoulders. The wristbands
A A are secured to the ends of the pendent
supports B’ B' by a swinging rotatable joint—
that is tosay, a connection “Wwhich will permit

the wristbands toswing horizontally and also
toyield vmtwally in all directions.

This con-
nection is also so constituted as to make the
wristbands removable from the pendent sup-
ports B’ B'.

:smd it consists in a nu mbel of rings or lmks
« «'. -Thelower links o' are conuected to the
wristbands A by engaging eyes ¢°, forming
art of tabs or loops aﬁ thr ough which the

drawings, the said tabs being

also have elongated and narrow slots at their
upper portions sfor the passage of the pendent

supports B'.
In Fig. 6 I have qhown aQ modlﬁed f01 m of

swinging rotatable conneetwn which consists

The upper
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One form of this swinging ro-
‘tatable joint is illustrated in Figs. 1 a,nd 2,

9o
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in interposing between the tabs ¢® and 0*a
link E, whose leop engages the eye o’ of the
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tab ¢?, and whose upper portion is swiveled
to the tab 0% at ¢’ in any desired or convenient
wa |

"J‘?‘The WI‘ISthLIldS A are made removable from
the pendent supports B’ in any suitable or
preferred way. In the present instance !
have carried this 1emovab111ty into effect by
making the lower links o' in Fig. 1 and ¢’ in
Fig. 6 in the shape of snap-hoolzs, the tongues
@’ or e*of which will readily yield to pressure

- from the outside when it is desired to put the
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wristbands into position or to remove them

from the pendentsupports. Thesesnap-hooks
being so well known it is not necessary to
entel intoany further description of thesame.

The wristbands A may be made adjustable
in diameter to accommodate the arms and
wrists of different sizes in any convenient or
suitable way, as will be readily understood.
The manner in which such adjustment is
effected in the present instance consists in
attaching one end of the wristbands A to
buckles A*and passing theotherends through
sald buckles in & manner well known and
readily understood. The ends of the wrist-
bands may be passed under slidable strap-
guards a*, if desired. |

The lenﬂ*th of the pendent supports I’ m:;t}
be made adjustable in any desired way. In
IFigs. 1 and 3 I have shown one such method
of makmn them adjustable, which consistsin
.:LEIELC]H]J“‘ the lower ends 0* of the pendent
supports B to a clamp-buckle C, which may
bé of any suitable or convenient form and
which in the present instance consists of a
bed-plate e, 111 front of which is pivoted a

clamp-lever¢', the pivots of said clamp-lever

¢* passing thr on ogh ears ¢?, extending outward
from the bed-plate- C. Thi_s is a well-l;.nown
form of construction and its use will be
readily understocod. When it is desired to
lengthen or shorten the pendent supports,
the buckle is released by raising the clamp-
lever ¢’ into the open position indicated in
dotted lines in Ifig. 3, when the part of the

~ pendent support B’ which passes through be-
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in FIO'S 4 and 5.

tween the clamp-lever and the bed-plate ¢
can bedrawn upor down, as the case may re-
quire, and then locked in the desiled position
by pressing the clamp-lever ¢’ down in the po-
sition shown in full lines in Kig, 3

Another modified form of deHStIIlﬂ‘ the
length of the pendent supports B’ B is shown
As there shown, the free
end of the pendent support B’ passes through
the loops of an ordinary buckle D, attached
to the lower section 4* of said pendent sup-

port,and is held in any position of adjustment

by the spurs d. The use of this buckle is so
well known as torequire no further explana-
tion.

It is manifest that any device for adjusting
the length of the pendent supports B’ B’ will
answer the purpose of myinvention, and it is
therefore to be understood that the same is

- not confined to the forms herein shown in ex-

emphﬁcatlon of my said invention, which, so | same comprising

[

far as this feature is concerned, essentially

consists in the pendent supports adjnstable
in length in any way whatsoever.

The operation and use of the arm-support
embodying my invention is apparent from
the foregoing: When it is desired to use the
same, the shoulder band or strap is placed 1n
p081t10n around the neck and over the shoul-
ders of the pupil, as indicated in Fig. 2, and
the hands are passed through the wr 1stba,nds
until the same occupy a po&,mon around the
wrist or any other desired part of the forearm
of the pupil. By this means the forearm and
wrist will be held in the proper position for
fingering the piano and sufficient freedom
will be given the player to conveniently reach
all the parts of the keyboard and to hold the
hands and wrists in a correct position at all
points of said keyboard. A correct position
can thereby soon be acquired without cramp-
ing the pupil or causing undue fatigue. The
lenﬂths of the pendcnt supports may be read-
ily ad justed in the way indicated above. In
order to release the arms of the pupil when a

Ppause occurs in the course of the lesson or

for any other reason, the wristbands may be
readily removed from the pendent supports
by pr essmﬂ' the tongues ¢’ or ¢* of the snap-
hoops «' or e mwmdly and lifting the eyes «®
out of engagement with the same.
bands may be readily replaced when 1t 18 de-
sired to resume playing or for any reason in
a manner that will be readily understood.

It will be seen that an arm-support em-
bodying my invention embodies the advan-
tages of occupying a very small amount of
space.
out inconvenience. It, moreover, does not
necessitate attachment to the piano, whereby
the latter is rendered unsightly. Ifinally,
what I consider the most important advan-
tage of the invention is the fact that while 1t
maintains the hands and wrists in the exact
and proper position for playing it allows per-
fect freedom of movement and in no way
cramps the arms, wrists, or fingers of the
player, no matter what portion of the key-
board the finger may occupy. |

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. An arm-support for piano pupils, the
same comprising a strap or band freely mov-
able about the shoulders of the pupil and
having pendent portions for supporting the

~arms, and wristbands suspended from said

pendent portions.

The wrist-

It may be folded up and carried with-
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2. An arm-support for piano pupils, the

same comprising pendent portions to hang

loosely from the body of the pupil, w 118tband5, |

and swinging rotatable connections between
sald pendent portions and the wristbands.

125

3. An arm-support for piano pupils, the

same comprising pendent portions provided
with detachable wristbands connected there-
with by swinging rotatable connections.

4, An arm- suppmt for plano pupils, the
a strap or band freely mov-

130
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able about the shoulders of the pupil, pend- | wristbands which are adjustable in diameter,
ent portions attached thereto which are ad- | and swinging rotatable connections between
justable in length, and wristbands attached | said wristbands and said pendent portions.

- tosaid pendent portions which are adjustable | In testimony whereof I affix my signature |

5 in diameter. in presence of two wifnesses.
5. An arm-support for piano pupils, the |
same comprising a strap or band freely mov- | HUGO KUERSCHNER.
able about the shoulders of the pupil, swing-| Witnesses:
ing pendent portions adjastable in length and "ANTON A. GLOETZNER,

10 attached to the ends of said strap or band, | BERTHA L. DANA.
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