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Yo all whom it may concerwn: |
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. OWENS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Aus-
tin, county of Tuniea, and State of Missis-
s1pp1 have invented- ce1tam new and useful

Improvements in Tents, fully described and

represented in the following specification and

the accompanying L]l&“ ings; forming a part

of the same, -
This invention 1elates to certain improve-

ments in the frames or supports for tents.
The object of the invention is to produce a
frame or set of supports for tents and similar

structures which shall be light, and conse-

quently readily portable, which shall at the
same time De exceedingly rigid after erection,

and which shall be adapted to be erected on

hillsides or in very rough country or in simi-

lar locations where the pitching of ordinary

tents is attended with serious difficulties.
A further object of the invention is to con-

struct a frame or set of supportssuchasabove

referred to in such a manner that it may be

used not only to'support the tent, but also to
sustain the weight of cots, hammocks , tables,

- shelves, and other similar conveniences not
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ordinarily found in tents, and to do this in

such a manner that the increased weight of
these devieces when placed upon the frame or.

tent-supportsshall act to increase the stiffness
-and rigidity of the structure and so increase
the efficiency of the frame.

A further object of the invention is £0. eon-

one or more additional roofs or flies may be
used therewith, thereby creating a dead-air
space between the roofs, by which the struc-
ture is particularly adapted for use in hot 011-
mates.

With these and other objects 1n view the
invention consists in certain parts, improve-

ments, and combinations,which will be here-

inafter described, and the novel features of
which will be partlcularly pointed outin the
claims hereunto appended.

In the accompanying drawings,which con-
stitute a part of this speelﬁc&tlon Figure 1 1s

asideview, slightly in perspective, of the tent-

frame. Flg 2isanend view of the tent-frame
slightly in pelspecmve, showing the flies or
roofs in position. Fig.3isa detml illustrat-

1

‘them will serve for both.
or supports consist of three legs a, which

strong and stl ".

| ing the support to which the legs of the stands-

ards are connected and illustrating also the
manner of attaching the suppor tmrr-hook of
the intermediate 1‘1#1(1 brace. Iig. U is a de-
tail illustl*ating-the construction of the ends

of the standards and the manner in which the

pins which cooOperate therewith secure the
standards to the ground. S

A indicates one of a pair of carrying stand-
ards or supports.
ing standards or supports, but as they are
alike in all respects a description of one of
"T'hese standards

are hinged, pivoted, or conneeted in any
other smtable foldable manner to a common
support B. Each of the legs o is prefer-
ably composed of pieces @, Wthh are sepa-
rated by a series of b]ocks, three of which,
as b b’ b% are shown. The number of these

‘blocks may be varied according to the height

of the standards. These pieces a' and blocks

b make up a truss-like leg, which may be
made very light, but which is exceedingly
One set of the blocks, as

There are two such carry-
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the blocks b, are located at a distance from

‘the ends of -bh_e legs equal to the usual height
of a table.

Each of the legs is shod with an
iron point C, having a perforation ¢ therein.

In erecting the tent the legs @ are set up with
the pieces a’ suitably spread, the iron points

bemo' forced into the ground. Pins or pegs

| ¢’ may be then driven through the perfora-
structatentframe or support of the character

heretofore adverted to in such.a mannerthat

tions ¢ into the ground, and the standard will

thus be eﬂfeetively fastened to the oround.

Instead of perforations in the pomt a space

| might be left between the ends of the legs

and the topof the point and the pins inser ted
therethrough. I% is obvious that by reason
of the fact that the legs of each of the stand-
ards are pivoted the standards can be set at
an angle to each other and the ground and

‘that they are adapted to be used on hillsides
‘or in very rough country. Furthermore, the

pins which pass through the standards into
the ground act to efﬁc1ently brace and tie

them to the ground, soas tomakeit extremely

difficult and be pr actleally impossible for the
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tent to be blown down or otherwise acmden-

tally displaced. )
The supports B, to which the leﬂ's of the’

standards A are hmﬂ'ed are pre_fera,bly hol- -
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low, as shown in the detail view. Certain
susta,lnmﬂ' devices, herein shown as hooks D,
are eonneeted to the supports b at their lower
ends and preferably to the interior thereof.
These hooks or supporting devices are pref-
erably so arranged that any weight placed

. upon them will act downwardly in a vertical

line from about the center of the support.

- Certain hooks E are also connected to the
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lower ends of the said supports, but prefer-
ably to the exterior thereof. The hooks D and
E are preferably so arranged that the same
sel, of securing bolts or rivets d' fastens them
both to the support B. 1'o the hooks K is
connected a rigid cross brace or bar I, the
sald brace being preferably provided with
loops or eyes f, which engage the hooks K.
While this mode of connecting the brace to
the standards 1s a cheap and efficient one,
other modes may be employed.
ards A having been set up as described and
therigid brace I having been connected fo

the hooks 1t 18 obvious tlmt a2 ﬁllll and rigid

structure is produced.

The purpose of the hooks D is to euppmt
cots G. A rope ¢ is connected to the side
bars of each of these cots and the ropeis then
thrown over the hook D. The weight of the
cots and any weight that is placed upon them
will actin a line which is nearly vertical from
the center of the support B and will tend,
therefore, to drive the standards farther into
the ground and at the same time act to pull
them toward each other. The rigid bar F

will, however, act to prevent any approach -
- of the standards to each other.

The resuit
18, therefore, that the greaterthe weight which
18 placed upon the standards the more firmly
they will be set in the ground and the stiffer
the entire supporting structure will become.

" The supports B are, as has before been de-

seribed, hollow, and their upper ends serve
as sockets. In thesesocketsare inserted up-

rights i, which uprights are engaged by a
cross-bar I. This cross-bar I serves to sup-
port the upper or main fly K of the tent. The
cross-bar If, before referred to, serves to sup-
port the lower or second fly L of the tent, and
between these twoflies there is established a
dead-air space M. The action of this dead-
alr space 1s of course well understood, and it

can be readily seen that tents so constructed .

will be particularly adapted for use in hot
climates. It is obvious that more than one

~dead-airspacecan be provided for by increas-

ing the number of cross-bars I and the num-
be1 of flies.

It has been before stated that the blocks D
of the legs are placed at a distance from the
ends of the legs equal to the height of an or-
dinarytable. The purposeofsoplacingthese
blocks i1s to enable them to support a triangu-
lar table N, the corners of which enter the
space between the pieces ¢’ and engage these
blocks. The other blocks b’ b? of the series

- may be used in the same manner to support

shelves, as P, or lines may be passed from

The stand-

block to block and supports thus formed, on
which clothesand other articles may be hung.

I have shown herein two cots supported
from the hooks . Itis obvious, however,
that a greater number of cots might be sup-
ported therefrom. Ifor instance, two cots
might be supported side by side, so as to form
sleeping accommodations for four people,
without inecreasing the height of the stand-
ards. The cots can be readily removed in
the daytime, and they can also be used as
stretchers, if desired.

It will thus be seen that I have produced an
exceedingly simple and effective frame for
tents and one in which the weight of the ad-
ditional devices used to increase the comfort
of the persons living in the tentis so distrib-
uted as to inerease the firmness and rigidity

_of the tent structure.

Modifications may be made in the structure
without departing from the invention, and
some of the features thercof are capable of
independent use. I donot, therefore, desire
to be limited to the precise details herein
shown and described.

What I claim is—

1. Inaframe fortents orsimilar str uctur es,

thecombination with a pairof carrying- Stand-
ards, each consisting of threelegs pivoted to

a common support and each suppmt being
provided with a carrying device located in
the space between the legs, of an intermedi-
ate horizontal rigid bl‘ﬂce located between
the standards, said brace serving to connect
the standards and also to prevent them from
approaching each other, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a tent, the combination with a tent fly
or roof, of a pair of carrying-standards, each
counsisting of three legs, sharpened points on
thelegs, pins passed through openings therein
into the ground, a common support to which
the legs are pivoted and an intermediate rigid
horizontal brace serving to connect the stand-
ards and prevent their approach to each other
and also to support the tent roof or fly, sub-
stantially as described.

- 3. In a tent-frame, the combination with a
pair of carrying-standards, each consisting of
three legs of truss form, a common support to
which said legs are hinged, the supports be-
ing provided with a carrying device located
in the space between the legs and an interme-
diate horizontal rigid brace located between
the standards serving to eonnect them and
prevent their approach to each other, and a
tent-roof supported by the brace, substan-
tially as desceribed.

4, Inaframefor tentsorsimilarstructures,
the combination of a pair of carrying-stand-
ards, each consisting of three legs of truss
form, each of the legs being provided with
sharpened points or bearings having open-
ings for pins, a common support to which said
legs are pivoted, and an intermediate hori-
zontal rigid brace located between the stand-

| ards and serving to connect them and prevent
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} tween the standards and serving to connect |.
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their approach to each other substantially as | pGISODS upon them wﬂl act in a vertical line

described.

5. Inaframefor tentsor similar str uetures,
the combination of a pair of carrying-stand-
ards, each consisting of three legs and a com-
mon support to Whleh the 1eﬂ's are pivoted,
sald support having an upwa,rdly-extendmg

part, a rigid brace connectmﬂ‘ the standards
and serving to support the tent roof, and.

means sustained by the upw&rdly—extendmn‘
parts for supporting a second 1oof substan-
tially as described.

6. Inaframefortentsor similar structur es,
the combination of a pair of ca1ry1UW—§tand-
ards, each consisting of three legs of truss
form, a hollow common support to which said
legs are pivoted, the upper ends of which
form sockets, uprights supported in said sock-

ets, a bar conneetmﬂ* the said uprights, and

an mtermedmte I'lﬂ‘ld bracebetween the stand-
ards, the said bar and sald brace each serving

to support a tent roof or fly whereby an 11’.11161-'
mediate dead-air space is formed, substan-

tially as desecribed. |
7. Inaframefortentsor similar struetures

the combination of three legs of truss form |

a common support to which sald legs are pw-
oted, an intermediate rigid brace loeated be-

them and prevent their approachto each

~other, and sustaining devices such as hooks

connected to the supports, said sustaining de-
vices serving to support cots or hammocks,

.substanmally as described.

S. Inaframefortentsor sunlla,l structures,
the combination of a pair of carrying-stand-
ards, each consisting of three len*s a common
hollow support to which the lefrs are pivoted,
hooks connected to the outsme of said hollow
support, a rigid intermediate bar connected
with the hooks and hooks conneeted with the

“inside of said support whereby weight placed

upon the inside hooks will act downwardly
in a vertical line and tend to increase the ri-
gidity of the structure, substantml]y as de-
seribed.

9. Inaframe fortentsorsimilarstructures,
the combination of a pair of standards, each
consisting of three legs, a common hollow
support to which the letrs are pivoted, sus-

taining devices conneeted to _the interior of

said supp'ort an intermediate rigid brace con-
necting the standards and serving to prevent
their a,pploach to each other, in combma,tlon
with cots swung from the sald sustaining de-
vices wher eby the weight of the cots and the

downward and serve to increase the rigidity
of the structure, substantially as described.

10. In a frame for tents or other similar
struetures the combination of a pair of carry-

ing-standards, each consisting of three legs,

a common hollow support to which the legs

are connected, hooks connected to the mtea |

rior of said support, cots swung from the said

hooks, an intermediate rigid cross-bar con-

necting the standards, uprights socketed in
the standards, a bar connecting the uprights,

and tent-flies passed over the bar and the in-
| termediate brace, substantially as desecribed.

11. A standard for tent-frames consisting
of a hollow support, legs of truss form pwoted
to sald support, and a supporting device con-

nected to the interior of said support ab its
-

lower end, substantially as described.

12. In a standard for tents and similar
structures, the combination with a suitable
support, of three legs pivoted thereto, each
leg consisting of two side pieces and interme-
diate bloeks, in combination with a triangu-
lar table, the angles of which enter the spaces
between the suie pieces and engage and are
supported on the blocks, substantmlly as de-
scribed.

13. In a standard f01 tents and mmilar
structures, the combination with a support,
of three legs pivoted thereto, each leg con-
sisting of a pair of side pieces and a series of
mtermedlate blocks, in combination with a
triangular table, the angles of which enter
the space between the strlps and are support-
ed upon certain of the blocks, the other blocks
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of the series serving to support shelves, sub- .

stantially as descrlbed |

14. In a frame for tents or similar strue-
tures, the combination of a pair of standards,
each standard consisting of three legs pivoted

-to a hollow support, table-snpports carried by
| the legs, a

table carried by the supports, a
rigid brace connecting the standards,up rlghts

_ca,rrled by the supports of the standa,rds,

cross-bar connecting the supports, and two
tent-flies,one passing over the connecting-bar
and the other passing over the brace, sub-
stantially as desecribed. |

In testlmony whereof 1 have hereunto set
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my hand in the presence of two subsecribing

mtnesses

| GEORGE W. OWENS._‘ |

Witnesses: |
JAMES Q. RICE
T. F. KEHOE.
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