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To all whonv it May concern:

Be it known that I, WILHELM REINHARD, &

subject of the King of Prussia, Emperor of

Germany, residing at Berlin, in the Kingdom-

of Prussia, German Empire, have invented
certain new and usefulImprovements in T wo-
Part Escutcheons or Shields for Keyholes,
(for which I have applied for patents in Eng-
land, dated June 14, 1898, No. 13,237; Ger-
many, dated December 22, 1897, and Krance
dated June 3, 1898, No. 266,341,) of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to animprovement in .

keyhole-guards, and has for its object to pro-
vide a substitute for the solid escutcheons or
cuards at present In use SO constructed that
a simple pressure of the key will suffice to
open it, thus obviating the necessity ot using
more than one hand. L
In the accompanying drawings are shown
by way of illustration three constructions em-
bodying this invention, of which— |
Figure 1 is a front view of one form of es-
cutcheon closed, and Fig. 2 is a simllar view
of the same on its open position. Fig. 3 shows

a second form closed, and TFig. 4 the third

form open. |

a and b are the two halves of the shield,
pivoted, respectively, at ¢ and d. |

e is a concave depression formed in the
front of the shield a b. - | |

When the key is thrust into the cavity e,
the two halves of the shield will part from
oach other and leave free way for the key to
pass into the lock. Theoneof the two halves
may be provided at the back, near the fou nda-
tion-plate %, with a projecting or engaging
tongue f, which takes into a corresponding
groove ¢ on the other half of the shield, thus
inclosing the projecting part f when the two
halves a and b are closed and rendering it im-
possible to see through the keyhole.

The two halves of the shield may also, as
shown in Fig. 3, be mounted upon a common
pivot £. |

“To automatically return the two halves of

the shield to their closed position when thisis
not effected by their own weight, there may
be provided a spring or springs upon the com-
mon pivot k& or upon both pivots ¢ and d in
any convenient position, said springs serv-
ing when the key is withdrawn from the lock

to draw the plates together.

In a further modification, Fig. 4, of this es-
cutcheon the two halves when the key 1s
thrust into the lock move outward horizon-
tally on parallel guidesand m, and by a suit-
able spring device n, after the key has been

.withdrawn, are drawn together again. The

two edges of the halves a and b therefore re-
main parallel to each other. -
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. A keyhole-guard, formed in two parts
adapted to separate centrally and to move
laterally to uncover a keyhole, said parts
having each a central sloping surface forming
when closed, a key-guiding concavity adapted
to receive the key end and thereby to sepa-
rate the parts.

9. A keyhole-guard formed in two parts
adapted to separate centrally and to move
laterally to uncover the keyhole, said parts
having each a central sloping surface forming
when closed, a key-guiding concavity adapted
to receive the key end and thereby to sepa-
rate the parts, and a spring adapted to-draw
the parts together. -

3.” A keyhole-guard formed in two parts
hinged at one end and normally covering the
keyhole, said parts having central cam or
sloping surfaces adapted to be engaged by the
key and to swing the parts sidewise to un-
cover the keyhole. - o

In testimony whereof I have hereunto seb
my hand in the presence of two witnesses.

WILHELM REINHARD.

Witnesses: .

HENRY HASPER,
C. H. DAY.
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