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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NIELS JORGEN RASMUS-
SEN, of Neola, in the county of Stafford and
State of Kansas, have invented anew and Im-
proved Wire-Tightener, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
wire-tightener especially adapted for use in
connection with wire fences and to so con-
struct the device that it may be readily ap-
plied, easily handled, and so manipulated that
any slack in a wire due to any cause may be
expeditiously, e
taken up without injury to the wire or re-
moving the wire from the posts and without
disturbing the true line of the fence.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,

and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this speci cdtlon
in which similar chal aclers of reference 1nd1-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section through
the device, taken practically on the line11 of
Ifig. 2, the device being shown in position to
talke up the slack of the wire.
view of the device as it appearsin Iig.1; and
IFig. 3 1s a side elevation of a portion of the
device, illustrating the position of the parts
when the device is to be applied to the wire.

The body of the device consists of a loop-

- head 10 and a handle 11, secured to the said
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head, that portion 12 of the handle adjacent
to the loop-head being bifurcated, and the
space at the bifurea,ted portion of the handle
isin communication with the space within the
loop. The construction of the body is com-
pleted byformingrearwardly-extending claws
13 at the sides of the loop-head, preferably be-
tween its center and outer end, the claws be-
ing in transverse alinement. A lever 14 is
fulerumed, by means of a suitable pin 15, in
the bifurcated portion of the handle, the le-
ver terminating at its lower end in a fork 16.
An arm 17is pivoted in the fork of said lever,
and saidarm isattached toaplunger 13, which
plungerisin theform of a yoke, being adapted
to slide on the loop-head 10 of the body of the
device, and a channeled cross-bar 18" is se-

effectively, and permanently :

Fig.2isaplan

1

‘as shown in Ifig. 1.

cross-bar facing the outer end of the loop-
head. ™This eross-bar is partially within the

loop-head, but extends downward sufficiently

to be brouﬂ'ht in alinement with the claws 19,
The lever can be locked
close to the handle of the body by means of &
lateh 19, that is usually pivoted. to the body
and is arranged to slide over the lever, as 18
also shown in Fig. 1.

! the concaved or channeled surface of the said
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In connection mth the device a block 20 is -

employed, and said block is preferably of cy-
lindrical form and may be of any desir ed di-
mensions.

In the operation of the dev1ee wherever a
line-wire 21 of a fence is slack said line-wire
is taken up by the claws 13, the lever 14 be-
ing carried to a vertical or nearly vertical
position, and when the lever is in this posi-
tion the plunger 18 will be at the inner end
of the loop-head of the body. The block 20
is now passed into the loop-head of the body
to an engagement with the wire at the point
where the slack' is to be taken up, and the
lever is then carried downward to the handle

| of the body and locked by the latch 19 in

such position. When the lever is thus car-
ried downward, the channeled bar 18* of the
plunger is brmw*ht in engagement with the
block 20, and when the lever has reached its
lowest p031t1011 (shown in Fig. 1) the line-
wire will have been bent _a,round the block in
such manner as not to impair the value of
the wire in the least, and, next, a tie-wire 18
passed through the channeled portlon of the
bar carried by the plaunger, and the ends of

the tie-wire are coiled or wrapped around the
line-wire at each side of the block 20, any

suitable or approved. instrument being em-
ployed for the purpose. The device may now
be removed from the wire, and the slack will
have been taken up without disturbing the
alinement of the fence. The blocks 20 are
not unsightly nor are they in the way, since
they need not be very large.

Having thus descllbed my mventlon I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— B

1. A wire-tightener, consisting of a body
comprising a handle and a loop-head, a lever
pivoted in the said body, being a,da,pted to

cured at the bottom portion of said plunger, | extend within the loop-head a plunﬂ'er Piv-
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otally connected with said lever, and means | wardly- ettendmﬂ' claws pro,]eeted from the

for securing the loop-head to the wire to be | |

whtened as deseribed.

A wire-tightener, conmst‘,mﬂ' of a loop-

head a handle attached to said loop-hea,d
lever pivoted-at the handle, one end of the

lever extending within the loop-head, a plun- |

ger pivotally connected with said 1ever said

plunn'er: being provided with a channeled
1o Jower surface facmﬂ' the outer end of the loop-

head, and claws proj ected from the loop-head

In front of _t.he, said plunger, for the purpose:

set forth.
3. In a wire-tightener,

the combination, |
with a body comprising a loop-head, a handle
. having a portion thereof bifurcated, and rear-

sides of the loop-hea,d of a lever pivoted in

the bifurcated portion of the handle, the
lower end of the lever extending within the
loop-head, a plunger held to slide upon the

loop-head to and from the claws, the plunger

being provided with a channeled lower sur-
face f&cmﬂ* the said claws, an arm pivotally
attached to the lower end of the lever; being
rigidly secured fo the plunger, and a la,tch

| adapted to hold the lever close to the handle
of the body, for the purpose specified.
NIELS JORGEN RASMUSSEN.
Witnesses: -
GEORGE M. NELSON,
NES. L. BAAR.
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