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rack in its horizontal position.
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projected.
11 of a body or supporting-plate C are jour-
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To all whom it may concern: . =
‘Be it known that I, JOEN F. KO0OB, of the
township of Union, in the county of Hudson
and State of New Jersey, have invented a
new and Improved Clothes-Rack, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription. | S
~ The object of the invention isto construct
a clothes-rack of that type which when not

in use will occupy a vertical position and

which when in use will occupy a horizontal
position, the construction of the rack being

such that it will be simple, durable, and eco- |

nomic, and to provide a means whereby when
the rack is in a vertical position the slats
of the rack will be quite close together, the

rack at that time occupying but little space,
‘and whereby, further, when the slats are

raised to a horizontal position they will be
automatically spread apart, so as to atford a
maximum surface for drying purposes.

A further object of the invention I8 to pro-
vide an automatic locking device for holding
the slats of the rack in a horizontal position,
which locking device may be tripped by a
person standing on the floor, no matter at
what elevation the rack may be.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forminga part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
 Figure 1 is a plan view of the improved
Fig. 2 1s an
enlarged transverse section on the line 2 2 of
Fig.1. Fig. 3 isa vertical section on the line
3 3 of Fig. 1. Tig. 4 is a front elevation of a
rack when folded or in its vertical position.
Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail sectional view of
the back or bracket plate and the locking-
arm for the body or supporting-plate of the
rack, and Fig. 6 is a front elevation of the
back or bracket plate: |
A represents a back plate or bracket, from
each side of which an arm 10 is outwardly
In these arms 10 the trunnions

naled, the back plate or bracket being adapt-

| straight continuation 16.

| the device all

[ ed for attachment to a wall B or other sup-

port. The body or supporting-plate Cis pret-
erably of semicircular form and of skeleton
construction, the front and back portion be-
ing connected by a central transverse bar 12,
and the said body or supporting-plate is fur-
ther supported by longitudinal brace-bars 15,
which extend from the sides at the back to
the central bar12, thelongitudinal brace-bars
13 being more or less diagonally placed to
meet the central bar 12 at or near a central
point, as shown in Fig. 1. |
A diagonal track 151s
plate or bracket A, as shown in Fig. 6, the
said diagonal track at its lower edge being
carried downward to form a more or less
At the central por-
tion of the back plate or bracket two teeth 17
and 18 are formed, the lower face of the up-
per tooth 17 being straight and its upper face
inclined, whereas both the upper and the
lower faces of the lower tooth 18 are inclined,
as shown in Fig. 5. At the front or circular
portion of the body or supporting-plate C a

b 19 is formed upon the upper surface of

the plate, and bosses 20 are formed upon the
diagonal brace-bars 13 at predetermined in-
tervals apart. These bosses are adapted to

| receive the pivot-pins of rails or slats 21,

adapted to carry the articles to be dried.
These slats are arranged in sets, each set com-

formed upon the back
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prising a predetermined number of bars, and

the sets are arranged at each side of the cen-

.terof the body or supporting-plate C,as shown
‘best in Fig. 1. |

‘In front of the body or supporting-plate C
the slats of each set are connected by links
22 or plates pivotally attached to the slats at
one end and provided at theopposite end with
slots 23, receiving pivot-pins proj ected down-
ward from the slats. The outer slats of each
aroup extend farther rearward beyond their
pivot-points than the other slats, and the con-
necting-bar 24 is pivoted tothe rear end of
one of these outer slats and to the outer slat
of the opposite group, the pivotal connection

with this latter slat being made in front of
the pivot-point for the slat, as 18 also shown
in Fig. 1, so that when the outer slat of one
carried in direction of one side of
of the slats will be spread apart,-
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- the distance between the slats being regulated |
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by the length of the links22. Thespreading
of the slats is usually brought about by an
angle-lever 25, the longer member whereof is
adapted to engage with the inclined track 15
on the back plate or bracket, and the shorter
member of said angle-lever is pivotally con-
nected by a link 26 with the rear end portion
of the outermost slat, with which the con-

necting-bar 24 is connected at a pointin front )

of the pivot of said slat, as shown in Fig. 1.

An arched bar 27 is secured to the under
face of the body or supporting-bar, the said
arched bar being carried rearward and up-

ward, and upon the free end of this arched |

bar 27 a pawl 28 is pivoted, weighted at one
of its ends to overbalance the head portion of
the pawl, the said pawl being adapted to en-
gage with either of the teeth 170r18. A pro-
Jection 29 is formed upon the arched bar 27
near the pivot of the pawl 28, the extension
being carried rearward, and one end of a cord
or a chain 30is secured to this extension, the
cord being adapted to pass through a guide

82, secured tothe bracket or back plate A at

& point below the teeth 17and 18. The guide
18 8o formed that its upper portion is horizon-
tal, or that portion which is attached to the
back plate, while the forward portion or sec-
tton of the guide is given a downward and a

- forward inclination, as is particularly shown
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In Figs. 3 and 5. A stop 33 is secured upon
the rope or chain 30, which limits the down-
ward movement of said rope or chain..

In operation, supposing the slats to be in a

vertical position, as shown in Fig. 4, and it |

1s desired to use the rack, the rope or chain,
which at this time will be at the forward end
of the guide 32, is drawn downward and at
the same time carried rearward, whereupon

the arched bar or arm 27, which at this time

will be in the upper position, (shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 3,) will be carried downward or
brought to the horizontal position, (shown in
positive lines in Fig. 3,) the pawl engaging
with the under face of the upper tooth 17.
As the arched bar is brought downward to a
horizontal position and the slats are carried

~also to the horizontal position the longer
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member of the lever 25 will travel down the
inclined surface of the track 15and will cause

the slats to spread apart, assuming the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1. When it is desired to
drop the slats, bringing them to the vertical
position, {shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3 and

In full lines in Fig. 4,) the rope or cord 30,

which 18 preferably provided at its lower end
with a knob 31, is drawn downward and car-

ried outward to the oufer orlower end of the

guide 32, drawing the arm 27 downward until
the pawl passes the tooth 18.  When the rope
18 released, the pawl 28 upon striking the
lower tooth 18 will be so turned that its
weighted end will be carried upward to the
position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 5, and

the pawl will readily pass by the teeth 17

and 18, enabling the slats and their support-

ing-frame to assume the vertical position.

(Shown in Fig. 4.) | S
Having thus described my invention, T

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

- Patent—

1. A clothes-rack consisting of a pivoted

supporting-plate, slats pivoted upon the sup-
-porting-plate and arranged in pivotally-con-

nected sets, a lever connected with the sets of
the slats, and a guide-track for the lever

‘whereby the slats are automatically spread

when they are brought to a horizontal posi-

. tion, snbstantially as set forth.

2. In a clothes-rack, the combination, with
a back plate, a supporting - plate pivoted

‘thereto, and slats pivoted on the supporting:
+ plate, of a link connection between the slats;

and a connecting-bar uniting the outermost
slats, a leverattached to one of the outermost;
slats, and an inclined track upon which the
sald lever travels when the slats are brought
to a horizontal position, as specified.

3. In aclothes-rack, the combination, with
a back plate having an inclined track, a sup-
porting-plate carried by the back plate, slats
pivoted upon the supporting-plate and ar-
ranged in sets, and link connections between
the slats of each set, of a bar pivotally con-
necting the outermost slats of the sets, a le-

-ver fulecrumed upon the supporting-bar and

connected with one of the outermost slats, the
lever being adapted to travel on the inclined
track, and means forraising the supporting-
plate to a herizontal position and locking the
plate in such position, as described. |
4. In a clothes-rack, the combination, with
a back plate, asupporting-plate pivotally con-
nected with the back plate, an inclined track
formed upon the back plate, slats pivoted
upon the supporting-plate,the outermostslats
extending farther rearward than the inter-
mediate slats and said slats being arranged
in groups, and link connections between the
slats of a group, of a bar pivoted to.one of the

outermost slats at the rear of its pivot and

connected with the opposing outermost slat
in advance of the pivot of such slat, a lever
connected with one of the outermost slats,
adapted when the slats are brought to the
horizontal position to travel along the in-
clined track and spreadsaid slats, an arm car-
ried rearward from the supporting-plate, a
pawl carried by the said arm, teeth located
onthe back plateand adapted forengagement
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with the said pawl, and means for bringing

the pawl into or out of engagement with the
teeth of the back plate, substantially as de-
scribed. | ~

5. Ina clothes-rack, the combination, with
a back plate provided with an inclined track,
a supporting-plate pivoted to the back plate,
slats arranged in groups, pivoted on the sup-
porting-plate, the outermost slats extending
beyond the intermediate ones, links connect-

pivoted to one of the outermost slats at

1 the rear of its pivot and tothe opposite outer-
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ing the slats of each group, and a connecting-
‘bar
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most slat in advance of its pivot, of an angle- | the back plate, and a tope or chain attached
lever pivoted on the supporting-plate, a link | to the said arm and extending through the 10
connection between the angle-lever and one | said guide, for the purpose set forth. |

of the outermost slats, an arched arm extend- . |

ing rearwardly from the supporting-plate, a JOHN F. KOOB.
oravity-pawl carried by the said arm, teeth Witnesses:

carried by the back plate, adapted to be en- J. FRED. ACKER, |
gaged by the said pawl, a guide attached to | EVERARD BOLTON MARSHALL.
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