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1o all whom it may concern.:

Beitknownthatwe, CHARLES EDWARD Mc-
LAUGHLIN and ELMER IIOWARD WILLIAMS,
of Kanawha City, in the county of Kanawha
and State of West Virginia, have invented a,
new and Improved Combination Article for
Household Use, of which the following isa full,
clear, and exact description.
cle comprising a step-ladder, ironing-board,
and a clothes-rack; and the object is to pro-
vide an article of this description of simple
construction and so arranged that the several
elements may be compactly folded together
when not in use and easily and quickly
arranged 1n proper position when required
for use. | |

We will describe a combination article for

- household use embodying our invention and

20

then point out the novel
pended claims.

~ Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,

features in the ap-

-in which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in both views.
Ifigure 11is a side elevation and partial sec-

- tion of the device, showing in full lines the
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ironing-board and clothes-rack in their fold-
ed connection with the step-ladder; and Fig.
2 18 a rear elevation thereof.

The step-ladder comprises the step-rails 1,
in which the steps 2 are arranged, and the
rear legs 3, pivoted at their upper ends. Two
straps 4 extend rearward from the upper end
of the step-rails 1 and underneath the top
board 5. It will be seen that the straps 4 are
of sufficient length to provide a considerable
space between the step-rails 1 and the back
legs 3, so that when the back legs are folded
toward the step-rails a space is provided for
containing the ironing-board 6. At one end
(here shown as the smaller end) the ironing-
board 6 is provided with a loop or staple 7,
adapted to be engaged with a hook 8, secured
to the under side of the top board 5. Near

- 1t8 lower end the ironing-board 6 is provided
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with an opening 9, through which a spring-
catch 10, extended from the bottom step of
the step-ladder, is designed to pass. The
hook portion of this ecateh 10is curved down-
ward and rearward on its top to form a curved

| surface, which when engaged by the upper

wall of the opening 9 will depress the cateh,
allowing it to passthrough the opening to en-
gage against the rear side of the board, as
plainly indicated in Fig. 1. |

Extended between the legs 3 is a support-
ing-board 11, having -an opening 12, designed
toreceive the rounded larger end of the press-
board:. This opening 12 is somewhat shorter
than the width of the board at its larger end,
S0 as to prevent the board from sliding en-
tirely through said opening. |

When it is desired to use theironing-board,
it 18 to be removed from its folded position
within the step-ladder and placed in the po-
sition indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1—
that is, the end of the board will engage in
the opening 12 and the board will rest upon
the upper side of one of the steps of the lad-
der and a.cleat 13 on the lower side of the
board by engaging with the rear edge of the
step will hold the step-rails and legs from
folding toward each other. Of course theend
of the board projected forward from the step-
ladder is the portion upon which the ironing
18 to be done, and as the end is entirely free
a garment may be slipped over the same when
desired. Thisextended end of the board will
have a slight spring or yield under pressure,
so that it makes it some easier for the person
ironing. On the top of the board may be
placed and secured a plate or disk 14, of as-
bestos or the like, upon which a hot iron may
be placed when not in use.

T'he clothes-rack consists of arms 15, hav-
ing swinging connection with the legs 3 and

also adapted for longitudinal movement

thereof. As here shown, each arm is pro-

vided with a slot 16, through which a pin 17

extends into the leg, and on the lower por-
tion of the leg is a loop 18, designed to receive
the end of the arm when said arm is in its
folded position, and when in this position it
will be noted that the upper end wall of the
slot 16 engages with the screw or pin 17.

When the arm is desired for use for hanging
clothing or other articles, it is to be moved up-
ward to disengage its end from the loop 18.
Lhen it is to be moved to a horizontal posi-
tion, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1,
| and a portion of its shorter end is to be passed
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into a loop or.staple 19 on the outer side of |

the step-rail 1. Of course articles may be
hung on the rearwardly-extended portions of
the arms and also on the portions of the arms
between the step-rails and the legs 3.
‘Obviously when the 1r0n1n<r-b0drd and the
clothes-rack are in their folded positions the
step-ladder may be employed for its usual
functions, and it will be noted that when the
board is in its folded position it will nearly

~engage with the rear edges of the step-ladder
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steps, SO that 1t will be prevented from mov-
ing off of the hook 8 while moving the step-
la,dder from place to place.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

.Pa,tent—

1. A household article, comprising a step-
ladder, an ironing- board means for remov-
ably eenneetmﬂ‘ one end of the ironing-board
to the upper portion of the step-ladder, and
a spring-latch extended rearward from one of
the steps-of the ladder and adapted to pass
through an opening in the board and engage
against the rear side of the board, the san.d

lateh being curved downward and 1ea,rward

on its upper side, substantially as specified.

2. A household article, comprising a step-
ladder, straps extended rearward from the
upper ends of the step-rails of the ladder,
legs having swinging connection with said
stmps a hook seeured to the under side of
-~ the top board of the ladder between the step-
rails and the legs, an ironing-board, a loop on

one end of said board to engage with said
hook, a spring-latch at the lower portion of

the 1&(1(161 for engaging with the board, and

a board ettended between the legs and hav-
ing an opening to receive the end "of the iron-
mn*-beard substantially as specified.

3 A household article, comprising a step-
ladder having swinging legs, an ironing-
board,means for removably engaging theiron-
in O‘-board with the top board of the ladder, a
spring-catch on the lower step of the ladder
for passing through an opening in the board
and engaging with the rear side of the board;
a keeper—boald extended between the swing-
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ing legs and having an opening to receive an

end of the ironin ﬂ*—board a cleat on the lower
side of said ironing‘-board to engage with the

Lo

rear edge of one of the step-ladder steps, and -

a plate of asbestos secured to the uonmﬂ'-
board, substantially as speelﬁed U

4 A household article, comprising a step-
Jadder having swinging legs, a clothes-rack
comprising an arm having a longitudinal slot
through which a pin passes into one of the
legs, a loop on the leg for receiving the end
of the arm, and a loop on the step- rall 1o re-
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ceive one end of said arm, substantlally as

Spemﬁed

CHARLES EDWARD McLAUGHLIN.
ELMER HOWARD WILLIAMS.

Witnesses:
J. Q. BARKER
M. D. BARKER
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