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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, FREDERICK C.SMALSTIG,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Alle-
gheny, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, haveinvented new and use-
ful Improvements in Can-Openers, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
can-openers; and the object thercof is to pro-
vide an iImplement of simple construction
which may be adjusted by one hand to cans
of varied sizes.

Theinvention consists in the novel features
of construection and in the combination of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed
and 1illustrated by the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of the cutter in op-
erative position on a can. Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal section. FKig. 8 is a cross-section.
IFig. 4 is a detail view of the sliding blade.

Projecting from handle 2 is the elongated
flat-head member 3, formed with longitudinal
recess 4. T'he length of the head and recess
may be varied to meet the requirements of
implements of various sizes. On head 2 is
boss 5, in which is sccured the steel hook-
point 6, which in operation punctures the can-
top center and turns at that point, asis usual
in this type of openers.

dlidable on the under side of head 2 is plate
7, formed with the upwardly -turned front
and rear extremities 8 and 9, respectively,
and these upturned cnds are slitted at the
sides 80 as to move longitudinally in recess 4
and overlap the top surface of head 5, thus
holding the plate loosely in position on the
head. The rear end of the recess 4 is enlarged
transversely at 10 to pass said upturned plate
ends when assembling the parts, and the rear
projection 9 is then given a backward incli-
nation for the double purpose of locking the
slide 1n the head and forming a convenient
finger-hold.

I

Stamped from plate 7 is the depending V-
shaped piece 11, sharpened on its edges to
form a knife adapted for cutting in either di-
rection.. .

In operation the opener is taken in either
hand and after inserting point 6 in the can-
top center 1n usual manner the sliding knife-
carrier is adjusted by the forefinger either
backward or forward, according to the size of
opening to be cut. The handle and head are
then pressed down, forcing knife 11 into the
can-top. Thefrictional contact between head
2 and plate 7 is sufficient to hold the latter
and the knife fixed, so that a true circle or
part thereof is cut.

Ilaving thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An improved can-opener comprising a
head formed with an elongated recess and at
1ts end provided with a projecting barb, a
plate at the under side of the head, the ends
of the plate being upwardly turned to extend
through the head-recess and notched to em-
brace opposite walls of the head-recess, thus
interlocking the plate and head, and a knife
depending from the plate, substantially as
shown and described. |

2. An improved can-opener comprising a
head formed with an elongated recess trans-
versely enlarged at one end, a barb projecting
from one end of the head, a plate on the un-
der side of the head having the upturned and
notched extremities which extend through
the head-recess and embrace the opposite
walls thereof, and a knife depending from the
plate, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

TREDERICK C. SMALSTIG.

Witnesses:

J. M. NESBIT,
C. C. DEAN.
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