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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW J. KEARNS, of
Milwaunkee, in the county of Milwaukee and
~tate of Wisconsin, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Cases, of which the

following is a description,reference beinghad
to the accompanying drawings, which are a
part of this specification.

My invention has relation to improvements
In cases. o

-The primary object of the invention is to
provide a case having improved forms of ad-
justable partitions whereby the space be-
tween any two of said partitions may be in-
creased or diminished to suit requirements.

A further object had in view is to provide
improved means for readily removing the
partitions or for ingerting additional parti-
tions when required.

With the above primary :«,md other ineci-
dent&l objects in view the invention consists
of the devices and parts or their equivalents,
as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a portion of a case em-
bodying my invention, said case being broken
away through its center vertically. Fig. 218
a transverse section of FKig. 1.
under view of a portion of the top of the case
at one corner thereof. FIig. 4 1s a detail per-
spective view of one of the partitions of the
upper line of partitions, Figs. 1 and 2. Fig.
5 is an upper view of one of the partitions of
the lower line of partitions, Figs. 1 and 2; and
Fig. 6 is a front edge view of a partition,
showing a modified form of slide.

In the drawings the numeral 12 indicates |

the case, which is shown of rectangular shape
and comprises top, bottom, side, and back
pleces, the front, however, being open. If
pretferred, the back piece may bealso omitted
and the rear portion of the case arranged
against a wall or vertical partition, or the
open space at the back may be covered by
- Arranged horizontally within
the case and at desired distances apart ver-
tically’are shelves 13, the case-bottom form-
Iing the lower shelf of the series. The upper
side of each shelf is formed or provided with
one or more longitudinal grooves 14, which
may be angular in cross- sectmn as shown in
the drawings, or eurvilinear in c1oss-3ect10n,

withasimilarundercutrabbet 18,
- bets are adapted, when the partitions are in-

Fig. 318 an

as preferred. The partitions throughout the
drawings are indicated by the numeral 15.
The 10we1 edge of each of these partitions is

provided with a depending lug or lugs 16, fit-
Theup—_

ting loosely the grooveor grooves 14.
per edge of eaeh pa.rtition, at the front and
rear of said edge,is provided with a slide. The
front and rearslides for the upperline of par-
titions in the form of construction shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 are designated by the numerals
1717, respectively. These slides arefixed to
the upper edge of each partition and extend
therefrom laterallyin one direction. Thein-

‘ner edge of slide 17 is formed with an under-

cut rabbet 18 and the inner edge of slide 17’
"T'heserab-

serted in place,toengagesimilar rabbets 1919,
forming guideways on the under side of the
top of thecase and set back a proper distance
from the extreme edges of the top. These
rabbets 19 19" may be formed on a separate
plate 20, as shown in the drawings, or the top
may be of the required thickness to permit
said rabbets to be cut directly out of said top.

This plate or thickened portion of the top ter-
minates short of one end of the case, and an-

other strip 21 1s secured to or formed on the
under side of the top piece, at the end thereof,
and extends transversely thereof, thereby
leaving a recess 22 between the edge of the
plate or thickened portion 20 and the opposed
edge of said strip 21. Pivoted to the under

side of the top, just in front of the front end

of strip 21, is a short strip .23, which is.nor-
mally turned to the position shown in Fig. 1,
thereby narrowing the width of the recess 22
at the front end of said recess. The upper
side of the upper shelf at this end of the case
is also formed with a groove 24.

In the practical apph_eatmn of the-fo_rm-

shown in the upper portion of the case illus-
trated in Figs. 1 and 2 whenever it becomes
necessary to enlarge any particular space all

that is required is to slide one of the parti-
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tions a greater distance laterally from the ad-

jacent partition, it being understood that the

rabbets of the slides fit loosely to the rabbets
formed on the under side of the top piece.

Whenever it is desired to remove one of the
partitions, the end partition at the left-hand

100

end of Fig. 1 is slid along until it disengages
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- from the rabbets of the top plece and passes

~ iInto the recess 22.
ever, it is necessary to turn the pivoted strip

Before this is done, how-"

to the dotted-line position, Fig. 3, as other-
wise the partition would abut against said

strip and be prevented from disengaging with

the rabbets of the top piece. This pwoted

~strip 23, therefqre, when in its full-line posi-
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| 1ntersects the 101:10‘113116111:1%1 orooves 14

tion prevents the partition {rom being re-
moved. When the partition is thus moved
to its full extent after the pivoted strip has
been turned to its dotted-line position, the
lugs 16 enter the transverse groove 24, which
The
partition can now “be readily drawn out. In
inserting a partition in place the pivoted strip
23 is left at the dotted-line position and the
partition pushed inwardly, the upper edge
fitting the recess 22 and the Iugs 16 on the
lower edge of the pattition passing into the
ecroove 24. When the partition is slid in-
wardly to its full extent, the lugs are in line
with the longitudinal grooves 14 so that the
partition can then be Shd toward the right
and the registering rabbets again brought

nto enﬂ'&ﬂ'ement
In the form of construction for the lower
‘line of partitions, Figs. 1 and 2, the under

side of the shelf is shown as formed or pro-
vided with rabbets forming guideways for
the slides, said rabbets being indicated by
the numerals 25 25 respectwely and being
formed either on stmps secured to the undel

“sideof the shelf oron integral depending por-

35

tions from the under side of said shelf. The

~ front rabbet 25 is so disposed as to face to-

40

~upper front rabbet 19.
‘however, instead of facing toward the re&r,

ward the front of the case, the same as the
The rear rabbet 25,

as. in the case of the upper rear rabbet 19,
faces in the same direction as the rabbet 29,
or toward the front of the case.

~ tions are also formed or provided at their up-

45

per edges and at the front and rear of said
edges Wlth laterally-extending slides, (desig-
nated respectively, by the numerals 26 26", )

| These slides are also formed with rabbets 27

50

27", which, however mstead of facingtoward

.ea,ch other as in the case of the mbbets 18

18', both fﬂ,ce to the rear, so that they may
emste.r and engage with the rabbets 25 25’
when the partltmns are adjusted to place.

~ In this form of construction each partition

60

carries a locking device.
dation of this lockmﬂ' device the upper edge
of each partition is eut out, as indicated at
28. Pivoted in the cut-out pOI‘tIOIl of each
partition is a bell-erank lever 29, and to one
arm of the bell-crank lever is secured a wire
catech 30. “ The bell-crank lever is normally
adjusted to the position shown in Fig. 2 and

“also shown in full lines in Fig. 5, the wire

catch being turned down ad]acent to the side
of the par tition to prevent the bell-crank le-
ver from accidentally turning on its pivot.
In this adjustment of said bell-erank lever

The pdrtl-'

¥

I‘or the accommo- |

‘ther abbets of the shelf.

1t.

tier of paltltlons, Figs. 1 and 2.
shown in this form, Flﬂ‘ 6, is designated by

-thoun‘h not necessarily, as a mail-case.
| such cases the partitionsare ordinarily fixed,

‘and consequently the pigeonholes or spaces
formed by the partitions cannot be varied in
8ize.

626,430

proximity to the rear edge of the strip or pro-
jection on which the rabbet 25 is formed, and
consequently1t is impossible to withdr aw any
one of the partitions; but yet each partition
is free to be adjusted longitudinally of the
case. When, however, it is desired to with-
draw a par tltlon the wire catch 30 is turned
up, and this permlts the bell-crank lever to
be swung around to the dotted-line position
shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings. 'This af-
fords a sufficient space to allow the partition
to be pulled outwardly the required distance
to disengage the rabbets of the slides from
This disengagement
being effected, all that remains to be done 1S
to cant the partition slightly and withdraw
In inserting a partlmon all that is neces-
sary 1s to leave the bell-crank lever at the
dotted-line adjustment. Then tilt the parti-

tion and slide it inwardly until the lugs on-

the lower edge of the partition engage the
longitudinal grooves 14. 'T'he pmtltlon can
then be turned up to an upright position and
the rabbets made to engage. The bell-crank
lever is then swung a,round toits loeking po-
sition (shown in FlU‘S 2 and 5) and the catch
30 turned downwaldly, so as to hold said le-
ver in its locking position.

Besides providing as above for the re-

‘moval or insertion of a slide and its parti-

tion the case may be provided with the re-
cess 22 and the pivoted strip 23, and the slide
and its partition can then be also removed
bysliding the partition lengthwise of the case
into the recess 22 after ﬁrst turning the piv-

oted strip to the dotted-line posmon or a
‘slide and i1ts partition may be inserted into

the case by pushing the partition into the re-
cess 22 when the pivoted strip is turned to
the dotted-line position.

. In FKig. 6 is shown the front edge of a par-—
tition havmﬂ* aslightly-modified fmm of slide

from that shown for & partition of the upper
The slide

the numeral 31, and instead of extendmg

from the pa,rtltlon laterally only in one direc-
tion, as in the case of the slide 17 or 17/, it

extends laterally in opposite directions. Tn
all other respects it is similar to the slide 17
or 17’ or 26 or 26’ and is adapted to operate in

| a similar manner and in congunetlon with a

similar construction of case.
From the above descmpmon it 18 thoun'ht

‘that the operation, construetion, and advan-
tages of my invention will be 1ead11y under-
: StOOd

The mventlon is particularly adapted, al-
In

In view of the fact that these pigeon-
holes or spaces are usually designated alpha-

‘betically and the addressed letters placed 1n

~the parmeular spaces or pigeonholes having

one arm thereof bears against or is in close | an alphabetical deswnatlon similar to the ini-
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tial letter of the last name of the addressed |

person or firm it is obvious that some of the
pigeonholes are filled much sooner than oth-

-ers, as many names under a particular letter

designation occur much more frequently than
others. By myimproved arrangement., how-
ever, whenever the space between any two
partitions becomes filled either of said par-
titions may be readily adjusted, so as to en-
large the spaces and thereby accommodate
an augmented number of letters. It is also

obvious that the partitions may be readily

removed when desired and also additional
partitions inserted in place, as hereinbefore
fully described.

T'he case, partitions, slides, and other parts
may be made of any desirable material, al-
though metal is preferred, as it is not so lia-
ble to be affected by the temperature, as in
case of wood. |

What I claim as my invention is—- -

1. The combination of a case having hori-
zontal elements, one or more of said horizon-
tal elements provided with guideways, and
one of said horizontal elements provided with
a transverse recess at one end of the guide-
ways, partitions provided with slides, said
slides slidingly engaging the guideways, and

a pivoted strip, adapted, when turned in one |

direction, to partly close the transverse re-
cess, in order to prevent theremoval of a slide
and 1ts partition, and, when turned in the op-
posite direction, to permit of the removal of
a slide and its partition. |

2. The combination, of a case having hori-
zontal elements, one or more of said horizon-
tal elements provided with guideways, parti-
tions provided with slides, said slides-slid-
ingly engaging the guideways, a bell-crank
lever pivoted to each partition, and adapted,
when turned in one direction, to confine a
slide between its edge and the edge of the
guideway and thereby prevent the removal
of a slide and ifs partition, and, when turned
in the opposite direction, to permit the re-
moval of the slide and its partition, and a
catch secured to the bell-crank lever, and
adapted, when said lever is.in locking posi-
tion, to be turned downsoastoengage against
the side of the partition, to prevent the turn-
ing of sald bell-crank lever. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

~ANDREW J. KEARNS.

Withesses:
A. L. MORSELL,
ANNA V. FAUST.
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