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To all whom it maly coOnceriv
Beit knownthatl, WALTER I.. SMITH, a c1t1-
zen of the United States, residing at Elmira,

in the county of Chemung and State of New

York, have invented .a new and useful Im-
provement in Golf-Clubs, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

M}T invention relates more particularly to
1111p10‘vements in those c¢lubs used in play-
ing the game of golf which serve for making
appmach or place shots when near the put
ting-green, technically known as ‘‘lofters,”
¢ mashles,” and the like. Ineclubs of thistype
asnow formed in making lofting shots the ball
after striking the ground has a tendency to
roll forward, this forward roll of the ball ot-
ten being so great as to lose fortheplayer the
position songht by him in making the shot.

The object of my invention is to provide a
club by the use of which the forward roll of
the ball after a lofting shot will be substan-
tially prevented and whereby the player in
making a drop-shot of this nature by prop-
erly manipulating the club will be enabled to
place the ball in the desired position, with the
assurance that it will remain practically in
such position after striking the ground. lat-
tain this object by pr owdmn' 13he blade of the
club with one or more lonmtudmal shoulders
running along the lower and forward edge of
the blade, as illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of a

clob embodying my improvements; Fig. 2, a

side elevation, and Fig. 3 a cross-section, of a
modified form of blade in which butf oneshoul-
der is employed.

Similar letters refer tosimilar parts in the

several views.

A represents the blade of the club, which
may be set at any proper and desirable angle
to the handle.

B and C represent two shoulders running
along the botfom and forward edge of the
blade A. In Fig. 2 a ball is represented in

broken lines in position to be struck by the
It will be seen upon reference to this

club.

fioure that the ball will be given an initial

813101{6 by the shoulder B, whlch stroke will
oive the ball a backward twul this twirling
1mpulse being accentuated in furn by the sec-
ond shoulder C, after which the ball will be
struck by the blade of the club and given the

forward impulse—that 1s to say, by striking

a ball with a blade of this nature it will be
driven forward with a backward twirl, so that
when it drops upon the ground this backward
twirl will oppose the tendency toroll forward

“and the ball will remain in practically the po-

sition into which it has dropped. In other
words, the ball is first given a stroke similar
to that in making a draw shot in billiards,
after which it is given the forward impulse
by the blade proper of the ¢lub.

I have illustrated the blade as pwwded
with two shoulders, as 1 prefer this arrange-
ment for the reason that frequently a ball
will lie up from the ground, so that if one
shoulderonly were nsed it might pass beneath
the ball without striking it. With the two
shoulders, however, if the first fails to reach

the ball the second will strike it and produce

the backward twirl. Imay, however, use but
the one shoulder I3, as shown in Fig. 3, and
also more than the two shoulders may be em-
ployed. 1 do notconfine myself to the num-
ber of these shoulders, and neither do I con-
fine myself to any particular type of blade to
be used in combination with these shoulders.

Having thus described my improvements,
what I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a frolf club, the combination with the
blade of the club of one or more shoulders
running longitudinally across the lower and
for wmd edge of the blade for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

WALTER L. SMITH.

Witnesses:
A. S. DIVEN,

C. TRACEY STAGG.
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