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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, ANTONJ. LAUER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee and
State of Wiseonsin, have invented certain
new and useful _lF[lpl ovements in Fastening

following isafull, clear, and exact descr iption
thereof.

My invention has for its object to improve
the general construction and arrangement of
pmts set forth in my United States Patent
No. 611,637, issued October 4, 1898. There-
fore it consists in the peculiarities of struec-
tural detail hereinafter specified with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings and sub-
sequently claimed.

Figure 1 of the dmwmms replesents a plan
view of a box embodyuw my improvements,
this box being partly broken away and in

“horizontal section; Fig. 2, a sectional view

indicated by line 2 2 in the preceding figure;
Fig. 3, a detail plan view, partly in horizon-
al seetwu illustrating the means for fasten-
ing the box-]id; Kig. 4, a detail front eleva-
tion of a portion of the box, partly in sec-
tion; and FKig. 5, a detail elevation of a rear
upper corner of the box, the latter view be-
Ing indicated by line 55 in the first figure.
Refeumﬂ by letter to the C]I&WIHG'S A in-
dicates each of the end walls, B the rear wall,
C the front wall, and D the shdmﬂ' lid, of a
box to which my present invention relates.
Like 1n the patent aforesaid, the end walls A
rise above the plane of the upper edges of the
rear and front walls B C and are provided

- with transverse grooves or ways 7 in their
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extended portions to receive the ends of the
lid D, the base-line of each groove or way be-
ing even with said upper edges of the rear
and front walls, so that said lid will form a
snug fit therewith when in place.

Itis customary to band box ends with str ap-
iron or wire, and such material may be ar-
ranged to clear the rear ends of the lidways
and close the frontends of same. Strap-iron
bands G are herein shown covering the front
ends of the lidways and having rear recesses
in register with said lidways to afford lid

5o clearance, the metal being stamped out and

laid back, asshownat ¢ in Figs. 1land 5. The

and clenched upon the same.

‘under side of the box-lid.
keeper-plate I is made fast to the front wall

[ 1id D being run along in the grooves or ways
n from the rear of the box toward the front
of same it will be stopped by the strap-iron

bands if the latter close the front ends of
sald grooves or ways, asis generally the case.

- Having the front ends of the grooves or lid-
Box-Lids; and I do hereby declare that the ..
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ways in the upwardly-extended end walls of

the box crossed by the banding material pre-
vents the lid D from over shootmﬂ' the line of
the front wall of said box, thus insuring of
sald lid being properly pl&eed without esl)e—-
cial care on the part of the operator.”

The lid-fastening mechanism herein showt
differs materially fmm that set forth in my
former patent, and consists in a spring-metal

latch-plate E of peculiar construction and a

preferably right-angled plate F, having one

branch thereof pr ovlded with a slotb Lhelat-—

ter plate being a keeper for the one chOI esaid.

The latch- plate E has an end portion thereof

6o
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bent to form an upturned right-angled shoul-

der ¢, the outer extremity d of said plate be-
}ond the shoulder being depressed and pref-
erably provided with an aperture ¢ for the
purpose hereinafter specified. Back of ifs
upturned shoulder ¢ the latch-plate is herein

‘shown provided with alip f,stamped out there-

from, and by means of a bend ¢ it is preferable
to offset the forward portion of said plate from
the remainder thereof. Theinner end of the

lateh-plate may be pointed and bent at a right

angle to form the tang h, shown extending
through from the under side of the box-lid
A stay-tack <
is also shown as a means for securing the
latch-plate to the box-lid. By offsetting the
latch-plate, as above specified, the same is
not liable to damage if struck witha hammer
when being put in place, and when said lateh-
plate is positioned that portion thereof be-
tween bend ¢ and tang /» is snug against the
The right-angled

C of the box to face the innerside and upper
edge of same, as well as to have its slot b in
position for the engagement of the free end
of the latch-plate E, that portion of said
keeper-plate facing the upper edge of said

box-wall being preferably provided with an
aperture jy for the purpose specified. _
The front edge of the lid D is recessed to’
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.expose thé_aper-t;ure: J '.Qf tihe-ke,eper.-plate when

1o

1

said lid is'in place to close the box, and the
front wall C of said box is also recessed to
obtain clearance for the free end of the lateh- .
| pla,te
- in register with the aperture j of the keeper-

plate, and it is shown that the flexible portlon_
m of a metallic seal may en O'afre those regis-
- tering apertures. | |
The rear wall B of the box has 1ts uppel |

Aperture e of the latch-plate comes

edge provided with a recess p in order to af-
fOr'd clearance for latch-plate It when the Iid

D is moved along in the guideways above
specified, and by having these guideways

closed at their front ends by the strap-iron

- bands or otherwise there can be no undue
- strain imposed upon said latch-plate or the

. keeper-plate aforesaid. The box-lid being

~ moved in its guideways from rear to front of
. .20

the box, the depressed extremity of the latch-

- plate E will enter aroove bin keeper- plate F,

- -and said latch- plate has sufficient yield to 111-
 sure of its shoulder ¢ passing through said

slot to. come outside the keeper-plate. This

‘clearancehaving been automatically effected,
the latch-plate will spring back to have the.

space between its &houlderc and lip fengaged

- . by the keeper -plate, whereby retraction of
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- the box-lid is prevented until said latch-plate |
is manipulated to permit ot said shoulder |

again clearing the keeper-plate slot.

The lid of the box hfwmﬂ‘ been latehed in

.........
T L L T S )
I.h-‘_l'._ I T

in the end-wall grooves,

| pllac-e' a metallie seal may be apphed_ to the

latch members whenever desirable.

From the foregoing it will be understood
that the ﬂ'rooved upper extension of the end
walls of t,he box and the latch mechanism

combine to secure the box-lid in place.

Having thus described my invention, what

Iclaim asnew, and desu-e tosecure by Letters
| .Pa,tent 18— |
The eomblnatlon of a box havmﬂ' its end

walls extended above the other Wa,lls and pro-

vided with transverse grooves in the exten-

sions, the box-iid ha,ving sliding engagement
a spring-metal lateh-

35

40

45

plate fast to the under side of said lid, and

| a slotted keeper-plate fast to the front wall-

of the box, the latch-plate having a depressed

free end extendmw from a right-angled upper
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shoulder and an uptmned lip in rear of said

shoulder, the latter being arranged to come-
-opposite the outer side of the keeper-plate
when the slot of the latteris engaged by said
latch-plate. |

In testimony that I claim the fowﬂ'omﬂ' I

':ha;ve hereunto set my hand, at Mﬂwaukee n
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wl_S-

consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
ANTO\T J. LAUER

Witnesses: . |
- N. E. OLIPHANT,
- B. C. ROLOFF. -
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