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To all whom it may concer:

Be 1t known that I, JULIAN STAPF, a citizen
of the United State& residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, hmre
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Firearms; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mventlon, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements n
breech-loading firearms; and the object is to
improve the construetlon and 1necrease the ef-
fectiveness of the gun.

My invention is desw‘ned more particularly
as an improvement on that class of arms of
which the ‘“ Flobert” rifle may be taken as a
type. |

To this end the invention congistsin ]_JI‘OV’ld-
ing the standing breech with a transversely-
Shdmn plate in Whmh the forward end of the
firing-pin is mounted, so that the pin may be
adjusted for center or rim fire cartridges, as
will be hereinafter more fully deserlbed and
particularly pointed out in the claim. .

In the accompanying drawings the same
reference characters indicate the same parts
of the invention in the several figures.

If1igure 1 is a side elevation of a rifle eni-
bedymn my invention. Fig. 2isafronteleva-
tion of the standing breeeh , partly in section.
Fig. 3is a horlzonml section of the same on
the line of the firing-pin. TIfig. 418 a vertical
longitudinal section of the standmw breech
with the spring-retracted firing-pin and slide
removed. -

1 denotes the breech extension of the gun,
and 2 the standing bleeeh secured therein by
means of the screws 3 4.

5 denotes a cylindrical recess formed in the
face of the standing breech, which communi-
cates with the 01‘1ﬁee G.

7 represents the firing-pin, formed with a
central collar Sand a stem 9 to receive the im-
pact of the hammer.

10denotes the retracting-sprin 2,6NCompass-
ing the firing-pin between the collar 8 and the
s:hdmfr plate 12. The plate 12 has a sliding

movement in the transverse groove 13, formed
in the front face of the Standlnn breeeh its
upper edge 14 being downwardly beveled, as |

shown, to engage the correspondingly-beveled

lip 15 on the Standmw breech, while its lower
parallel edge 16 is mwa,rdly and upwardly
beveled to fit the correspondingly- beveled
lower wall 17 of said groove, and 18 denotes
a machine-serew inserted in the face of the
standing breech, so that its flat head 19 will
be ﬂush with the face of the breech and plate,
a portion of its head projecting into a recess
20 1n said plate to retain it in place and also
form a limit-stop in either direction for the
lateral movement of the plate.

21 represents an orifice in the plate, through
which the firing-pin projects, and 22 23 denote
countersunk recesses on the back face of said
plate to receive the end of the spring-actuated
retaining-pin 24, so arranged that when said
pin 24 engages the recess 22 the orifice 21 is
axially almed with the recess 5, the point of

the firing-pin 7 will strike the center of the

cartridge, and if the plate be moved laterally,
SO that the pin 24 will engage the recess 23,

‘then the point of the ﬂrmn"-pm is moved lat-

erally, so that it will impinge on the rim of
the cartridge, thus permitting either rim or
center fire cartridges to be used.
1he accompanying drawings show my in-
vention in the best form now known to me;
but many changes in the details might be
made within the skill of a good mechamc
without departing from the Spu'lt of my in-

vention as set forth in the claim at the end

of this specification.
Having thus fully described my invention,

what I clalm as new and useful, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent of the Umted States,
18— o

The standing breech, 2, formed with the re-
cess, 5, and alined orifice, 6, and the trans-
verse groove, 13, in combination with the
Sprmﬂ-l‘etmcted pln 7, and the sliding plate,
12, formed with the orifice, 21, and adj ubtab]y
Seem ed insaid groovein sald standmﬂ‘ bl‘eeeh
as and for the purpose set forth.
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-In testimony whereof I have hereunto set -

my hand in presence of two blleCI'IblI]ﬂ‘ wit-

nesses.
| JULIAN STAPF.
Witnesses: -
STANISLAUS MILLEASIK,
JOHAN MARAH.
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