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~ dling; and we do hereby declare the following
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To all whom it may COTLCerTL: |
Beitknown that we, ROBERT M. SKILES and
ERNEST M. BOURNE, citizens of the United

States, residing at Wiota,inthe county of Cass

and State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Corncob Kin-

to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the

invention, such as will enable others skilled in
‘the art to which it appertains to make and use
“the same. S o
This Invention relates to an improved fuel,

and particularly to kindling adapted to be
used 1n starting fires in stoves, furnaces, or

similar apparatus to ignite the more substan- |
tial material employed to produce combus-

tion; and some of the objects of the invention
are to provide a simple, cheap, and effective

kindling of this general character which will !
combine inflammability with intensity of heat

when ignited and which will utilize material
which is now put to no use and to utilize such
material at a small expense.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists, substantially, in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts hereinaf-
termore fully described in the following speci-
ication and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which— | |

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a package
of our improved Kindling ready for the mar-
ket. Fig. 2 is a partial sectional view of a
corncob prepared according to our invention,
showing the wrapper partially removed. Fig.
3 18 a longitudinal section of the same with
the wrapping entirely removed, and Fig. 4 is
an end view of a prepared corncob.

Similar characters of reference designate
corresponding parts throughout the several
Views. | | | |

Referring to the drawings, and particularly

to the construction shown in Fig. 1 thereof, |

the reference-numeral 1 designates a package

~of ourimproved kindling, preferably consist- |
ing of one or more prepared corncobs disposed

~in the center of a package or bundle of ordi-

'5;:,

nary or unprepared corncobs, and the number
of ordinary or unprepared corncobs may be

varied; but we have here shown a prepared

corncob 2, around which are disposed three

| together by a I‘Ubbef band 4 or any other
suitable device. | |

Ourimproved kindling is preferably packed

in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1 for deliv-
ery to the trade; but we may pack the kin-

dling in any other suitable manner and only
illustrate this packing as an exemplification
of our invention, A |

‘Weprepareourimproved kindlingsubstan-

tially in the following manner; but, if de-
sired, the ingredients may be varied and the
quantity of each ingredient may be changed
as found desirable in practice: An ordinary
corncob 2 1s provided, from which all of the
grains of corn have been previously removed,
and the center or pith 5 is entirely removed
from the same in any preferred manner, 8o
that the main portion of the cobis uninjured,
and the inside or pith chamber of the cob is
completely filled with a mixture of kerosene-

01l and turpentine or other inflammable ma-
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terial, and the ends of the pith-chambers are

then preferably sealed up with plaster-of-
paris or other material to prevent evapora-
tion, as shown at 6. After the corncob has
been thus treated it is then immersed in a
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bath of heated resin or equivalent substance

to render the exterior thereof readily com-
8o
corncob 2 has been prepared in the manner

bustible, as will be understood. When the

described, it is preferably wrapped in paper

7 or other suitable material, and the unpre-
pared corncobs are then arranged about the
prepared corncob in the manner illustrated
in Ifig. 1 or otherwise, and the cobs are then
bound together in any suitable manner and
are ready to be placed in crates for shipment.

~The manner of using this improved kin-
dling will be readily understood from the fore-
going description, taken in connection with
the following explanation thereof.

- Thekindling is placed in the ﬁre-pot of the
heating apparatus in which it is desired to

start a fire, and the fuel is then placed upon
the kindling, and the latter is lighted in the
usual manner. | -
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~We do not desire to confine ourselves to

the number or arrangement of corneobs in a

package, or to the number of prepared corn-

cobs in a package, or to the specific ingredi-
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unprepared corncobs 3, the same being held | ents or substances herein mentioned, as the R




j‘fsame m&y be vcu led wlthout departmﬂ from
- the spirit and scopé of our invention. - - -
. Having fully deseribed our invention, wha,t__
-'_]-.We clemn asnew, a,nd deqn*e to secure by Let—’-
'ﬁ'ters Pa,tent
1. An lmproved mmcle of manufacture con-:}

- iblstmﬂ‘ of a corncob having the pith entlrely

.. 20

oo emoved therefrom and the plth-ehamber' Com-
. pletely filled with a mixture of kerosene-oil |
-and ‘turpentine, and the open end of sald |
o+ .chambersecured with plaster-of-paris, to pre--
.+ ventevaporation of the kerosene-oil and tur-
.~ “pentine.and the exterior of the.cob so pre-
- pared being eoated Wlth hea'red 1esm dlld_

’Wrapped in paper.

pith “from the cob to form a

L turpentme sealm*r the open end thereof with

The herein- descrlbed method of plepm‘ "
S _'1110' corncob kindling consisting first in re-

- moving all the
“chamber, completely filling the chamber with |
‘an mﬂ%mmab]e mixture of kerosene-oil and

".flplaster of-pa,rls immersing the cob S0 treated ;
into a bath of heated resin, drying the same
and wr appmfr it in. readllv— ombustlble ma-
'i:'tel‘lal L SRR ..
3. An 1mproved kmdlmﬂ' bOllSlStlI]ﬂ of one L
'_01" more corncobs having the pith entlrely re-
moved therefrom and the pith-chamber com-
pletely filled with inflammable material, the
30
immersed in a bath of heated resin a wrap- .
per of paper applied to the cob so treated o
‘and & plurality of plain cobs disposed aboutf_. o
the treated cobs, a,nd means for confining the_ -
cobs in pesition. . - |

- In testimony Whereof we afﬁx our swna-
t ures in presence of two witnesses. -

open end thereof sealed, the exterior belnn'

ROBERT M. SKILES.’
e ERNEST M BOURNE
VVlbnesse% |

) “JoserH D. CANNO“\T
ELMER E. CAMPBELL
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