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To all whom it moy concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT E. ROBERTS, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Nor-
walk, in the county of Huron and State of

5 Ohia, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Overshoes, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descri ip-
tion, 1efel ence l)emn had to the accompany-
ing dra,wmﬂs

to  The obj ect of my invention is to provide an
overshoe having combined with it a positive
clamp, which is adapted to lock it to the shoe
and thereby prevent it from coming off until
the wearer desires. When this clamp is ar-

15 ranged to take onlyover the projecting edge
of the shoe- sole, the forward part of the shoe
need not extend up higher than just over this
edge and is thus plactma.lly invisible.

The invention consists, first, broadly in the

20 combination of an overshoe and a mechan-
ism carried ther eby and adapted to pomtwelv
lock the overshoe to the shoe; second, in an
overshoe having a wire or band adapted to
lie above the projecting edge of the sole of a

25 shoe, combined with mechanism for drawing

sald wire tightly into place and holding it
there, and, third, in an overshoe having com-
bined with i my specific form of 10(3];111@
mechanism, substantially as shown in the

30 drawings.

The d1 awings show an overshoe embodying
my invention.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of such over-

‘shoe in place on a shoe, which is shown in

35 dotted lines. Fig. 2is a plan of the overshoe
without the shoe. Fig. 8 is a vertical section
through the edge of the overshoe and shoe,
bemn' on the 11118 s 3 of Fig. 1.

Referri Ing to the parts by letters, A repre-

40 sents any shoe, and b the overshoe adapted to
be fitted thereon. 'This overshoeisshown as
having a forward or sole portion b and a heel
p{)rtion b'. 'The sides of the overshoe, which
project upward from the sole portion, I will

45 call the ““upper.” This upper is designated
b and extends upward just a short distance
above the upper edge of the sole ¢ of the shoe.

' a bead 0°. This bead has embedded in it a so
wire C and is preferably formed by vulcan-
izing to the upper a rubber tube containing
such wire.

The bead 0 is adczpted to take over the pro-

Jjecting edge of the shoe-sole and hold the 55

overshoe to the shoe when the wire is drawn
tightly around the latter.. To provide for
this drawing of the wire tightly around the
shoe, the ends ¢ of the wire project inward
opposite each other at the shank portion of 6o
the overshoe, as shown. On these ends ¢ are
right and left hand screw-threads which take
into a turnbuckle D, which has a suitable
thumb portion d. The rotation of this turn-
buckle in the proper direction draws inward 65
theend cand, if the overshoe isin place about
a shoe, clamps it thereto. The turnbuckle
being at the shank of the overshoe comes
under the insole of the shoe, where there is
ordinarily no weight upon it. 70
Above the bead 0°is preferably formed a
small flap 6% which, fitting tightly against the
shoe-upper «', insures the overshoe fitting
water-tight. |

If desired, the heel portion & of the over- 75

shoe may be omitted altogether and just the
sole portion used, the same being securely
locked to the shoe by the clamping mech-
anism,.

In placing the overshoe upon the foot, if 8o
there is a heel portion it is turned down to
approximately a right angle toits normal po-
sition and the shoe slipped into place in the
overshoe, so that the bead 6° and the wire C

lie just above the projecting sole of the shoe. 85

The turnbuckle D is then rotated until the

-wire Cistightly drawn about the shoe, there-

by locking the overshoe to it. The heel por-
tion, if any, is then turned up onto the shoe
and is held there by its own elasticity and by go
friction. In removing the overshoe, the op-
eration 1s of course simply reversed.

Having described my invention, I elaim—

1. The combination of an overshoe, a wire

carried by the forward part thereof on the g5

inner side and extending around said forward

Along the inside of .the upper of the overshoe, | part to the shank where its ends are free, said

preferably a little belowits top edge, is formed

| wire being in position to take over the upper
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edge of a projecting shoe-sole inserted in the | which said threaded ends e
‘tially as described.

overshoe, and means adapted to pull on the
rear ends of said wire and thus draw it tightly

‘around the shoe and then hold 1t in such po-

sition, substantially as described.

2. The combination of an overshoe, a U-
shaped wirecarried by the forward partthere-
of on the inner side and extending around
sald forward part in position to take over the
upper edge of a projecting shoe-sole and hav-

ing its rear ends free, and mechanism lying

beneath the insole of such shoe and adapted
to cause said wire to snugly embrace the shoe,
such mechanism being composed of relatively

movable parts and operating to alter the dis-

tance between the free ends of said wire, sub-
stantially as described. '
3. The combination of an overshoe, a wire

embedded in the upper thereof and having

ends projecting toward each other back of the
tread of the sole part, right and left hand

threads on said ends, and a turnbuckle with

engage, substai-

4. In an overshoe, in eombmatwn a sole
portion and a heel portlon a wire C embedded
in the forward part of the upper, said wire
having projecting ends ¢ opposite ‘each other
between- the sole portion and heel portion,
and means for drawing said ends toward each
other, substantially as described. |

5. The combination, with an overshoe, ot a
rubber tube containing a wire, said tube be-
ing vuleanized to the inner side of the upper

| of the overshoe in position to lie just above
the projecting edge of a shoe-sole, and means

for drawing said wire tightly in place about
the said shoe-sole, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof 1 hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
ALBERT E. ROBERTS.
Witnesses:
ALBERT II. BATES,
PrILIP E. KNOWLTON.
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