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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, AMOS BURSON, a citizen
of the United States, 1esmmﬂ*at Nen‘ley,m the
county of Col mnbiana’-and State of Ohio, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Buckle-Shields, of which the follow-
Ing 18 a specification.

My invention relates to buckle shields.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap, simple, and effective buckle-shield for
use on all kinds of buekles, such as harness-
buckles, belts, straps, &e., so as to prevent
hairs from hors ses’ tails and manes from catch-
ing or entangling with the same, as well as to
prevent such buckles from tearin g and catch-
ing the clothing or injuring the person.

- A further object of myinvention is to pro-
vide such a form of buckle-shield which will
securely hold the buckle and tongue thereof
in place and at the same time can be quickly
applied and removed from the buckle and
strap on which 1t is used.

My invention consists, generally stated,_m
thenovel arrangement,construction,and com-
bination of parts as hereinafter more specific-
ally set forth and described, and par 1310111&1]}"
pomted out in the claims.

T'o enable others skilled in the art to Whlch
my invention appertains to construct and use
the buckle-shield, I will describe the same
more fully, 1efe111n0 to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Flﬂ*ure 11is a plan view of an ordinary har-
ness-str aphaving myinvention applied there-
to. Fig.21s a 51de view thereof. Fig. 3isa
pers‘pective view of buckle-shield removed.
Fig. 4 1s & plan view of the same.
longitudinal sectional viewthereof. Fig. 6is
a perspective view of another form of my in-
vention. Kig. 7 is a plan view of the same,
and FKig. 38 is a longitudinal sectional view
theleof

Like letters herein indicate like par ts in

each of the figures of the drawings.

My mvenmon is shown as apphed to the
harness-buckle strap a, although it is evident
it can be applied to all kinds of straps, belts,
&c., containing buckles of this nature. The
buckle -strap a 1s provided with the ordinary
keeper or loop b, which is secured in any suit-
able manner within the body-strap ¢-and 1s
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Fig. 5isa

| of the shield £ is

| shield A a su:
end d' of thestrap d to be passed through the

| proved buckle-shield is as follows:

| adapted to hold the free end d’ of the perfo-
rated engaging strap d therein.
strap ¢ 1s provided with the ordinary bearing
¢’ therein for holding the buckle J, which has

The body-

55
buckle-tongue g mounted thereon in any suit-

able manner. Fitting over the strap dis the

| buckle-shield ~, which is preferably formed
|- of thin sheet metal and is provided with the

holeorslotzat thestrap-engagingend +' there- 6o

of. The opposite or free end 7 of  the shield

hvis rounded off, as at £, so as to be easilyin-
-serted within the loop 6 when in place, and
the bottom of the shield /i is expanded or re-

1nforcec1 at [ to fmm the recess m for confin-

‘ing the free end ¢’ of the buckle-tongue g.
| The strap-engaging end 7' of the shield 7 is
‘bent down, as atn to form the flange or ledge

o for supporti:ng and allowing the-strap d to
enter the slot ¢ freely, and the body portion p
narrowed or contracted, as
at g, to permit the easy handling thereof.

- The manner of applying and using my im-
The shield
h is applied to the buckle-strap a by passing
the free end d' of the perforated enﬂ'a,ﬂ‘mﬂ*
strap d through the slot 7 on the end ¢’ “of the
ﬁment distance to allow the free
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| buckle f into the loop 0 on the buckle-strap a 8o

keeper or loop b and allowing the: recess m

and buckled in the usual manner by allowing
the tongue g of the buckle f to enter one of

the pe1fomb1ons in the engaging strap d.

The shield & is then moved a,lonn' the strap d
to place by passing its free end 7 into the

on the shield £/ to fit over the free end g’ on

the buckle-tongue g, so retaining the shield

h in place and p1eventmw 10110'11111(11113,1 dis-
placement thereof. Incase, however, greater
security is required against displacement of

g0

the shield 7 from the loop b of the buckle-

strap a, although ordinarily the engagement

- of the flee end of the buckle-tongue with the

| recess m will be sufficient for this purpose,

95
the shield /h can be slit at its free end 7, as

at r, and the portions between the slits » and

on each side thereof bent in opposite direc- -
tions, as ab s’ and ¢, in order to form the
spring portions s and i 80 as to give a greater
thickness to the free end 7 of the shield h.

| The elasticity of the metal in the shield /2 and -
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the resiliency of the spring portions. s and ¢
will permit the shield /v to be forced within
the loop b of the buckle-strap «, and the tend-
ency of the bent orspring portions s and ¢ to
resume their normal curvature causes suffi-
cient friction to hold the shield /2 securely in
place within the loop b as well as to permit
1ts easy withdrawal therefrom when desired.
If desired, the slits » may extend through to
the margin of the free end 7 of the shield £

“into separate branches, but the construction

shown 1s considered the most desirable.

Itwill thusbeseenthat myimproved buckle-
shield for straps, belts, &e., is cheap and sim-
ple 1n 1ts construetion and operation and can
easily and rapidly be applied to all kinds of
buckle-straps. Itsuse will preventthecatch-
Ing or entangling of horsehair within the
buckle as well as prevent any injury to the
clothing or person coming in contact with the
same. It will also prevent the possible un-
fastening of the strap from the buckle and
presents a neat and finished appearance to
the strap upon which it is applied.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The combination with a strap having a
buckle and provided with a loop, of a shield
having a slot in one end adapted to engage
with & second strap sald shield having its
other end inserted within said loop, and a
nose-shaped cavity or recess within the shield

626,051

for the reception of the free end of the buckle-
tongue, the engagement of the free end with
sald cavity preventing longitudinal displace-
ment of the shield.

2. The combination with a strap having a
buckle and provided with a loop, of a shield
having a slot in one end adapted to engage
with a second strap and having its opposite
end 1nserted within the loop, said loop end
having a spring portion struck up from the
body of the shield and adapted to engage
with said loop to prevent displacement of the
shield. |

3. The combination with a strap having a
buckle and provided with a loop, of a shield
having a slot at one end adapted to engage
with a second strap and having its opposite
end inserted within the loop, a nose-shaped
cavity in the shield at the slotted end for the
reception of the freeend of the buckle-tongue,
and a spring portion struck up from the body
of the shield and adapted to engage with said
loop to prevent displacement of the shield.

In testimony wherecof 1 have herecunto set
my hand, at Salem, in the county of Colum-
biana and State of Ohio, this 22d day of Octo-
ber, A. D. 1898.

AMOS BURSON.

Witnesses:
JACOB JIANSON,
JOHN li. ROGERS.
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