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‘while still wet and are then alternately dried
and set to draw—that is tosay, after the out-
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- smaller dimensions.
involve such an expensive plant of special
machiner y that the marketing of plag-tobacco |
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To all whom it may concern:
Beit knownthat I, WILLIAM A. FRETWELL

State of Vnﬂ'mm have invented a new and
useful Sty le - of Mamlfa,ctured Tobacco, of
which the following is a specification.

In the prepar ation of plug-tobacco for the

1narket many operations are involved. The
tobacco-leaves as they are taken from the

warehouse-fluor are first dipped or sprinkled
with a sweetening and flavoring compound,

usually a solutzon of licorice- and sugar.
Théyarethen stemmed,whichisa tediousand
expensive operation;

The stemmed leaves
are then wrapped upintothick plugsor lumps

side moisture is dried off they are allowed to

stand until the internal moisture is drawn
It
is important to get all the moisture out, for
if the tobacco is left wel when 113 20€8 to the |

out to the surface and is again dried off.

press it will get moldy and rot. The lumps

after having been sufficiently dried are then

put into a press and pressed into lugs of
- All of these operations

is practically in the hands of the manufac-

turers and the tobacco-grower must be sat-
isfied with- the price that he gets from the:

manufacturers, being unable to put his to-

“bdceo In an a,ttmctwe or aceeptable form f01

- the consumer.
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Some efforts to market the tobacco dlrect

to the consumer have been made by twisting
the leaf into twists or bunches; buf this d1d -

not meetthe conditions nor supply the result%

of my invention. |
My invention is designed to enable the to-
- bacco-grower to mdrket his tobaceo in an ac-

: ceptably—mdnuhcmred form for chewing or
- smoking and: by avoiding the necessity for a
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manufacturer’s plant and the ordinary ex-
penses and tedious operation of manufactur-

ing to market his tobaceco to the consumer
-'_more direetly, with a better profit to himself,

~and at the same time to give to the consumer.
~ a better and cheaper artwle

omit- the stemming operation and the-alter-

- nate drying .and dra.wmcr of the moisture of
the lnmps and a,lso the pressmg, and in place | mswe weight 18 then taken in the loft hand,

ently desecribe.
-1 will be seen that all the expensive operations

| package.

'my invention.

To this end I | is cmt of it

‘steam or damp air.

| thereof, after the tobacco is dipped or sprin-

kled with the flavor, it is at once completely
dried while the stems are still intact and then
ordered by steam or dampness.
of leaves are then folded and wrapped into a

55

‘A number

package in a peculiar way,with the butt-ends

of the stems inside thepackage and the leaves

folded outside the stems, so as to present a
.neat smooth exterior which affords no harsh

projecting stems to break or pierce the tin-
foil, paper, or other outer wrapper and which
fully preserves all the natural juices and full

flavor of the tobacco as well as saving thelarge
per cent. of tobacco that is lost -in the stem—',

ming and at the same time affording a pack-
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age whieh; never being hard- pressed may be

.unfolded and mspected by the consamer, SO
as to assure himself of the good quality of the

same and the absence of dirt, grit, and other
foreign matter that is so frequently impris-
oned within the plugs.

In the old way the leaf passes through the

following operation: first, dipping or sprin-

‘kling with flavoring; second stemming; third,

wra,ppmn' in lumps while still welb; fourth
drying; fifth, dmwmg, and, su:th pressing

into pluws

In my 0pemt1011 the leaf is treated as fol-
lows first, dipping or sprinkling with sweet-

eningor favorin g; second,drying completely;
=th1rd ordering, and, fourth, wrapping it info

packages in g pecuhm way, which I will pres-
In these la,ttm operations it

o
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which require a special plant of f:peclal ma- -

‘chinery are dispensed with.

Figure 1 shows the way of handling a bunch
of leaves preparatory to wrapping 1t into a
Fig. 2 shows a leaf with the lines
of folding involved in forming it into a pack-
age. ready for the wrapper in accordance with
Fig. 318 a perspectwe view
of the completed pa,ekafre, and Fig. 41s a lon-
gitudinal section of the same.

Assuming that the leaf from the warehouse-

floor has been dipped or-sprinkled with a fla-
voring, such as a solution of licorice and.

sugar,itis dried completely until all moisture

ess of ordering by a direct conta,ct with wet
A group of leaves of req-
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‘It is then put through the proc-"
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four fingers and the thumb also.

as shown in IFig. 1, with the stem ends a all
brought together and bent around the fore-
finoer. - The leaf portions b are then taken
in the right hand and, being fairly well flat-
tened out, are carried around and around the

left hand, as indicated by the arrow, which
‘makes a series of transverse bends. in the

leaves, as shown by lines 1 2 3 4 of Iig. 2.
If a half-pound package is wanted, the folds
of the leaf inclose the four fingers, as shown
in the drawings. If a quarter-pound pack-
age, the little finger is closed up, and 1if a
pound package is wanted the folds inclose all
The lef@
hand 1s Text slipped out of the wrappings of
the leaf, leaving the stem ends entirely with-
in the interior of the convolutions, as shown
in Fig. 4. The package as thus formed 1is
then hrrhbly flattened and the edgesare tucked
in or folded along the lon{rltuduml lines 5 5
in Fig. 2, s0 as 10 ojve the :Lppm*cmmtely I'GC-
mn‘gulal"shape shown at 6 6 66 1n IFig. 2 and
by the outlines of Fig. 3. In this shape the
packages are retained by the slightly gsummy
or plastie nature of the leaf, and the packages

are then surrounded by paper or tin-foil, the

revenue-stamp applied, and the packages
lightly packed into the box or receptacle to

receive them and in which they are now
ready for the market. This tobaccoisa new

article on the market and-s hnown as “ﬂa--

vored free leaf.”

Theadvantagesof thismannerof pr I.JI}ELPH]”'
the tobacco ﬂlld the form in whieh it is pre-
sented arc as follows: First,itinvolves a sav-

ing of over fiffy percent. in the cost of manu-

facture; second, it does away with all special

ﬂppamtus for lns purpose and enables every

tobacco-grower to prepare his own tobaceo in

40

- spected at any time by cither the dealer or:
consumer;
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condition ready for the consumer; third, the

liability to mold from imperfeet drying is

avoided; fourth, it may be opened and in-

fifth, the great expense and loss
of tobacco in ste;mnmg are avoided, not being
simply the utilization of the stems, but all the

~adhering fragments which are mevlmbly torn

off with the Stem%, sixth, as the veins of the
leaf are not opened vy Stuppmgr from the
stem the qualities of the teaf are fully pre-

served by the maintenance of the Jeaf and |
stem intact; seventh, the butt-ends of the

i

2 625,970

" stems are completely inclosed and cushioned
by the overwrap of the leaf, thus preventing

the unsightly appearance. of the stems and
the tearing of the protective wrappers by the
same; eighth, the stem ends arranged longi-
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tudinally within the package form a stiffen-

ing-core that maintains the oblong or rectan-
frulm* shape of the package.

fine-cut tobacco a slight sweetening of a sac-
charine solution is put info the leaf before

‘the stem is removed and after which the stem
1s removed and the stripped leaves cut up.

My invention is distinetive.in that it presents

as a finished manufactured article the sweet-

ened and flavored leaves of tobacco with the
stems still in or intact. This not only gives
the advantages named, but the tobacco con-

. 6o
I am aware that in the process of makmfr
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stantly gets better in qua,ht) as the leaf seems

to feed from the stem :-‘m(l to get better as it
gets older.

Having thus descr 1bed my.invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel G
Patent, is—

1. bweetened or flavored leaves of tobaceo
1etmum<r their stems intact, as a finished
manu factured article. .

2. Sweetened or flavored Jeaves of tObﬂCCO |
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unpressed, and retaining their stems mtact as

a4 ﬁmshed manufactured article.

3. A package of tobaceo-leaves with stems
intact, with butt-ends of stems folded.inside
the pachaf‘re and away from their wrapper.

4. A packageof manufactured tobacco con-

.85"1

sisting of a group of leaves with stemsintact
folded with the butt-end of the stems inside

and forming a stiffening-core, and the leaves

overwrapping and cushioning the stems sub-

stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.
5. A package of manufactured tobacco con-

sisting of a group of leaves with stems intact
folded with a series of transverse bends into

wrappings or convolutions with the butt-ends
of the stems inside, and having.its sides also

folded or tucked in along the longitudinal

Iines of the leaf bubstﬂntm]ly as :md for the
purpose descnbed

'Witnesses :
Epwp. W. BYRN,
SOLON -C. IKXEMON..
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