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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSLPII DELA MAR, OF NEW YORK N. Y., ASSIGNOR OF ONE- HALF TO

ANDREW ANDERSON

JR OI‘ SAMI] PLACE.

'SEAL.

SPECIFICATION fOrmlng' part of Letters Patent No. 625 8387, dated May 30 1899

Application filed September 6,1898, Serla,l No, 690, 361

.(No model.)

To all whom it may concern: |
e it known that I, JOSEPH DELA MAR, &
citizen of the Umted States, and a resident

of New York, in the eoimt.y__of New York and |

State of New York, have invented a certain

new and useful Seal, of which the following:-

1s a specification.
- This invention relates to seals for protec-

tion against damage and robbery upon pack-

ages, boxes, and cars transported by vessel,

railroad, or otherwise, and constitutes an im-

portant -improvement on an- invention for

‘which I have filed an application for Letters

Patent August 4, 1898, Serial No. 687,709.

‘Myinvention consistsin aring having open- -
ings made through opposite sides, a binding--
- wire which has its two ends inserted through

- one of said openings, a tag having an opening

20

through its end, and which tag has its per-

forated end passed through the opening upon
the opposite side of the ring, so that the bent
ends of the wire can be passed therethrough,

- and the sealing material which is poured into
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the ring after the ends of the wire and the tag

have been connected, as wﬂl be mor e fully de— |

scribed hereinafter.
Figure 1 represents afront view of my lm-

..proved seal before being applied to a car.
Fig. 2isasimilar view of the same, but shown

in the condition of being applied and inter-

~ locked, but not yet sealed.  FKig. 3 is a simi-

lar view of the same, but shown as applied,

interlocked, sealed, and used. Flﬂ‘ 413&1?@1-?

tical cross—sectmn of the same.

In the above figures, Aisa binding rmd in-

terlocking wire, cham or band.

- Bisa reeord ta,g, made of thin sheet metal ,
- leather, pasteboard or othersuitable material.

C is a metal case, seal, ring, or box, within

'_Which the binding-wire A and the recdrd-tag .

- B are interlocked and covered by a sealing

45

~material M. Through the upper portion of
the ring C, I form an opening a for the recep-

tion of both legs of the wire A, and-for the en-
trance of the reduced upper pa,rt b of the tag

- B is made a smtable opening c, opposﬂ:e the

opening d.
The wire 1s formed Wlth a eeutl al loop D,
by which the seal attachment is su%pended

'50 from the hasp E of the cﬂ,r-—door fastening.

The wire A may be attached to any suitable

sure or fixture of the goods shipped.

- The neck or reduced part. b of the tag B
has a suitable openmﬂ‘ d for reception of the
legs of the wire A. The tag B may have a

in the condition shown in Fig. 1. One leg of

fixed loop or ring connected with the _melo-—' |

55.

separate attached part to entel into the ring
C, with a loop or opening bo mtellock with the
wire A.

The seal attachmentis man ufdctm ed touse

6o

the wire A isinterlocked w1t}1 the llea,d of the : .

tag within the ring C. The other leg of the

or a substitute. The tag B is prlnted or

- wire 1s loose, ready to pass through a hasp E

stamped with nameés or number% indicating =~

the successive stopping-stations of the train
carrying the goods to which the seal attach-
ments are app]ied, such names or numbers
being preferably printed in the first row un-

der the letters ‘“No.,” as shown in Fig. 2, of
‘the tag B3B. The seal attachment in this con- -
--d1t10n with the tag thus marked, printed, or

sta,mped is now apphed to the habp K, and
the loose leg of the wire after having pa,ssed
through the hasp H is then passed thl()l]ﬂ‘h

70

75

the opening into the ring C and is also 1nte1—_ -

locked with the head of the tag, as shown in
The seal attachment is placed in
horizontal position for casting the sealing ma-
terial M (shown in Fig. 4) 1nt0 the ring C.
| The said ring C may | have ametal back formed o
thereon, as shown in dotted line, formmg a

Fig. 2.

8o

case into which the bealmw material is cast,

“and before solidifying the impression of ”the:-;
seal is applied upon the front side of the seal.

If the ring C has no back plate provided, the

impression of the seal is made between two

seal-plates, with one on each side. .

The sealing material may be plastm - of-
paris or other similar material or compound
possessing the property of solidification, or,
when desired, it may be made of lead or a
suitable soft alloyed metal.. I prefer to use
plaster-of-paris mixed with a small quantity

of unslaked lime in powder, as I have found
that such a compound has the'property of set- |
ting or solidifying very rapidly. It hasalso

the, advantage of being both hard and brittle,
| and if brokeu in an attempt to Wlthdraw

»

100

os B



10

26

30

35

40

Lo

the interlocking wires the fracture cannot be |

made good or concealed. |

The tag B may be of any suitable length and
width. Its face is printed, stamped, or en-
graved with ruled lines and columns.
drawings I have shown a convenient arrange-
ment, where on the left edge are printed or
impressed the words ¢‘ Station Record.” Next
to the right side is shown a vertical column
headed on its top with the letters ““No.,” and
under the same are marked the numbers of
the stopping-stations. The column next to
the right is headed with the letter ‘I,” and
this column it is intended that the inspector
of each successive station should mark with
his own privy punch corresponding with the
number of his station on the line or square

opposite the number of the station in the col-

umn, by which means record of the examina-
tion of the seal by such inspector would be
made on the tag. On the last column to the
right and headed with the letter ““R” it is
intended that each inspector should punch a
sign expressing the condition of the seals at
the time of his inspection, the signs for this
purpose having been previously agreed upon
by the officials of the railroad company or
shippers. Examples of such signs are shown
in Ifig. 3, in which the punch of a ring (O) or

round aperture is shown as the sign express-

ing that the seals have been found unbroken,
and the sign of a cross (X) meaning that the
seals have been found broken or tampered
with, in which event an additional seal is at-
tached. Said tag may be printed or pressed

with other marks and have other columns to
be punched by the inspector, such as the eol-
umn headed by the letter *“T” for the inspec-
tor to punch the expression of the time of ex-
amination, and the tag B may be stamped
with the number of the train upon which it

In the
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is used. Itis obvious that the ruling and
stamping of the record-tag may be varied to

sult the requirements of shippers or carriers
without departing from the principle of my
invention, which is to provide a record-tag on
which the condition of the seal attached can be
readily and conveniently made at each succes-
sive point of inspection and so arranged that
the whole record can be readily checked when
the car or goods arrive at their destination.

By a seal attachment, as deseribed in my

specification filed August 4, 1898, combined

withan interlocked and sealed record-tag, the

actual handling and inspection of every seal
on a line of cars would be insured, as the ab-
sence ot the inspector’s punch-sign would be
readily detected, and any attempt to break or
tamper with a seal would be discovered at the
carliest possible moment, thereby largely add-
ing to the security of the goods protected by
the seal. |

Having thus deseribed the nature of my in-
vention and how it is operated, what I claim,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a seal, a ring having oppositely-located

openings, a binding-wire which has its ends
passed through one of the openings, and a tag
having a perforation through its end which
i1s passed through the other opening, com-
bined with a sealing material which is poured
into the ring after the ends of the wire and
the tag have been connected, substantially as
shown.

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 2d day of
September, A. D. 1898, -

- JOSEPH DELA MAR.

Witnesses:
J08s. 5. KENNEDY,
ANDREW ANDERSON, Jr.
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