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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

'SOLOMON DAVIES WARFIELD, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

STREET LETTER AND PACKAGE DEPOSIT BOX.

. SPECIFICATION fox'mmg p&l‘t of Letters Patent No 625 819, da,ted May 30, 1899
' Applm&tmn filed June 23, 139‘?. SBI‘IELI Nn 641 867. (I*To mudel) |

- To all whom it mar J concern:

Beit known that I, SOLOMON DAVIES WAR-
FIELD, of the city of Baltlmore, State of Mary-
land, have invented certain Improvementsin
Street Letter and Package Deposit Boxes, of

which the following is a speclﬁeatmn

This invention relates to a special form of
'.collectlon deposit-box, to be used in connec-
- tion with street lettel and p&ckaﬁ‘e ra,llway-_

post-office cars now employed m calrymﬂ'

United States mails.
- Inoperation thecollectorsof mml maketheir

rounds of the smallerletter and package boxes
placed on the corners of streets and bring the

contents of these boxes to the deposit collec- |

tion-boxes hereinafter descrlbed which are

distributed along the line of the street-rail-
- wayson which are run the postal cars.
the collectors gatherthe mail from the smaller

boxes, they empty it into their satchels, and
these satchels are emptied directly into the

- pouches or bags which are hung within the

sald deposit-boxes. The lids or hoods are

provided with two openings, one for letters
‘and the other for packages, as a convenience j
to the public; but the collectors open the lids |
and empty their satchels directly into the

- pouches.
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“Ingmallfrom boxesto the cars.

When a car passes a collection and deposm
box, the collector leaves the car, carrying

withhim two emptby pouches. He opens the

box, withdraws the two full pouches there-

from, and replaces them with the two empty
ones he has brought with him. He then re-

turns to the car and passes to the clerk therein
the filled pouches he has withdrawn from the |

box. -This provides a rapid means of bring-

- having hinged mouths which are closed as

50

they are withdrawn from the box, there can

be no loss of letters or packages i 111 tmnsfer-
ring them from the box to the car.

While this deposit-box is designed particu-

larly for the purpose descmbed it is evident

that it can be used as a regular_ letter and

package drop-box for street service, in which

~case the pouch could be left out, if desired,
the opening in the hood being prot.eoted 130_-

plevent robbery of the box.
It is obvious that it i’ not necessary that
the deposﬂ; “box should be used in 1ts double

"When

The pouches

‘bottom of the box.

to the fiap.

may be used alone.

| form: Either the letter or the paekaﬂ'e side

In the further deserlptlon of the sald in-

vention which follows reference is made to the

of, and in Wthh-— |

55

‘accom panylnﬂ* drawings, farmmﬂ* a part here— -_

Flﬂ'm e 1 is an exterior front view of the im-

pr oved street letter and package deposit box.
Iig. 2 is a sectlon of Fig. 1, taken on the dot-
ted line z . TFig. 31is a pla,n of Fig. 1 with
the hood of the box removed.  Fig. f_iL 1S an en-

parts thereof hereinafter fully described.
Referring now to the drawings, A is the

caging of the box, formed of sheet iron or

steel, havmﬂ' a ﬂap a, shown as hinged to the
fmnt plate b atc. The position of the hinge
¢ is-about midway between the top and the
The flap a opens outward
and is prowded at its upper edge with an an-

-ﬂ'le-lron rim d, which when the flap 1s closed
18 in a,lmement with a similar angle-iron rim

e, which extends around the Lhree s1des of the
casing. -

"Bisa hood or cover for the box A

the upper part of the casing. Theloweredge

| of the hood laps over the upper edge of the

casing and 1its front flap and is prowded with

tening.
back 111130 the position indicated by its dotted

‘delineation in Fig. 2, it is furnished with a

pivoted rod C at each side, the said rods pass-
ing through slots # in the anﬂ‘le-lron rim e at

_.the sides of the casing and havmw at their

It is
curved as shown, and hinged at the rear to

60_'.

_larn*ed view of the upper part of F;w* 3, show-
ing the various relative positions of certam-

75

80_.

a hasP 1, which passes over a staple g, secured

A lock of any suitable deserip-
tion (not shown) is used to eomplete the fas-
Tosustain the hood when it is thrown

90_ _

ends lugs ¢, which as the hood is th own back

sald angle-iron rim.

- To hold the flap ¢ in place when the hood '
is raised, it is provided with two catches j,

and the s1des of the casing have latches % to

engage therewith. The 1a,tches have each a

tallpleee m, whereby they are operated to
throw them out of contact with the catehes.
The box A is intended to hold two remov-
able flexible mail pouches or bags D, one for
letters and the other for paclmﬂ'es

come into contact with the under side of the B o

95
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bags, only one of which is shown in full lines |

of Fig:.: 3, are fitted with metal straps F at
their mouthq the same being in two parts
hinged toa'ether at n, so as to elose, and they
rest, when the bags are open and in place, on
the . a,nﬂ‘le iron. rims d and e and the central
bar G, asshown inFig. 3.
are sLeadled by hooks o on lugs » on the angle-
bars and the cross-bar G, the material of the
bags being cut away at the hinges to allow
of such conne(,tlon

From: -the -foregoing- desenp‘mon itr will ‘be
understood that when the bags are in place
in the box they are sustained at the foursides,
and therefore remain in an extended or open

~eondition; and it will be seen that there.isno

space left around the exterior of the bags

~through whieh anythmn' dmpped o them- Cﬂll

20

1o prevent the entrance of r

Juetters inserted throu ﬂ‘h this slot fall to 0116.
of the:bags D.

pass.

“The front side: q of the hood has a slot II
for letters, which is covered with a shield: I
rain: to the box.

:Theaperture J, through which- paeka,n*es are

.inserted, has a d001 K, 111110'(3(1 at its bottom

- to thedr ont plate ¢ and arran oed when closed
tocomein-contact with'the outsule of the said

30

plate, which furnishes a stop.  The hood B

projects over the top of the:door K to prevent
-entrance of rain to the aperture covered by it

~and:also to.assist in preventing the absttac-
tion.of letters and-: packages from the bags 01
3 pouohes D, as. heveinafter explained. |

35

; From the lower-edge of the door K extends |

-adownwar dly-mclmed table L, whichis within
;the:hood, and at the ends.of the table are side
pleces. m -which connect the table with the

40

~the insertion of packages. Thelower portion

~0f"the-side: pieces: m, which are within th

-~ hood-when: the door is Opened to its fullest

- extent, are wider than theremaining-portion,
.:?.':-thereby forming stops .N, which prevent th
“fall:of the door to a posmon belowthatishow
byits.dotted-delineation-in Fig. 4.
*--;1s=:0pemted by means.of a ﬁnﬂ*el hook O.

50
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.s1de:0f the hood.
“to:-those-on the door K. J

“The door

“Pis.a curved plate hinged at r-to the-undet
It has sule pleces s, similar

Q Qare links pivoted at {-tothe door K an

f.-to the lugs -« on the.curved plate: P. The
“length of the links Qis-such that when the
-':door K is closed the curved plate P is held in

the position shown in the drawings in full

lines, which gives ample space between the

-»-*lOW'Bl edge . of the inclined: table L and the

~Jower: edn'e of the curved plate P for the pas-

_ 6o

sage- of packawes
The- arrangement of the inclined: table I;

-and the curved plate P, together with that of

the:conneecting-links. Q, 1Is such that at no

~f1me can any instrument be inser ted through

i'the door opening into the box below the hood
“for theabstraction of package

"T'he bagsor pouches

rand - allowed -to' fall' forward,
‘may be easily lifted: out of the casing: and
empty-ones substituted forthem. - Without
~the movable flap, in view of ‘the height of the
~box, 1t would ‘be almost im possible:-to lift-out
“the bags, and the hinged flap therefore be-
“comes animportant-and necessary feature - of
the invention. |
‘WhileLhavestated thattheflapais hinged,
1t 1s-evident that it could be made: to:slide
~without materially affecting the character of
-theinvention.

2door: and serve to. prevent the disclosure of |
lateral openings when the door is opened. f011-

the relative positions of the var 10113 movable
parts are shown in dotted lines. { From these
it will be seen that when the door K is opened
so as to just clear the projecting-edge of the

hood the lower edges of the inclined table L. _
“and the curved plate P have crossed. When
the doorisfullyopened, the tableisin a hori-
~zontal position, and the lower edge of the

curved plate P is then near the front plate ot
the hood and there is no opportunity of in-

{'serting a wire or other instrument into the
~box or the bag therein.
fully closed, the spaces between thelower edge
of the 111011ned table and the lower edge of
“the curved plate are sufficiently separ ated to

-When the door is

admit of the free passage: of -packages:to the

~bag,as-before stated. * It willtherefore beseen
‘that in no relative position of the door and
table-is there any opening:left for the.inser-
tion of an:abstracting instrument.

As before stated, the box containstwo bwq

-or pouches, one for the letters and the other
~for packages; and when the mail-matter-is to
- I"be-collected the hood is unlocked and ‘then
“lifted or: thrown back, as shown by:dotted

The flap is’ then unlateched
when the:bags

lines in Fig. 2.

The mail-collector first hangs’ the empty

-bags:which are-to-be substituted for those in
‘the box on the hooks v; one of which 1s.on
-each side of the box, antil the withdrawal or

removal of the filled ones. Thisarrangement,

‘obviates the necessity of placing the: empty
“bags on the'ground while the partially-filled
.ones are bemn* removed. “After thesubstitu-
tion of the em pty for the filled bags the flap
‘.18 raised and the hood eclosed and locked.

I claim as my invention—
1." In a streetletter and package box; a cas-

‘1ng having a'-hinged flap susceptible of an
-outward movement, and a-hood:hinged to the
‘rear side of the said casing; the lower edge of
~which hood overlaps the upper-edge of the .
‘casing, and the top of the flap, combined with -

a removable mail-bag suspended within the

said casing by means of-a metallic-strap in

two parts. hmwed together so-as to close  and
which rests. on the rim‘ formed:within and
‘near the top edge of the said casing, substan-
‘tially as speclﬁed
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2. In a street letter and package box, a

‘hinged hood having a package-door-with an

1ncl1ned table extendmﬂ' from its lower:edge,

combined with a curved plate hinged’ to the
This will be { inner surface of the hood, and pivoted rods to

apparent by reference to the I‘m‘ 4, in which | connect the upper part of the dom with the

130




 saidcurved plate,whereby the spaces between |

[O
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the lower edges of the table and curved plate

‘are entirely lapped before the upper edge of

the door passes beyond the overhanging edge

of the hood, substantially as specified.

" 3. In a street letter and package box, the
following elements in combination, viz, a cas-
ing havmg a front flap hinged at the bottom

1o the casing, a hood hinged. to the rear side

of the casing and adapted to pass over the

upper edge of the casing and top of the flap, |

a package-door in the front of the hood hav-

ing an inclined table extending from its 10we1
edge, a curved plate hinged Wlthm the hood,

a pair of rods pivoted at one end 1o the up-
per part of the package-door, and at the other

to the hinged curved plate, and one or more

mail-bags suspended within the casmg, sub-
stantially as specified. |

SOLOMON DAVIES WARFIELD

- Witnesses:

‘WM. T. HOWARD,
DANL KFISHER.

15




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

